SNG Crime and Safety Meeting

July 10, 2006, 7:00-8:45 p.m., Matthews Park Center
In attendance: Clem Engen, Kathy Sikora, Shun Tillman (3rd Precinct CCP/SAFE), Joan Vanhala (SNG), Dick Westby (Chair), Sara DePue (Matthews Park Director), Carolyn Schurr, Dee Minogue (Common Bond), Audrey Boyle, Deb Warren, Karma Hughes, Stephen McClellan, Bob Hain, Robin Garwood (Cam Gordon's office)

Welcome — Self-introductions were made, and minutes of the June 2006 meeting approved. 

Discussion on Seward neighborhood All Block Club Gathering. LCC is organizing a Block Club Convention. Would Seward residents be interested in joining in with them? General consensus on organizing a gathering just for Seward block clubs.

Resident's Issues and Concerns: Continued concern about 21XX 29th Ave. that had been interacting with the property that was boarded up across the street. Fireworks at 34th Ave. & 24th St. - fireworks were being shot off and the embers landed on a neighboring roof. Neighbor went to talk to the people and they moved their fireworks to Matthews Park for the next night. Firework calls into 911 are not a priority. Jim Davie is working on new state legislation on making them illegal again.
3rd Prct. Update, Shun Tillman : 

22XX 27th Ave. S. - Shun had the listing of 911 calls on the property since 2000. There have been only 13 calls during this six year period. This is not necessarily a police issue. There have been an increase of activity recently with fire pit, fireworks, traffic & noise, kids & noise. Housing violations have been called in about the trash and broken window on the 2nd floor. Shun  will call landlord. He recommends that residents call landlord also. 

Seward Crime Maps - arson - two cars were burned; robbery of person - person was waiting for LRT, police successfully caught offender  - remember to be alert, look for early signs of possible danger, observe the description of the person , change your walking direction, ask for help, if case of confrontation remember to carry purse on one shoulder instead of over your neck so you don’t get dragged down when purse is snatched, you can always go into Taco Bell - they are open until 3am and will let you use their phone or stay there for safety; most burglaries were garage break-ins; there were a couple of youth related aggravated assaults. Simple Assault is pushing. Aggravated Assault is continued force.

Committee Update: Graffiti removal - Dick and Clem went out again to remove graffiti. They have been out 3 times. Graffiti removal materials are available at the SNG office - call Joan Vanhala 612-338-6205 x108, quit a bit can get done in a couple of hours, remember to call 311 to report graffiti, remember the 3 Rs: Read, Report, Remove. It would be nice if we had a digital camera to record graffiti. We intend to keep graffiti down to a minimum.

National Night Out : Encourage all blocks to get out and have a NNO party. Be aware to keep your houses locked while at the party. SNG - people who know what's going on talk to your neighbors. Nominate your block club for the City award.

The next Crime & Safety Committee meeting will be held on Monday, July 10th, 2006, 7:00 p.m. at Matthews Center. Minutes approved by vote at C&S meeting on ____August 14, 2006_____________________.
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