DRAFT


SNG Crime and Safety Meeting

September 11, 2006, 7:00-8:45 p.m., Matthews Park Center

In attendance: Clem Engen, Kathy Sikora, Shun Tillman (3rd Precinct CCP/SAFE), Joan Vanhala (SNG), Dick Westby (Chair), Carolyn Schurr, Robin Garwood (Councilmember Gordon's office),  Laura Lipkin,  Kathy Webster, June Prange, Jessica Hayssen (LCC Community Organizer), Darwin Hendel, Bobbie Galway, Bonnie Gray, Marlys Gray
Welcome — Self-introductions were made, and minutes of the August 2006 meeting approved. 

Discussion on meeting minutes: the SNG Board of Directors receives the most recent minutes which are unapproved because of the timing of our committee meeting and when the SNG board meets. Meeting minutes have been posted on the website with draft on top. Joan and Lori Stone have pulled those minutes off and will post meeting minutes as approved. In the future meeting minutes will not be posted on the website until they are approved. In future exact addresses will not be listed, previous meeting minutes will be changed to reflect this policy. We will not list people names when reporting  committee discussions when addressing issues that may have potential affect on their personal safety.

3rd Prct. Update, Shun Tillman — Shun Tillman brought a crime statistics report of robberies of person where a weapon was used. This report covered the Seward, Longfellow, Cooper, Howe, and Hiawatha neighborhoods from January 1, 2006 to August 14, 2006. Seward total: 2; Longfellow total: 3; Cooper total: 1; Howe total: 14; Hiawatha total: 1. Discussion on police patrols of Seward neighborhood: the ability of the 3rd Precinct to maintain regular patrols of the Seward neighborhood depends on the current resources. If there are incidences in other parts of the 3rd Precinct or other parts of the city, the squad that serves our area will be pulled out and sent to other areas.  73 more police officers were hired in 2005. 43 more officers are being hired in 2006. These are city wide numbers. Resources are the issue. There will be an increase of the ability of the 3rd Precinct to serve our area in the future. Shun presented Seward Crime Maps for the month of August 2006.  Questions were asked to clarify crime catagories. Of note: 2 arson cases - 2 cars were set on fire - one at 28th St. & 31st Ave.and one at 24th St. & 34th Ave.
Resident's Issues and Concerns — Neighbors from Seabury Avenue were present to report that last Wednesday night a car was stolen. This care was broken into a month before. Seabury Avenue has a long history of this kind of activity. Seabury is a street that doesn’t have houses on both sides with poor lighting. Neighbors have raised this issue with the City of Minneapolis and the MPLS Parks & Rec. with no results. Shun recommended the neighbors creating a petition requesting an increase of lighting in this area and giving it to their City Council Member and to the MPLS Parks & Rec. 60% of the neighbors are needed on the petition to increase the lighting. Shun will put together a history of incidents in this area. Also on the adjacent block on Minneapolis Ave., an elderly neighbors house was broken into sometime between 11am and 2pm. The house was totally ransacked and valuables were stolen. Another neighbors house was broken into around the same time but nothing was stolen. There have been 8 incidents on Honda and Acura's in the past five years on Seabury Ave. Neighbors asked about the possibility of a decoy/bait car to catch auto thieves. These cars have a GPS system to track down the person who stole the car.  It is important for all neighbors to report all the crimes to 911 and to keep in good communication with their neighbors. Another issue in this area is that every weekend kids are partying by the river. They go down the set of stairs near this block. They are drinking and building fires. They come up to the street at early morning hours noisy and disturbing the peace of the neighbors. 

Strategies for keeping our neighborhood safe: Neighbors can create their own email list to keep each other informed in a timely way about crime in their area and/or neighbors can send crime incidents to Joan Vanhala so that she can inform the SNG Crime & Safety email list to keep a look out for certain types of behavior and crime in the neighborhood. This helps to keep neighbors alert and looking out for suspicious behavior. It is also important to document incidents often small bits of information can be pieced together by the police that can lead to an investigation for prosecution. 

Committee Update: 

22xx 24th Ave. S. — Neighbors reported that there have been problems at this MPHA scattered site house. This was communicated via email to Joan from Bernie Weibel, SNG staff. Committee asked for neighbors to attend SNG Crime & Safety to provide more information.

24xx 32nd Ave. S. — Neighbors report that the activity has lsowed way down. Yet there is lots of trash and deterioration of the property. Neighbor called in a formal complaint to 311. Neighbors report that the owner does not live there and is most likely in a nursing home. Shun will follow up with Housing Inspections on this property. 

Blues Barbershop — Windows are fixed, there is a new sign, problem tenants have moved out. the new name of the business is the Seward Neighborhood Barbershop. The adjacent block club is very  happy. 

Graffiti - The most recent Longfellow Messenger has a cover article on graffiti. Dick and Clem have been out again removing graffiti on traffic signs, dumpsters, mail boxes, stop signs, and trash containers. 

Recommendation for speaker at our next meeting: invite Housing Inspector.

Discussion on organizing an Block Club focused meeting; Block clubs could share their success stories. Possibly include a home safety workshop. Make it fun - potluck. A good opportunity to support our block clubs and neighbors interested in forming a block club. January would be a good time to have this event.

The next Crime & Safety Committee meeting will be held on Monday, October 9th, 2006, 7:00 p.m. at Matthews Center. Minutes approved by vote at C&S meeting on ______________________________.
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