Seward Neighborhood Crime and Safety Committee Meeting Minutes 
Monday, September 14, 2009

Matthews Community Center

In attendance: Annie Welch (Chair), Diann Anders, Kathy Sikora, Carolyn Schurr,  Pam McConville, Noel Nix (Redesign intern), Shun Tillman, Lonnie Nichols

Crime and Safety Committee minutes from the June 8, 2009 meeting and August 11 joint meeting with CDC were approved.  

An informal discussion of NNO events suggested that turnout was good, at least on the blocks which were reported on.

Noel Nix is working on pedestrian safety efforts coming out of the Franklin Avenue Planning process.

Volunteers are needed to assist in bike and pedestrian counts at strategic intersections along Franklin in the next two weeks during the rush hour. These counts will form the basis of on-going work with the City to improve bike/pedestrian infrastructure.   Kathy has a resource with the county who may be able to help with a bike safety presentation for the young people at the Towers.  Carolyn reported seeing an increase in bike riders without helmets.

Nothing has happened with the trash house on the south side of 25th Street (3109) which has become vacated and needs to be cleaned up.  The board on the back door has been removed and has remained off for most of the summer.  The family may be letting it go into foreclosure.  The City has no money for clean-up.  Shun suggested the neighbors should work with Cam. 

Motion: SNG's Crime and Safety Committee will actively pursue getting the problems caused by this vacated house resolved.

Shun reported on recent crimes in Sector 4 of the 3rd precinct.  He suggested that 45% of the burglaries were unforced entries. Recent burglaries in the neighborhood seem to be centered in West Seward.

2010 Neighborhood Policing Suggestions:  Annie reported that SCCA would like to be more involved in Crime and Safety initiatives in the neighborhood.  Ideas for the 2010 plan should be brought to the October Crime and Safety Committee.  

Concerns were raised about the vagrants with dogs hanging out at the river, LRT station and local businesses—Pam reported that the Park police said they would work on moving these folks along.  Panhandling at then I-94 ramps is picking up again.  Kathy reported that mattresses (and accompanying trysts) have appeared under the overpasses along the transitway.   

Questions were raised about the plan to rezone along the Greenway. SNG's CDC committee will be taking up this issue at its meeting tomorrow evening.

NRP phase II has $900 for crime prevention.  The Seward Longfellow Restorative Justice project is requesting $500 for the RJ program.  Discussion focused on whether the money could be used in other ways to support the Crime and Safety program.  Action on the request was tabled until the committee could look at other information including how NRP Phase I crime and safety committee money was spent and other ideas for use of the dollars. 

Annie asked if anyone else could take over chairing the committee meeting.
Approved by committee 10/12/09
