Minutes of the Joint Meeting of the SNG Community Development and the                
Crime and Safety Committees 

July 14, 2009
Present: Charlie Hoffman (chair), Abbie Loosen and Chris Wilson (both of PPL), Martha Lantz (Touchstone Mental Health), Jeff Schoeneck (architect), Bob Hain, Kathy Sikora, Jean Johnstad and granddaughter Deia from Berlin, Gail and Clark Seifert, Winston Cavert, Steve Eide, Diann Anders, Ann Buck, Annie Welch (Crime and Safety Cmte. Chair), David Gower, Mary Londberg, Tabitha xxx (914 S. 9th), Norma Talbot, Andre Reed, Theresa Nelson, Gabe Hoffman, Curtis Carlson, Janice Anderson, Shane Morton (City of Mpls. Traffic Dept), Aina Rozenbergs, Marilyn Jones, Katya Pilling and Emily Wergin (both of Seward Redesign), Bob and Wendy Epstein, Cam Gordon and Robin Garwood (City Councilmember and aide), John Munholland, David Ott, Joyce O’Meara, Ewart Martens, Karen Flannery, Stephanie and Matt Johnson, Sue Kolstad, Elina Kolstad, Tim Olson, Steve Clemons, Tara Inmon, Mary Gaytan, Sheldon Mains, Eddie Mulkeen, Travis Lusk, and Bernie Waibel (minutes). Approximately forty people attended. 

The meeting convened at 7:05 with introductions.  Minutes of the June meeting were not considered for approval since no one attending had been at that meeting.

Chris Wilson related that the project at the intersection of Snelling Avenue and E. 24th Street is on track and that PPL/Touchstone was now ready to take the project to the marketplace for funding.  Therefore, the partners seek a letter from the neighborhood stating its approval of the concept which Chris went on to say, includes forty one-bedroom apartments, a health and wellness center and lastly, offices for Touchstone Mental Health.  The concept is the same one that the partners have put before the Community Development Committee for the last six months. 


As a quick review, the project’s architect Jeff Schoeneck projected a brief animated film clip which panned the complex from all angles. The film showed the building laid out in a horseshoe manner so that it wraps around an inner courtyard of gardens and walking paths.  The open end of the horseshoe faces west towards the light rail bike trail while the closed or rounded end of the horseshoe will be a single story congregate dining hall where residents can take up to two meals per day. Each of the units will have its own cooking facilities but a congregate dining hall is required by code and second, promotes socialization.  The dining hall has windows on both the courtyard and Snelling Avenue side so there will be a lot of daylighting (for sustainability) and eyes on both the courtyard and on the street.  Jeff reiterated that the building is oriented to health and healing and therefore, sustainability.  Façade treatments will be of high quality materials like brick. 
Martha said that the wellness center will be fully staffed with mental health professionals and will be open to others in the community, including the visitors to the drop-in center on Minnehaha Avenue between Franklin and E. 22nd St. She also sees the project’s residents using the drop-in center on Minnehaha and looks forward to collaboration on programs with that facility. Martha envisions inviting visitors from the larger community for presentations on diabetes, nutrition, etc.
Motion: Moved that the SNG write a letter affirming neighborhood support for the concept of a forty unit, residential mental health facility in conjunction with a wellness center and offices for the managing agency, Touchstone Mental Health at the south end of the Bystrom site.  Furthermore, the letter should note that this concept meets the needs of the neighborhood in developing the Bystrom site as multi-use and multi-unit, transit oriented development.  Sheldon moved and Kathy seconded.  The motion passed with no nays.  Five individuals abstained. 

_______________________________________________________________________

Discussion turned to traffic issues informed by City Traffic Engineer Shane Morton.  Shane said that in 2011, the City is budgeted to do a “mill and overlay” on asphalt streets in the neighborhood.  In this system the top layer of asphalt is removed and a thin asphalt overlay is applied over a bitumen tack coat.  Robin reported that several years ago during the 27th Av. discussions, a City engineer had said that Seward’s concrete streets would be tested for voids and certain panels would be replaced.  Per Shane, there is no funding for speed-reducing bumpouts, just selected curb and gutter replacement.  Regarding bumpouts, they’re expensive and extremely so when a bumpout would affect street drains/stormwater sewers.  

