  Seward Neighborhood Group Crime and Safety Committee Meeting Minutes  

Monday, March 9, 2009, 7:00 – 8:30

Seward Towers East Community Room * 2910 E. Franklin Avenue

Present: Carolyn Schurr, Pat Keefe, Clem Engen, Owen Green, Annalee Brown, Boalita Brown, Sala Sweet (CommonBond Communities, Seward Towers), Kathy Sikora, Bob Hain, Karen Gano, Nasra Noor (SNG Community Organizer), Andre Reed, Tabitha Grier-Reed, Beth Harmon, Jene Gilbertson, Karen Duter, Stephanie Weir (Articulture), Katherine Dorn (Seward Redesign), Geoffrey Abbott, Abdulquari, Ugaso Amed, John Stumme (Project Lookout, MHRA Tenants Organizer), Abdirizak Said, Mohamed Aured, Fadmo Mohamed, Waezel Samarter, Nradiy Said, Bombish Ali, Wilo Elmi, Falmata Abdula, Yimesgen W., Valerie LeGrand (CommonBond Communities) Lara Dreier, Ebla Abdi, Hawa Daud, Amma Farah, Annie Welch (Chair and Facilitator, SNG Board)

I. 
Introductions: Even with a record 38 (at times, more) in attendance, self-introductions were made.  Attendees mentioned one thing they liked, or didn’t like about the change to Daylight Savings time.  Annie Welch described the goals of the SNG Crime and Safety Committee for those attending the meeting for the first time.   

II. 
The February minutes were approved with corrections articulated by Annie, as was the March agenda. 

III. 
Articulture Mural: Stephanie Weir, of Articulture, and Katie Dorn, of Seward Redesign provided information on a mural that is being planned for the west wall of the “Frankly 27th” building.  Stephanie described the scope and location of the project, and passed around pictures of two projects completed by the artist (a Seward resident) who likely will be in charge of this project.  It seems that the project will take the form of a mosaic with recycled products. She described the involvement of ten area youth who will receive stipends to complete the project. Residents are being asked to comment on the project.  One resident mentioned that a recent public-art mural on the old Riverside Market site had the impact of attracting crime and graffiti, and that it had caused division among Seward residents. Another voiced concerns about community approval, stating that those who live and work adjacent to the site should be given opportunities to provide feedback, as they will be impacted most directly by the presence of this art. Stephanie assured concerned residents that a detailed public-participation process has been outlined, and that they will do everything they can to ensure ample opportunity for feedback on the project. 

IV. 
Area Crime Update from Crime Prevention Specialist Shun Tillman: Shun explained his absence over the past few months as being due to a busy basketball season ... He serves as the coach for an area youth team. He then proceeded with a detailed update of January and February crime-related activity, starting with the most pressing issue: The status of the Wilkes family.  Currently, all four of  the Wilkes connected with the New Year’s Eve kidnapping are awaiting sentences, which will be given on March 20. 

The northwest corner of the neighborhood was victim to a number of robberies, burglaries and one aggravated assault. Shun mentioned that, overall, the rate of crime is down, but that we should remain mindful of the forthcoming warmer weather, when there likely will be a spike in criminal activity. For clarification, a resident asked about larceny, which is defined as a theft valued under $500. There were several instances of larceny scattered throughout the neighborhood in January and February. Shun reminded everyone to take the simple precaution of locking doors and not leaving any items in cars, as many vehicles are broken into to steal items of minimal worth: gym bags and such.

Criminal activity has decreased on the Midtown Greenway; Shun encouraged all to remain cautious when riding alone and strongly emphasized the safety of traveling in numbers. 

Due to the action of a small group of residents meeting to address concerns of trespassers and panhandlers near freeway exit/entrance ramps, the numbers of individuals trespassing has decreased significantly. “No Trespassing” signs are now displayed prominently on the freeway fences.  The signs serve as notice to panhandlers that they may not panhandle at those locations; the police may arrest them if they are seen there. .  Neighbors near Triangle and Explorer Parks, at which the panhandlers gather to split up money and then head to the liquor store, also received No Trespassing signs so that these

individuals know not to enter residents yards and which allow Police to remove trespassers from your property without the homeowner having to be there.  Of course, it was noted that panhandling usually decreases over the winter.  The test will come once the weather becomes nicer.

