  Seward Neighborhood Group Crime and Safety Committee Meeting Minutes   

Monday, May 11, 2009, 7:00 – 8:45

Matthews Park Community Center Meeting Room A * 2318 29th Avenue South

Present: Carolyn Schurr, Kathy Sikora, Bob Hain, Pam McConville, Clem Engen, Owen Green, Sala Sweet (CommonBond Communities Seward Towers Property Manager), Angela Brenny (City of Minneapolis Clean Cities Program), Shun Tillman (Precinct 3 Crime Prevention Specialist) Annie Welch (Chair and Facilitator, SNG Board)

I. Introductions 

II. The April minutes and May agenda were approved.

III. Updates and Announcements

· Forgery and fraud problems: There is a new type of scam appearing in the Metro area: a victim receives a phone call late at night (after midnight, often awakening the victim and taking advantage of their disoriented state) from a person claiming to be from a credit card company. The person states that they are investigating possible fraudulent use of the victim’s credit card. The suspect then asks the victim to provide the credit card number for verification. The calls are originating from out of state. If this happens to you, please take note and report it as a form of identity theft to 311. 

IV. Presentation from Angela Brenny, Minneapolis’ Clean City Coordinator: Angela showed us the documented list of frequently tagged locations in the Seward neighborhood, attributable to 311 reports. Interesting stuff.

V. 
Area Crime Update from Crime Prevention Specialist Shun Tillman: Again, overall, crime is down, but there are pockets in which criminal activity seems to be taking place – the northwest region of the neighborhood.

- Most of the Wilkes’ trials have been postponed. James Roarke was sentenced to 2-3 years.

- Again, there have been several incidents with various trouble makers in the Wilkes family, hanging out around Explorer Park. In one case, there was a weapon, and we want to be sure that there is a record of the reporting of this incident. 

VI. Planning for Graffiti Removal Event – Annie will simply pick a date and time that she can go out, will send out an announcement on the SNG Crime and Safety list, and we will go from there.

VII. Traffic hot spots – We will invite an individual from Minneapolis Public Works to discuss tricky traffic spots with us at the next meeting. Annie will look into the cost of installing speed bumps and will ask about this. Any additional help will be greatly appreciated. Do we need to go through this via an assessment or do we need to simply pay cash for this project? 

HUGE CONCERN: Residents of Seward Towers West crossing to Triangle Park, especially during busy traffic times. Diann, SNG’s appointed representative on the Seward Towers Board and other concerned citizens have met with Cam Gordon to discuss possible options to alleviate this problem.  

Meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,

Annie Welch

Approved, C&S Committee, June 8, 2009.