A speaker requested that in light of its current heavy use by bicylists and past traffic discussions, that E. 24th Street be studied for use as an identified and marked bike route. 

In consideration of the tight agenda, the Chair proposed tackling three problem areas where an outcome could be achieved that evening: no parking zones on 24th St. at 22nd Av.; the barrier on 22nd St. at 26th Av.; and stop signs at 29th Av. and 26th St.   

The problem that southbound 22nd Avenue drivers face at 24th St. is that the Jehovah Witness Hall at that intersection is used by five different congregations throughout the week –there’s seldom a day that the building is not in use.  Hall attendees park too close to 22nd Av. on 24th Street, obscuring the sight lines of southbound drivers on 22nd Avenue -accidents and near-misses are all too common.  

Shane reported that City traffic law prohibits the parking of vehicles closer than 30’ from the turning radii of the street (a car’s path around a corner follows a “radius”).  Drivers are often unaware of this law so Shane advised asking City Enforcement (meter monitors/police) to ticket when this law is violated.   Robin reported that Enforcement hasn’t ticketed in the past when there are no signs present.  Someone observed that this is a Catch 22. 

Sheldon suggested asking the Witness congregations to inform congregants about the law and request compliance.  Two residents reported that they have made personal requests to the congregations which have gotten results but within a few short weeks, parking behaviors are back to baseline –signs are needed. 

Motion: Moved that SNG write a letter to City Enforcement, Public Works Traffic and to the Councilmember’s office requesting the installation of signs on E. 24th Street, 30’ from the corners of 22nd Avenue stating “no parking to corner.”  Mention in the letter past attempts to work with the congregations.  John M. moved and Bob seconded.  Passed unanimously with Cam and Robin abstaining. 

Regarding the barrier on 22nd St. at 26th Av., Charlie related that the Committee had discussed it a year earlier but that he and others at SNG continue to hear neighborhood complaints.  He and others said that it’s common for eastbound drivers to ignore the barrier and drive around it. 

A neighbor defended the barrier saying that it looks bad because it keeps getting tagged and graffiti remover removes the underlying paint –why doesn’t the City maintain the barrier?  He went on to say that the barrier makes the street safer for bicyclists.  

Another neighbor took a different view, saying that to park on the south side of the street in front of her home, she must enter from the east and then perform a three-point turn to reverse her direction.  She said that the barrier diverts traffic to other streets where the residents must bear a heavier load.  The barrier removes a parking spot and it collects dirt and rubbish that never get cleaned up –the street looks worse because of the barrier.  Lastly, the barrier prevents the easy entry of emergency vehicles and snowplows, and because the SE corner of 26th Av and 22nd St doesn’t get plowed, pedestrian passage is made difficult.  No one shovels the snow in the crosswalk in front of the barrier for half the width of the street. 

A speaker labeled the barrier inconvenient to all; unsightly, and inequitable.  Another resident reported that he’d seen numerous illegal turns from northbound 26th onto eastbound 22nd and that legally, even a bicyclist can’t go past the barrier. The children on the block for whom the barrier was installed are now in high school or older and lastly, 22nd Street is no raceway because there is a stop-sign every two blocks.  

There was a discussion about speed bumps with a resident on the street saying that the neighbors didn’t want the barrier initially but wanted instead speed bumps to slow traffic wheeling around the corner from 26th Avenue.  At that time, the City promised that bumpouts would be installed on 22nd St and that the barrier would be only a temporary measure.  

Shane reported that speed bumps cost $4,500 per pair and that the bumps must be at least 150’ apart.  Additionally, the bumps must be no closer than 135’ to the corner and bumps must be installed in pairs.  The block between 25th and 27th Avenues is only 350’ long so is too short for an effective installation of speed bumps.  Shane also said that the cost of $4,500 per pair was determined ten or more years ago and that given the rise in fuel and petroleum costs, it could be argued that the cost of the bumps is right now being subsidized.  Shane opined that speed bumps don’t reduce high cornering speeds since they can’t be too near to an intersection.  At any rate, cars are probably traveling close to thirty mph on E. 22nd St insofar as there’s a stop sign at the first corner.

