SNG Crime and Safety Meeting

March 12, 2007, 7:00-8:30 p.m., Matthews Park Center

In attendance: Richard Andre, Leah Entemann (SNG), Council Member Cam Gordon, Jean Johnstead (SNG Board Chair), Kathy Sikora (C&S Co-Chair), Inspector Lucy Gerold (3rd Precinct), Joan Vanhala (SNG), Roy Sorenson, Nancy Donoval, John Hansen, Joyce Lyman, Lisa VanOrsow, Nga Noble, Annie Stielman, Margaret Bell, Stephen T. McClellan, Clem Engen, June Prange, Carolyn Schurr, Audie Gillespie, Greg Tromiczak, Ann Risch, Lon Nichols, Howard Moy, Teri Welch, Robert Haddow, Carol Greenwood

WELCOME — Self-introductions were made, and minutes of the February 2007 meeting approved.   This meeting was devoted to Block Clubs, and a dessert potluck resulted in an amazing number of great treats, juice and coffee of which all participants were encouraged to partake.

Presentation by Inspector Lucy Gerold, 3rd Precinct — Inspector Gerold started her career with the City of Minneapolis as a Crime Prevention Specialist at the time they still were exploring whether having the police work with the community would make a difference. This was in the 1980s, when CCP/SAFE was not a part of the Minneapolis Police Department. She went on to become the head of CCP/Safe and then became a police officer.  Her roots are based in community policing, and she values strong community / police relations. She started as head of the 3rd Precinct in January 2007.  In early April, the 3rd Precinct will begin a plan to add police officers and staff, with emphasis on the Community Response Team. The Community Response Team consists of daytime, plainclothes police officers who focus on drug dealing, prostitution, suspected drug houses and problem properties. Current Sector 4 (our area of the 3rd Prct., including Seward and Greater Longfellow (Longfellow, Cooper, Howe, and Hiawatha) Lieutenant Connie Leaf is being assigned to Homeland Security, and a new Sector Lieutenant will be assigned.  (It was learned the following day that our new Sector Lieutenant would be Lt. Mike Sullivan, who will handle Sector 3 as well.)

One resident asked if we would ever have SAFE officers again. Inspector Gerold replied that this is very unlikely, but she emphasized that she wants all Police Officers to work in that capacity. The ability of the 3rd Prct. to provide beat officers and officers on bike patrol would be ideal, but the 1st priority is the Prct.’s ability to have timely 911 response, which means officers in patrol cars. On-foot officers work better in high-density areas. The number of officers in our area depends on the night and the time of night. 911 has a priority established for calls — certain calls have a greater priority than others. A resident raised the concern about the number of prostitution incidents reported vs the number of prostitution incidents shown on this month’s crime map. Inspector Gerold feels that the best way to address prostitution is through undercover work to arrest johns and prostitutes. She also noted that Part II crimes generally are portrayed less accurately on the crime maps than the Part I crimes. One resident voiced concern about the low priority of our area and wondered whether 3rd Prct. squads ever get called out of the 3rd Prct. Inspector Gerold reported that 3rd Prct. squad cars almost never leave our area, although there is always one squad car assigned to do so should an emergency need be communicated by another precinct. Burglary and property crimes are crimes of opportunity and can be reduced by residents taking proper security measures. Annual priorities for the 3rd Prct still are being set. 

Resources for Block Clubs — Unfortunately, Shun Tillman, Seward’s Crime Prevention Specialist, was unable to attend the meeting due to a family emergency. Shun did give Joan Vanhala (SNG) information sheets for block clubs (made available to the meeting participants), and stood in for Shun at the meeting.  Shun and the SNG Crime & Safety Committee are both valuable resources for block clubs and residents. Shun can provide a variety of workshops (home safety, personal safety, how to use 911 and 311) for interested block clubs. Council Member Cam Gordon stated that block clubs are very important to the City of Minneapolis, which has a goal to increase block clubs throughout the city. 

Block Club Sharing: Rich Andre talked about free emergency-training opportunities for community residents and block clubs. He will send an email for Joan to distribute to the SNG Crime & Safety email list. 

Several members from the 2500 block of 28th Ave. were present and talked about their 3-1/2 years of work on a problem property on their block. They have been working with Shun Tillman and the Community Response Team, but, to date, they have not been able to make much progress. CRT has not been able to make an undercover buy at this property, as the homeowner is very smart with regard to those he sells drugs to. The Crime & Safety Committee will ask Shun for a progress report on this property at our next meeting. 

A resident of the Milwaukee Ave. Homeowners Association spoke about how they organize to be proactive, with community building events such as spring clean-ups, National Night Out, planting vines to deter graffiti, etc.  Another block club member talked of organizing bowling parties, another of having progressive dinners at different block-club members’ homes, and gardening together. 

Carol Greenwood talked of activities by some of the block clubs in her area and offered a potential Block Club event for all Seward Block Clubs.  The Seward Neighborhood is engaged in an environmental challenge ... trying to be the best neighborhood in terms of reducing energy consumption.  The Minnesota Energy Challenge wants to empower Minnesotans to take simple steps to reduce energy use and Minnesota’s CO2 emissions.  Everyone is encouraged to take part in this challenge.  You can use a web browser to go to www.mnenergychallenge.org and provide some basic information about your household and its energy use.  Then you can create a customized action list to reduce your energy use as much as you choose to reduce it.  Energy savings can be assigned to neighborhood, school, church, business or other organizations.  You can also learn about utility rebates and programs that can reduce your costs.  This would provide a good issue for block clubs to work on.  Informational meetings could be held, and efforts made to get all in the block club to take the Challenge.  Carol is the person coordinating this effort in Seward, and she would be happy to talk about the project.  You could contact her directly at carolgwood@mn.rr.com. 

Still another block club member talked about how important it was to get kids involved in block club activities — the more kids are involved, the more the adults become involved. In addition to the usual events, this block club holds a Fall Harvest Party.

Although the meeting was adjourned shortly after 8:30, block club members continued to talk with each other and enjoy the great treats that were the participants brought.

The next Crime & Safety Committee meeting will be held on Monday, April 9, 2007, 7:00 p.m., at Matthews Center. 

Minutes approved by vote at C&S meeting __April 9, 2007___________________.
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