Seward Neighborhood Crime and Safety Committee Minutes
Meeting: Monday, June 8, 2009, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.

Matthews Park Community Center Meeting Room A

In attendance: Diann Anders, Tabitha Grier-Reed, Andre Reed, Shun Tillman (Crime Prevention Specialist, Precinct 3), Pam McConville, Geoffrey Abbott, Annie Welch (Facilitator and chair, Crime and Safety committee)

I. Introductions (7:05 – 7:10) We did introduce ourselves to one another, as there were some in attendance who do not always come to the meetings. 
II. Approval of minutes and agenda (7:10 – 7:15) Minutes and agenda were approved unanimously (Annie later noticed a mistake and changed it – the last name of a criminal.)
III. Updates and Announcements (7:15 – 7:30) 
Security System Scams

Concerns about fraudulent, scamming security system design and activation required further discussion. Annie sent out a message on the Seward Neighborhood forum warning residents about individuals that are moving from door to door asking people if they can activate a security system in their house and pay them to post a sign in their yard. Suspicious behavior includes: The individuals often claim to be from out of state, and do not know where a local office for the company is. They also continually say “Don’t tell your neighbors what a great deal you are getting”. 

When approached by an individual, one attendee of the meeting called 311 and was directly dispatched to 911, at which time a squad car came to her house almost immediately. This response from the police is an excellent indicator that this has been a problem in other areas of the city. Shun Tillman mentioned that there is a lot of suspicious activity like this taking place south of Lake Street. Additionally, the “scam” aspect of this situation is that the “company” enrolls the victim into a contract, requiring monthly payments, automatically withdrawing from their account. The victim is not able to break the contract until two years have passed. The security system often does not work. Because this took place a few years ago, we want to be especially weary of this type of activity. Often, the individuals targeted are in a specific geographical region. Additionally, seniors and individuals living with disabilities are targeted victims. 

One individual in attendance of the meeting asked Shun what he thinks about security systems as a whole, to which he responded by saying that it is best to find a system that fits with the lifestyle of the resident and his/her family. Several in attendance mentioned the use of a sign warning would-be burglars about a security system when it might not necessarily exist in the residence. 

Announcements

· On Tuesday, June 9, from 6:30 until 8:30 at St. Francis Cabrini Church, there will be a public meeting concerning the five-way intersection redesign at East Franklin Avenue, 27th Street and East River Road. Several proposed redesign options will be presented; Residents will have the opportunity to comment on the proposals and ask plenty of questions.
· On Wednesday, June 10th, Minneapolis Public Works will host a public meeting to present the draft proposal for new bicycle lanes on 4 street segments:




10th Avenue SE – Como to University Avenue 



19th Avenue S – University to Riverside Avenue 



20th Avenue S – Riverside to Minnehaha Avenue 



Minnehaha Avenue – 20th Avenue to 31st Street 
The meeting will be held at 6:00 pm in Room 114 of the Oren Gateway Center at Augsburg College.  A bicycle ride will also take place before the meeting at 5:15 pm to tour the proposed bike lanes.  Meet at the old North Country Co-op and bring a bicycle. For more information about the project, including project summaries and opportunities for online feedback, visit the Bicycle Operations project website.

· Last chance! On Thursday, June 11th, from 4:00 until 6:30, stop in to provide feedback on the Articulture Mural. Painting starts on Saturday the 13th  of June. 

· Request for help in neighborhood-wide survey, canvassing, membership recruitment.

When describing these efforts and the goals of these efforts to those in attendance, Annie and Diann had the opportunity to ask if anyone would be interested in and willing to help with this canvassing effort. We will take a look at the survey at the next meeting in July before making a solid plan. 

· Annie brought and distributed graffiti wipes.

IV. Updates from Shun Tillman – Community Crime Prevention Specialist (7:30 – 7:50)
We learned how to interpret the new maps that are only available internally for the MPD. Not only does the map demonstrate the types of crimes committed and where they occurred, it also shows the time of day, day of week, week of month and month of year for frequency and occurrence of crimes. Apparently, Wednesdays are very good days in Seward, with no reported crimes taking place. 

Again, overall, criminal activity is down for this time of year, but is definitely up in comparison to other times of the year. There was one incident of arson in Matthews Park. There were two burglaries on Franklin Avenue that Annie asked about, wondering if Jim’s Barber Shop had been robbed. (Shun followed up on these questions, clarifying that one was at 2701 Franklin Avenue, where some kids jerked open a soda machine to get the dollar out of it. The other was a business burglary at Articulture – the details of which are unknown at this time.)

Larceny is robbery totaling less than $500.00.

V. Traffic hot-spots throughout Seward in detail, united front! (7:50 – 8:10)
It was explained that the individuals from Public Works, specifically Shane Morton, who has been working closely with Seward residents on other areas of concern. Instead, Shane directed us to 3-1-1, and exchanged several phone messages and e-mails with Annie. He provided some information about the cost of “speed humps” ($4,500) as well as a brochure to determine eligibility for the construction of the speed hump. 

In connecting with Robin and Cam earlier that day, Robin had suggested to Annie that the Crime and Safety Committee move to work with the Ward 2 office to bring someone from Public Works to the next meeting in July. Additionally, the committee brainstormed many of the intersections they would like to discuss at this meeting. 

We move to work with Council Member Cam Gordon to bring someone from Public Works to the next Crime and Safety Committee meeting (to be held on Monday, July 13th, from 7:00 until 8:30, at Matthews Park Community Center). 

Intersections of concern (for discussion) include:   

· Riverside and 29th Avenue (New Seward Co-op)

· No way to cross Franklin (in a controlled way) between 26th Avenue and 22nd Avenue. 

· 9th Street at Riverside near the Perkins – The intersection is too long and difficult for pedestrians to cross.

· 30th Avenue at Franklin

· 36th Avenue and 26th Street (there is a turn in the street, and it is difficult to see oncoming traffic).

· The Greenway Intersections:

· 26th Avenue

· Minnehaha

· 29th Avenue (Traffic speeds up and over hump.)

· 30th Avenue (Traffic speeds up and over hump.)

· Of course, 26th Avenue at Franklin Avenue.

· 25th Street at 34th Avenue (4-way stop request)

· Minnehaha at 24th Street (no light?)

VI. National Night Out (Tuesday, August 4th) planning, (8:10 – 8:15)
Because there is no central planning office for National Night Out (NNO), there is more responsibility for those who want to organize and host NNO events. Shun will be our primary contact for NNO. The deadline for street closure is July 21; Deadline for registration is Monday, August 3rd.

VII. Planning for future meetings, possible staff time for meeting minutes (8:15 – 8:20) 
Annie expressed concern that she will not be able to continue facilitating meetings, planning speakers, looking for information and pulling together the meeting minutes, as she has just accepted a full-time job. All in attendance were willing to help with the minutes. One individual suggested bringing a lap-top computer along to take the minutes at that time and place, while another individual offered to set up a rotating series of note takers. 

Next meeting: Monday, July 13th, Matthews Park Community Center

VIII. Adjourn (8:20)

Contact Information: Please contact me with any ideas for future meeting topics, activities to organize to proactively prevent crime in the Seward Neighborhood, etc. Chair, Annie Welch, E-mail: anniemwelch@gmail.com.
Approved by committee 9/14/09