Motion: Moved that the SNG direct the City to remove the barrier before the first snowfall and second, that ways to reduce the cost of speed bumps be explored.  Sheldon moved and Theresa seconded. The motion passed with an overwhelming majority of ‘ays’ and only several ‘nays’.  Robin and Karen F. abstained. 

Sheldon noted that removal of the barrier is not predicated on discussions about speed bumps and that the two are independent. 
____________________________________________________________

A resident of E. 26th St near 29th Av. reported that she’d requested the City to reverse the stop signs at 29th Av and 26th St. so that traffic on 29th could cross 26th St unimpeded.  Speeds on 26th St. are excessive because there are no stop signs for a four-block stretch (27th to 31st Avenues). Last year she asked the City to measure speeds on the street but the Speedwagon was placed near 26th Avenue where speeds are slower.  

Another resident expressed concern that a reversed stop sign wouldn’t make anyone safer because drivers would probably blow right through it (they wouldn’t be expecting a stop sign there on 26th St.). 

Shane reported that the City tries to stop traffic every two blocks in a basketweave pattern.  The City doesn’t like four-way stops because upon installation, there’s usually an increase in rear end collisions.  A four-way is inherently more dangerous in that there’s no clear priority for one direction.  

A young resident stated that the four-way stop near her home was regularly the scene of drivers running the signs and others merely slowing down.  Another resident said that a four-way stop does allow pedestrians to lock eyes with drivers to ensure a vehicle’s stop. 

A resident who lives at the corner of 29th Av. and 26th St. said that she’s seen many accidents over the thirty years that she’s lived there, some of them fatal.  Once two cars flipped over and another time a truck landed on her hedge -the intersection is a dangerous one. It’s far safer to leave the intersection as-is, and not have a bicyclist venture out into what the cyclist thinks is a ‘safe’ intersection.  Bikes often go too fast and are hard to see, so that a four-way at 29th Ave. and E. 26th St. might be more dangerous than the current configuration where travelers on 29th must wait. 

More discussion brought out the beneficial aspects of a four-way, including the slowing of traffic on 26th Street.  North-south travelers on 29th will still need to be vigilant. 

Motion: Moved that the SNG strongly encourage the City to install four-way stop signs at the intersection of E. 26th Street and 29th Ave. South.  Ewart moved and Abbie seconded.  All in favor with one nay.  Cam and Robin abstained. Motion passed. 

______________________________________________________________________

At 8:25 p.m., Charlie asked for one more problem area to be discussed.  The new Coop has made a left-hand turn from eastbound Franklin onto northbound Riverside desirable, but the acute angle makes it difficult.  Shane reported that the angle is actually 150 degrees so that a person turning from eastbound Franklin onto northbound Riverside must look a bit back over the left shoulder.  The ‘no turn’ rule at the intersection was instituted in 1972 because of the amount of pedestrian traffic on the north side of Franklin.  A resident said that he’d seen medium-sized cube trucks successfully make the turn. 

A resident stated that the same angle, 150 degrees is the cause of the problems at S. 9th/Riverside and 27th Avenues.  A resident asked that the pedestrian ‘walk’ signals at this intersection be lengthened but Shane reported that his department had tweaked the signals on several occasions, all without materially improving the pedestrian experience and her safety. The walk signal for example, has been set at the beginning of the signal rotation as well as at the end –each has its drawbacks.  The intersection continues as one of the neighborhood’s most unnerving and dangerous ones. 

Charlie asked Shane to return to Public Works with the message that an engineer with maps and authority to make commitments will be requested for a future CDC meeting. 

