DRAFT


SNG Crime and Safety Meeting

May 14, 2007, 7:00-8:30 p.m., Matthews Park Center

In attendance: Clem Engen, Robin Garwood (Council Member Gordon’s Office), Jean Johnstad (SNG Board Chair), Kathy Sikora (C&S Co-Chair), Carolyn Schurr, Shun Tillman (Crime Prevention Specialist, 3rd Precinct), Annie Westall, Dick Westby (C&S Chair), Marilyn Jones, Joan Vanhala (SNG), Leah Entemann (SNG), Lt. Mike Sullivan (3rd Precinct), Robert Haddow

Welcome and introductions

Approval of the draft minutes for the April 2007 Crime & Safety meeting.

Announcements:  Sex Offender Notification meeting was well attended and participants were notified that the offender has moved from the Seward neighborhood; 3rd Precinct Open House, May 15; National Night Out, August 7; King's Fair, September 22, and next planning meeting is May 22.

Welcome Lt. Mike Sullivan: Lt. Sullivan is our new sector Lieutenant at the 3rd Precinct. He supervised the patrol officers in both Sector 3 and Sector 4. He started this position 2 months ago. Lt. Sullivan worked for 11 years at the 5th Precinct. He also worked with the Fugitive Task Force within the Minneapolis Police Department. As a Sergeant, he also worked the downtown district late night shift for 5 years and was the Rangemaster for the Minneapolis Police Department firearms and deadly force training.

Lt. Sullivan praised Inspector Lucy Gerold and said that she is a great leader in every way. She has set the following priorities for the 3rd Precinct:  1) Morale of Officers, 2) Crime Prevention, 3) Community Relations. Morale is currently very high among the 3rd Precinct officers. Right now, Lt. Sullivan is learning as much as possible about the 3rd Precinct and the areas that he covers. He has been attending several community meetings, meeting residents. 

Lt. Sullivan addressed neighborhood crime concerns: Resident had questions about the recent break-ins at Franklin Ave. businesses. Lt. Sullivan and Shun Tillman will be attending the Seward Civic and Commerce Association (SCCA) meeting this week to talk to businesses. Shun mentioned that this pattern is precinct-wide. The 3rd Precinct is investigating possible suspects. Lt. Sullivan stated the importance of being able to identify a pattern of behavior associated with the break-ins. Without this information, it is very hard to apprehend the offenders. He sees the business break-ins as unrelated to house break-ins. Offenders often choose one mode of operation and stick with it. Shun sees that there has been improvement in the communication between the community and the 3rd Precinct. 

Another resident spoke to a problem with 311/911 reporting and responses. She had an experience where she called 311 and they sent her to 911 who told her to call 311.  She was reporting semi-trucks idling all night long on 9th Street. There was no response from the police. Shun Tillman and Lt. Sullivan recommended a presentation by the supervisor of 311 and 911 at SNG Crime & Safety committee meeting. These issues could turn into a larger community event. Lt. Sullivan noted that 311 has a ten-day response time to calls. 

3rd Precinct Update, Shun Tillman: 24XX32nd Ave. — This house was sold but is not yet empty of its current occupants. Joan Vanhala reported that she had talked to both the potential owner’s realtor and the present owner’s realtor. The closing date has been delayed because the current owner's sister needs court approval for her signature. Once the closing date has been set, the current owner will post a no-trespass order and vacant the premises a week before the closing. The property will be cleaned up at that time. In the mean time, the current owner is letting the utilities go in hopes of this helping to get rid of some of the unwanted visitors . Residents reported that this property is still very active. Lt. Sullivan made a commitment to have the Community Response Team do another knock-and-talk at this property to let the people there know they need to stop current activities. Residents of this block give sincere thanks to Shun Tillman, the 3rd Precinct, and Joan Vanhala for all their help and information on this situation. The neighbors really have worked hard on cleaning up this property. They are ready to welcome the new owner and help him out in any way that they can.

Robbery at 22XX 29th Ave. — This is currently under investigation, and there is a strong lead on the offenders. Shun updated the committee on progress on prosecuting the Wilkes family for burglary offenses. One of the boys was arrested and a warrant is out for another but he is on the run. Shun has submitted a packet of information on this family to the Hennepin County Attorney. Lt. Sullivan said that the 3rd Precinct did a search of the house and that guns were found and removed. This household is getting plenty of police attention. 

Blues Barbershop — No new news. This business is up for sale. 

Seward Crime Maps — Break-ins were home burglaries.  It was noted that some “burglaries” might be listed as “larcenies” depending on what occurred.  For example, someone breaking a window and then entering the property and stealing something would result in a burglary, but it someone broke a window, reached in and grabbed something, it would be a larceny.

Seward Towers Triangle Park Update — Nasra Noor from SNG organized a meeting with Dee Minogue, Seward Towers West residents, Lt. Sullivan, Shun Tillman and Joan Vanhala to talk about safety issues at Triangle Park. Lt. Sullivan has now designated Triangle Park as a targeted enforcement area. Shun Tillman followed up with talking to Zipp's Liquors about selling alcohol to chronic inebriates. This park is owned by Seward Towers, and Dee made a commitment to post a sign about park rules that give the police authority to remove anyone breaking the rules. Dee also contacted the Kola Street Outreach Program at the American Indian Community Development Corporation. Police officers have been stopping by the park on their down time. A resident noted that Explorer Park, by Seward Towers East, also has the same problems with chronic inebriates.  Nasra has checked with the residents, and there haven't been any complaints lately. Lt. Sullivan recognized the valuable contributions of Shun Tillman and his dedication to the residents of Sector 4 of the 3rd Precinct. 

Seward Montessori School Update — Annie Westall organized a meeting with Seward Montessori School Principal Marilyn Levine, Shun Tillman and Joan Vanhala to talk about strengthening our connection around crime and safety concerns. Annie organized a packet of partnership opportunities such as the McGruff program, a map of McGruff houses in Seward, possible identification of a designated Crime & Safety contact at the school who would act as a block club leader, using Operation ID to help in the recovery of stolen property at the school, opportunities for safety presentations, and a crime & safety information table at school events. Crime and safety issues at Montessori were mostly theft from auto, auto theft, and theft at the school.

Update on the SNG Crime & Safety motion to SNG Board:  

Riverside Market Graffiti Issue: SNG Board and Lori Stone have created a plan. Seward Redesign has hired a youth from the neighborhood to clean up any unwanted graffiti on the RM site. Residents and businesses will be notified of the plan by the end of the month. Dick Westby noted that a resident requested a special meeting focused on graffiti in the Seward neighborhood, inviting experts from the City of Minneapolis. There was some discussion on a Crime & Safety Speak Out as an option for this meeting to cover broader issues. Committee members noted that there was a speaker on graffiti last year. 

Crime & Safety Staff Support:  The Board noted that there are currently no additional resources to be applied to Crime & Safety staff support. Currently supported at 5 hours per week. Board will look into additional funding sources. Board also stressed the importance of neighborhood volunteers and mobilizing their leadership. Cam Gordon's office is hiring interns this summer to help organize around crime and safety issues: block club organizing, NNO, etc. 

The next Crime & Safety Committee meeting will be held on Monday, June 11, 2007, 7:00 p.m., at Matthews Center. Minutes approved by vote at C&S meeting _________________________________.
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