Seward Neighborhood Group Crime and Safety Committee Meeting Minutes   
Monday, April 13, 2009, 7:00 – 8:45

Matthews Park Community Center Meeting Room A * 2318 29th Avenue South

Present: Carolyn Schurr, Kathy Sikora, Pam McConville, Geoffrey Abbott, Marilyn Jones, Eric Hofsted, Shun Tillman (Precinct 3 Crime Prevention Specialist) Annie Welch (Chair and Facilitator, SNG Board)

I. Introductions – Each individual who was also in attendance of the March meeting gave a brief reflection of the last meeting.  Those who were not present discussed their interest in the committee.  

II. The March minutes and April agenda were approved with corrections articulated by Annie, as was the March agenda. 

III. Updates and Announcements: 

· A message sent to the block group on 27th Avenue and Franklin stated that there have been a series of car break-ins along 27th Avenue – all were encouraged to take the necessary precautions, including locking doors, not leaving valuables in sight from outside of vehicles, and so on. 

· Problem property at 3109 25th Street East has been addressed for the time being, as the woman in residence was in dire need of assistance. The property has deteriorated over time, with many neighbors concerned of the property itself, but more importantly, the woman residing in the house. The water had been shut off several months prior to any visit from a City or County representative. The woman is now safe, receiving medical care that she needs, and will receive future assistance through adult foster care programs.  

I. Area Crime Update from Crime Prevention Specialist Shun Tillman: Again, overall, crime is down, but there are pockets in which criminal activity seems to be taking place – the northwest region of the neighborhood.

· The Wilkes’ trial has been postponed. 

· There was a suggestion to proactively alter the landscape near Seward Towers East, bringing the picnic table in that area into greater view, and inviting patrons of the Seward Co-op to use the table for lunches and so on. The idea is to deter the group of folks who hang out and create minor nuisance problems from focusing on use of the table, which is currently out of sight as a result of the hedges. It was suggested to trim back the hedges and bring the table forward. Annie will contact Nasra Noor and Sala Sweet regarding this suggestion. 

V. 
Finalization of Community Policing Plan: Complete, Thanks to Shun Tillman, who encouraged all to read and work on achieving some of the goals outlined in the plan. 

VI. 
Discussion and Update of NRP Funding for Crime and Safety Committee: The SNG Board approved changes to NRP change II that would transfer the NRP monies that were previously allocated to crime prevention measures to a category entitled “community liaison”. While many of these uses of the money would remain the same, Annie advocated that almost half of the funding be reserved for crime prevention purposes. Members of the committee suggested uses for this money including the following: 

1. Stroll Patrol with bandanas and t-shirts

2. Graffiti removal efforts 

3. Bikes and/or walkie talkies for patrollers or police officers

4. 
Posting of signs for crime prevention efforts

5. 
Home security audits (which are usually free), but potential funding of motion detector lights and surveys.

VII. 
Articulture Mural listening session: The staff at Articulture, having been directed to work with the Crime and Safety Committee on the community engagement process for the mural on the old Smiley’s Dental Clinic on the west-facing wall on the southwest corner of 26th and Franklin, have asked for some time during the May meeting for a listening session. Members of the committee were opposed to using meeting time for this purpose, as it does not directly fall under the auspices of the committee’s concerns, nor do members feel qualified as artists to address the design of this project. Instead, members recommended that Articulture approach SCAN (Seward Culture and Art Network) for input. Annie suggested sharing general space (i.e. Crime and Safety Committee meets in Meeting Room A at Matthews Park Community Center and Articulture holds listening session in community room) and time, giving attendees of each meeting freedom to attend either and/or both meetings. Perhaps we can devote 20 minutes from our next meeting to this cause, but not an hour, as requested.  

VIII. 
Planning for a Graffiti Removal Event: While a date was not exactly set, two in attendance were working on a date and time to go out together. 

· It was suggested to invite a representative from the City who knows about “the do’s and don’ts” of graffiti removal to come to our next meeting to address some universal concerns about graffiti removal.  

· We would like to initiate a wider conversation about encouraging parents in the neighborhood to teach their children that graffiti is not viewed as art and is not welcome in the neighborhood.  

· There was also discussion about asking The Bridge to write an article about graffiti in general, raising awareness and encouraging members of the community to band together to keep our community clean and graffiti-free.  

IX. 
Discussion of topics for future meetings: Annie asked what all would think about holding the meeting at Seward Towers more often – In general, members agreed that it is better to have a consistent meeting place, and to only change locations on rare occasions, and in the event that there is a specific topic warranting a change in place.  

X.  
Meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,

Annie Welch

Approved, C&S Committee, May 11,2009.
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