Robin reported that a new pedestrian master plan is being rolled out by the City and will be available online at  http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/pedestrian/pedestrian-masterplan.asp  There will be a public meeting at the Downtown Library on Thursday, July 16 at 6 p.m..
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________________

The City wishes to sell the Hub of Heaven garden site at the corner of E. 26th St. and 28th Avenue.  Mary Gaytan, one of the garden’s two coordinators has explored the issues involved and reported that taxes on the site are about $80 per year.  She’s been told by a public garden umbrella group that a rider on SNG’s liability insurance would be about $150 per year.  This group will be available to work with Seward’s garden coordinators to obtain grants and other funding.  While another agency could purchase the property from the City and manage it, the group wishes to work with the SNG as it has for many years.  

Motion: Moved that subject to an acceptable budget for finances, insurance and maintenance costs, the SNG Board of Directors and/or the SNG Executive Committee be directed to purchase from the City the Hub of Heaven Garden site at an affordable price and manage it as a public garden. Charlie moved and Theresa seconded.  Passed unanimously with Cam and Robin abstaining. 
______________________________________________________________

 Gabe Hoffman is SNG’s representative on the Midtown Greenway Coalition Board of Directors.  Given the clock ticking down, Gabe’s father Charlie invited him to talk fast about the proposed high-voltage power line slated for South Mpls. from Hiawatha Avenue to 35W in the west.  The line can travel a 31st St. corridor west (though the Corcoran neighborhood disproves of this plan) 29th St. or the Midtown Greenway corridor.  There is an active movement to preserve the Greenway for biking and possibly streetcars, and not as a powerline corridor.  At some future date, Greenway advocates suspect that the line will proceed east across the river into St. Paul.  

Xcel Energy, the power company which is promoting the line as necessary to provide sufficient capacity and redundancy to South Mpls, will bring high voltage power up the Hiawatha corridor to a power substation where it will be broken down into somewhat lower voltage. Xcel’s preferred site for the substation is that area at the east end of the new Sabo bridge over Hiawatha, which was planted this spring with over 200 new trees and bushes.  This area is owned by MnDot and Hennepin County. The Greenway advocates would prefer to have the substation located at 31st Street and Hiawatha Avenue (which site was earlier considered and rejected by Xcel), or on the ‘new’ extension of Minnehaha Avenue now occupied by the former DC Sales Co..  However, Xcel representatives have looked at the DC Sales site as a future expansion site for its preferred location on the Greenway at the end of the Sabo bridge. 

A speaker noted that directly south of the DC Sales site is a recently constructed, (approximately) 80 unit, low-income apartment building.  

The State authorities overseeing the siting and installation of the power line and substation will listen carefully to the neighborhoods if they can speak with a common voice.  

Motion: Moved that the SNG express its opposition to the siting of the power substation at Xcel’s preferred location at the east end of the Sabo bridge and that green space adjacent to the Greenway be preserved.  The SNG urges Xcel to reconsider the Hiawatha and 31st Street site or as a less desirable location, the DC Sales site on Minnehaha Avenue. The SNG also urges Xcel to consider a substation architecture which is taller, rather than spread out over a site. Gabe moved and Ewart seconded. Motion received unanimous support with Cam and Robin abstaining. 

______________________________________________________________________

Bob and Gabe are Seward’s representatives to the discussions about the reconstruction of the intersection at the east end of the Franklin Avenue bridge in Prospect Park.  The new light rail line through St. Paul will cross the river from downtown Mpls. on the Washington Avenue bridge, which will carry very reduced if any, vehicular traffic.  The U of M anticipates heavier use of the Franklin Bridge though already, traffic from the campus is backed up during rush hours at the intersection.  Many individuals doubt however, that traffic levels will rise much over what is currently experienced.  

Bob related that the County’s traffic engineer contractor had presented numerous scenarios for the intersection, including a rotary or roundabout.  Another scenario had north-south River Parkway traffic diverted to the east along the hill and through the neighborhood (this scenario wasn’t well received by the businesses or larger neighborhood).  All scenarios were very expensive at this time of reduced expenditures.  

Prospect Park neighborhood residents which include traffic engineers, recommended ‘intelligent signaling’ employing roadbed sensors and cameras as well.  Because of the costs involved in a radical remodeling of the intersection, it appears that the County has come around to this suggestion.  Bob advised that the County nominally invites public comment on its ideas but then acts in disregard of it –the advisory committee in reality has little power. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
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