This year, National Night Out (Tuesday, August 4, 2009) will not have a centralized office. Instead, each neighborhood’s CPS representative will be the contact.  Shun will be Seward’s primary contact for National Night Out in the 3rd Prct.. Prizes and perks will still be offered, but through different means.  

V. 
Project Lookout: Description and Testimonies; Plans for Seward Towers: John Stumme, a tenant organizer for the Minneapolis High-rise Representative Council, along with three residents of the Cedar Towers, Abdirizak Said, Mohamed Aured and Fadumo Mohamed, presented summaries of their experience organizing a Project Lookout group in the Cedar Towers (in the Cedar-Riverside area). Because this portion of the meeting required interpretation, the points were very concise. John briefly described Project Lookout as a resident patrol program that has been operating in over half of the public housing high-rises in Minneapolis. It was organized and is managed by the Minneapolis High-rise Representative Council, which is the city-wide public-housing high-rise tenants’ organization. Project Lookout is based on the simple idea that when neighbors work together and watch out for one another, their community will be a safer, more comfortable place in which to live (from the Project Lookout flier). 

The three Cedar Towers residents and organizers provided testimony to the success of the program, which is applicable to the Seward Towers, as the resident population is similar in diversity. Additionally, one resident spoke about the high number of older residents who had become uncomfortable in a building in which there negative activity associated with younger residents. After several weeks of walking through the building and being on the look-out for problems, Project Lookout volunteers noticed a significant decrease in the level of activity in the halls and noticed that young residents were more respectful of the space for older residents. Additionally, they planned and hosted a Towers-wide meeting at which all residents took a pledge to work together to keep their building safe. 

Following recruitment and training, volunteers use the equipment and Project Lookout procedures and are scheduled for days and times they are able to work. “Working” entails patrolling the buildings and remaining connected to a central location via walkie-talkie. The presenters stressed that people simply volunteer as much time as they could in order to make the project a success. In Cedar Towers, there are always volunteers between the hours of 5:00 and 7:00 p.m. At this point, Sala Sweet noted that Towers residents were being asked to volunteer to a Project Lookout program at the Towers, and provided her contact information. Some Towers residents, and Seward attendees, seemed interested in volunteering. . 

Another attendee suggested the Seward Neighborhood Forum, an electronic means of communicating Seward events and projects, be used to publicize requests for outside-Towers volunteers.  Annie also mentioned that we might send out an announcement to the Crime and Safety NPO List-serv as a means for recruiting interest and volunteers. 

VI. 
Discussion of potential name change from “Crime and Safety Committee” to the original name: “Community-Building Committee”. Annie began this discussion by there are concerns among SNG Board members as to how/where NRP funds should be spent. If SNG opted to change the name of the committee from the “Crime and Safety Committee” to “Community-Building Committee”, it would have more freedom in how to spend allocated NRP funds. One resident thought it would be fine to change the name, as “Crime and Safety” falls under the realm of “Community-Building”. Two residents voiced concern about changing the name. First, in the past, “Community-Building” simply encompassed too many activities and projects, leaving little time for crime and safety issues.  The current committee is a result of Seward residents coming together to  strengthen and focus Crime and Safety activities on behalf of the neighborhood.  Some felt it would be detrimental to the actions of the group to change the name. Annie expressed her gratitude this feedback, and wanted to stress the importance of open lines of communication. While the name may be expanded in one capacity, for all intents and purposes, it certainly will not change without full approval of the committee. She felt the discussion to be very informative, providing her with insight to share with the rest of the SNG Board of Directors.  

VII. 
Announcements: 

* South Minneapolis Housing Fair, to be held at South High School (3131 19th Avenue South) on Saturday, March 28, 2009 from 10:00 until 3:00. The Fair is free and open to the public. It promotes home improvement, information about project financing, city living and so on. Those in attendance will include over 100 contractors, real estate agents, lenders, community organizations, and neighborhood representatives. Attendees can also discuss with professionals their options for home improvement, safety, home purchase, decorating, and financing.  SNG needs some volunteers to help staff the table at the fair – if you are interested, contact Annie. 

* Seward Neighborhood Sewing Circle: March 19, from 2:00 until 5:00, Seward Towers East Advantage Center. Come celebrate with Seward residents who have learned and refined their craft of sewing and altering clothing! There will be food and crafts at this event Come meet neighbors and see the wares of these talented individuals!

VIII.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,

Annie Welch

Approved, C&S Committee, April 13, 2009.
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