2010 Seward Community Policing Plan

NEIGHBORHOOD CONCERNS — personal safety, livability, property

2010 POLICING STRATEGY

What would you like to see the Police department focus on in your neighborhood in 2009?
1. Decrease in crimes overall but special attention paid to personal safety on Franklin Avenue in Seward and on the LRT-Transitway.

2. Increased involvement with Seward Youth Programs.

3. Increased pedestrian - bicycle - auto safety.

4. Continued decrease in livability issues (e.g., inebriates, panhandling).

What would you like to see as a response to these concerns by the Mpls. Police Dept?

1. More patrolling along Franklin Ave. and the Transitway. 

2. More attendance at Seward Youth Program and related events (Towers programs, King’s Fair, Matthews Park programs)

3. More patrolling of problem areas with regard to the personal safety of pedestrians, bicyclists and drivers.  This would include speeding, parking, failure to yield to pedestrians and bicyclists, etc.  Enforcement as detailed in the Redesign/SNG Proposal for Pedestrian Safety Efforts is encouraged.

a. Provide 4- to 8-hour shifts  enforcing right-of-way laws on Franklin Ave between Cedar Ave. and Riverside Ave.; and

b. Work with the community to send “Dear John” letters to motorists who fail to yield to pedestrians in crosswalks, as identified by volunteers who track license plates.  (Key intersections for the tracking activity would be 

i. 24th Ave S and Franklin Ave; and

ii. 26th Ave S and Franklin Ave.

4. Continue patrolling of areas that have experienced panhandling and inebriate problems.  

2010 PERFORMANCE MEASURES (what criteria to be used to determine success or failure of our efforts)

1. A minimum 5% decrease in reported crimes for Franklin Avenue and along the LRT/Transitway.    

2. As we have no figures as to current participation levels in such programs, this year could be the initial benchmark as to how many Seward youth-program events include Police Department participation.

3. A minimum 10% decrease in accidents concerning pedestrians, bicyclists and cars overall in Seward, and a minimum of 25 tickets written to drivers who fail to yield to a pedestrian in an un-marked or marked crosswalk.

4. Continued decrease in panhandling / inebriation incidents in problem areas (along I94 from Cedar to the River, in Explorer Park, etc.) over this year’s reductions, and increased maintenance of No Trespassing signs along I94 exits to ensure that they are visible, not missing, etc.

NEIGHBORHOOD ENGAGEMENT

What we will do to achieve the strategies:

a. Support SNG Crime & Safety (or appropriate other) meetings.

b. Strengthen our Block Clubs and assist in creating new Block Clubs.

c. Work with MPD on problem-solving and strategizing on crime issues related to personal safety and problem properties.

d. Include information on crime prevention and process in Seward newsletters.

e. Call 911 or 311, as appropriate, to report crimes and safety/livability-related issues.   

f. Report and, where possible, reduce, graffiti on public / private properties.

