DRAFT


SNG Crime and Safety Meeting

May 8, 2006, 7:00-8:45 p.m., Matthews Park Center
In attendance: Clem Engen, Kathy Sikora, Shun Tillman (3rd Precinct CCP/SAFE), Joan Vanhala (SNG), Dick Westby (Chair), Joan Vanhala, Jason Ergen (Capital Security), Tony Gardner (Capital Security), Nikki Olson (Matthews Park Director)

Welcome — Self-introductions were made, and minutes of the April 2006 meeting approved. Our last months meeting was abruptly  ended with MPLS Police officers searching Park Building with guns drawn. They were responding to a call from Park staff who reported a youth who possibly had a gun. No gun was found. Two youth were handcuffed and later released. They were not the youth who reportedly had the gun. Four days later the youth who reportedly had a gun was sited in the outside basketball court. Police were called and had all the people, 30 youth and adults, on their knees with hand behind their back. This sent a clear message to all park participants that this behavior will not be tolerated. The park has instituted their policy that all youth must have an ID to use indoor park facilities.

3rd Prct. Update, Shun Tillman —  2012 29th Ave. had been referred to City of MPLS as a nuisance property. There is a city wide multi-jurisdictional team that handles nuisance properties. A neighbor had been threatened by people at this house on her way to a community meeting. For the past several weeks there have been junk cars and a truck that are packed full of trash. If a vehicle is parked on the street over 72 hours it can be towed. Officer Lopez is the contact at the 3rd Precinct for these kind of vehicles and can be called directly with complaints. There has also been constant daily activity from this property and to another house across the street. There was a gun incident at 33rd & 25th St. Three shots were fired at a resident that hit their vehicle and shot out a vehicle window. No clear leads on this incident. 3rd Precinct sees it as a random event. New city ordinance on graffiti - once a property owner has been notified by the city they have ten days to remove or the city will remove and charge the property owner.  There has been a series of burglaries of garages - several of these garages were unlocked. The two rapes on the crime map were a result of people who knew each other and alcohol was involved.  

Committee Updates:

Special Meeting on Franklin Ave. Safety - This meeting was held on May 2nd . 13 people attended but there was no business representation. Joan handed out notes from this meeting. Contract has been facilitated by CommonBond for the last 9 years. $6000 per month includes patrolling on E. Franklin Ave. from 22nd Ave. to 29th Ave., alleyways  on both sides of Franklin and 9th Street. There are currently 5 businesses who pay into this contract with CommonBond subsidizing the rest of the contract. The extended patrol on Franklin Ave. will end on May 31st. This group created a strategy to put together several different plans to take to Franklin Ave. businesses for buy in, to get on the SCCA agenda to get their support, talk to Anishinabe Wakiagun about their services. Joan heard back from Jim Welna, chair of SCCA. He was not interested in having this on the SCCA agenda or spending time on it. This effectively takes Seward Redesign staff off of this issue. Joan has created a list of options of days and times for the businesses that Ken Brennen, owner of Capital Security, will fill in the dollar amounts. Joan will go talk to Ken Brennen after this meeting tonight.

Graffiti Removal - SNG office has a set of paint and graffiti removal supplies for removing graffiti from public property. Dick and Clem will go out to remove graffiti around Matthews Park and Seward Montessori School as soon as the sun shines.

Bridge Article - Joan has sent information about Capital Security contract to the Bridge editor. Several people will call to support getting an article written about this issue.

The next Crime & Safety Committee meeting will be held on Monday, June 12th, 2006, 7:00 p.m. at Matthews Center. Minutes approved by vote at C&S meeting on _________________________.
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