Seward Neighborhood Group Crime and Safety Committee Meeting Minutes

February 9, 2009

Matthews Park Community Center Craft Room

2318 29th Avenue South * Minneapolis, MN 55406

Present: Carolyn Schurr, June Prange, Pam McConville, Pat Keefe, Diann Anders (taking minutes together with Annie Welch), Clem Engen, Jean English, Marilyn Jones, Michele Braley (Program Manager, Seward Longfellow Restorative Justice Partnership), Sala Sweet (CommonBond Communities, Seward Towers), Laura Mitchell, Katy Sikora; Facilitator: Annie Welch

Introductions, January meeting minutes and February agenda approved.

* Updates: A meeting is taking place concurrently (with this meeting) at the Seward Co-op; Sheldon Mains is in attendance and will try to make the end of this meeting to provide a report.

* Update from Lt. Knight: 

- Unfortunately, we did not receive an update of criminal activity in the neighborhood. Shun Tillman was unable to attend, mentioning that Lt. Knight would attend to provide an update to the committee.

- The Wilkes are still held in jail. An article in The Bridge was published and generally well-received among concerned citizens. 

- According to the Midtown Greenway Coalition, the recent robberies and assaults on the Greenway have ceased, likely due to a joined effort of the winter weather and bikers organizing to “Take Back the Greenway”.

- In the absence of Lt. Knight, we devoted more time to: 

Updates from Michele Braley, the program manager for the Seward Longfellow Restorative Justice Partnership.  

As of that day, the RJ Program received its first to referrals to work with juvenile offenders in the area. Michele also went into some depth about the dimensions of the program and ways that residents can volunteer:

- Acting as Community Representatives when connecting with offenders of the neighborhood (requires an evening of training)

- Facilitating Peacemaking Circles (requires two days of training)

Updates from Seward Towers: Sala Sweet (CommonBond Communities): In light of ongoing reports from Towers residents feeling unsafe and the tragic events of New Year’s Eve, Seward Towers has plans to revisit its policing of the parking ramps and lots. Towers staff members plan to continue the parking permit program that will require all vehicles to display a permit when parking in the ramp. Each resident will have one guest permit to use, as well. 

There are plans to incrementally resurface the parking ramp over the course of the summer, which will increase the on-street parking use by Towers residents and visitors over the course of the summer.   

In lieu of a crime update from Lt. Knight / Shun Tillman, we revisited the Community Policing Plan to be confirmed next month:

· Areas in Seward in which we can focus for Community Policing Plan:

· Greenway

· Transitway

· Continued police presence at Triangle Park and Explorer Park

· 9th Street and the Expressway – police can also concentrate on that area.

· Mobility at Seward Square

· Perhaps the committee can continue to look at unsafe intersections in Seward.  Intersections mentioned included Riverside/ Franklin/ 29th and Riverside / 9th. The committee will certainly keep these intersections, among others, in mind, partnering with Franklin Avenue Planning projects, Seward Redesign. Additionally, the Community Development Committee will address these problem intersections in forthcoming meetings.  

The next meeting will take place at Seward Towers East in the community room. Shun Tillman will likely be in attendance.

Adjourn.

