SNG Crime and Safety Committee Meeting

January 12, 2009

Matthews Center

In the absence of committee chair Annie Welch, who was ill, Sheldon Mains chaired the meeting.

Dan Cornejo reported on the Hennepin County project to upgrade the 5-legged intersection at the northeast end of the Mississippi River Bridge.  The design team is committed to gathering public input on the project and will keep neighborhoods informed about progress and plans.

Lt, Christiansen reported on the News Year Eve incident that involved the kidnapping and assault of a Seward Towers East resident and his companion.  Three members of the Wilkes family have been charged with 2 counts of kidnapping, aggravated robbery and also vehicle theft.  A fourth family member has also been arrested on a non-related charge.  

It was moved and seconded that SNG contact the County Attorney handling the case as well as Mike Freeman to communicate the impact of this family's criminal activity has had on the neighborhood over many years.  The motion passed unanimously.

Gabe Hoffman, SNG's representative on the Greenway Coalition, reported on the recent robberies/assaults of cyclists on the Greenway and the bike path along the LRT route between the Cedar Avenue station and the Greenway.  The police presence has been stepped up on the bike way and has included bike patrols.  The increased presence and the cold weather may be responsible for the fact that there have been no new incidents in since early December.  Robin Garwood reported that Cam's office is working to clarify responsibility for the transit-way bike path.  This path is owned by MetroTransit; however, the city has been plowing it.  Cam's office is also working to insure that the new MetroTransit maintenance building to be constructed along the bike path will have outside lighting on the trail side.   The Coalition is considering civilian bike patrols for the Greenway.

Shun Tillman, Seward's CCP safety representative, is asking for input into the development of the Seward community policing plan for 2009.  One suggestion was to include the transit way in the plan.  Everyone was encouraged to complete the community policing plan forms and forward them to the SNG office.  The committee will work on the plan at its February meeting.

It was also suggested that the committee look at unsafe intersections in Seward.  Intersections mentioned included Riverside/Franklin/29th and Riverside/9th. 

Other ideas included reactivating the Seward Stroll Patrol and hosting a bike safety training program for kids in the spring, possibly at one of the Towers.  Residents also asked about the ongoing problem of trash houses in the neighborhood.

