SNG Crime and Safety Meeting

January 8, 2007 7:00-8:30 p.m., Matthews Park Center

In attendance: Mary Ann Davis, Gene Davis, Gina Herring, Joey Brochin, Carol Greenwood, Tim Ontko, Laura Lipkin, Carolyn Schurr, June Prange, Jean Johnstad, Julia VanCleve, Michael Kronebusch, Shun Tillman (Crime Prevention Specialist 3rd Precinct), Lt. Connie Leaf (3rd Precinct), Joan Vanhala (SNG), Dick Westby (Co-Chair), Kathy Sikora(Co-Chair), Scott Vreeland (Minneapolis Park Board), Lois Knipp, Pat Keefe, Clem Engen, Liz Hart, Kim Schneider, Sarah Reuben Meillier, Christi Thompson, Kyle Hanson, John Stumme, Trent Alexander

Welcome — Self-introductions were made, and minutes of the November 2006 meeting approved. 

Announcements: Minneapolis Police Department Building Blocks Award — Seward block clubs are encouraged to nominate their block club for the Annual Building Block Award. Nomination forms were handed out. Nominations also can be found on the City of Minneapolis website. The deadline for nominations is January 31, 2007.

Carol Greenwood, a member of the SNG Environment Committee, handed out information on the Minnesota Energy Challenge for use by block clubs. The Environment Committee is working with the Center for Energy and Environment to collaborate with Seward block clubs and is promoting block-club participation by delivering energy saving equipment and information to their neighbors. In addition, Joan will send this information out to the SNG Crime & Safety email list. 

Problem Property, 24XX 32nd Ave. S.: Last Saturday, Dick Westby knocked on the door of this property and talked to the homeowner. He let him know about neighborhood concerns and invited him to this meeting.  The owner let Dick know that he is preparing to sell his house and will be working on that goal in the next couple of weeks. Joan Vanhala talked to Brian Miller, Seward ReDesign, about this house and the kind of assistance that ReDesign could offer. Brian offered to meet with the owner to assist him with the sale of the house. Shun Tillman believes this would be the best resolution to the problems at this property and encouraged the neighborhood to continue working toward that goal. 

The Community Response Team (CRT) at the 3rd Precinct made an arrest at this property for an outstanding warrant in October 2006. Attempts to make a drug buy were unsuccessful, and CRT found no evidence of drug sales. Shun reported there were only six 911 calls on this property since 2005. 

The neighbors are very frustrated. They know that they have called 911 specifically naming this address. Neighbors have seen no change in the activity at this house. Typically, there are 15 people a day at that home from 6 am until midnight. Neighbors are discouraged about police response and feel that it has been ineffective. The neighbors asked if a 911 report can be called for the entire block. Neighbors are seeing a spillover crime effect in the area around this property, such as house break-ins, car thefts and car accidents. There was also a woman who was attempting to break into a house a block away; the responding officers told the 911 caller that she was from “that crack house”. For this incident, there was a 40-minute response time. Shun reminded neighbors that it is how they report to 911 that prioritizes response time — for example, an “unwanted person on porch” ranks lower than an “attempted break-in”. 

Neighbors asked if there were any other investigation standards available should there be meth production at this house. Shun stated that meth production is unlikely. Housing inspections has been called out on this property, and some specific issues were resolved. Neighbors asked about tracking warrants for license plates.  Lt. Connie Leaf informed neighbors that there are no laws in Minnesota about the owner of the car being the registered owner. 

Lt. Leaf reminded neighbors that the police are required to follow the law, which has stringent guidelines on stopping and/or searching individuals. The police need probable cause through a drug buy to receive a search warrant. Police also have limited resources. Lt. Leaf suggested a neighborhood log of activities. Neighbors let her know that they have been keeping a log since the summer and have given this information to the 3rd Precinct. Neighbors asked if the police could stake out the house at regular times? The police need direct evidence of drug sales. The 3rd Precinct did do a “knock and talk” at this house and the owner told them to get off his property. Lt. Leaf recommended a citizen patrol; Shun supported this idea.

As long as the homeowner lives in the residence, there is a limit to what the police can do. There are no laws about people visiting and staying at a private property. Neighbors question the owner’s sincerity about selling the property? Is there a way the neighborhood can expedite this? 

Steps we can agree to do: Lt. Leaf has asked for an extra patrol in the area, neighbors requested another “knock and talk” by the 3rd Precinct, CRT will continue to track information, support of the sale of the home will be continued, Dick Westby  will talk to the owner again, and signs could be created to put up in the neighborhood alerting possible criminals that they are being watched..

Seward Neighborhood Crime Alert: There have been several robberies of person with assault by the LRT stations by 3-5 Somali males demanding money. Neighbors are urged to be alert, take extra precautions, report to 911 any suspicious activity, and carry only what you need.

3rd Precinct Update, Shun Tillman Crime Prevention Specialist: Overview of crime maps - 2 rapes at the Fairview Hospital psych ward, and auto thefts are up.  He reminded participants not to leave cars running with the keys in the ignition.  Burglary and larceny are down for the month of December; one aggravated assault was a domestic.  Joan will add the 2006 year-end crime totals to the Seward Crime statistics for our next meeting. Neighbors noticed some of the crimes reported during this time were not on the map. Shun said that they may be behind on entering data, as the Geo Master system was down for a couple of days. 

Neighborhood Graffiti: Dick and Clem have removed graffiti throughout the neighborhood but often it is back in two weeks. The graffiti removal supplies at SNG work well. Thank you to the other neighbors who removed graffiti. 

Several neighbors expressed their concerns about the Riverside Market mural/graffiti. One neighbor stated that “convicted felons” have been painting on this building and it is not good to promote this type of art with these youth. Another neighbor stated that the youth who worked on the crew to paint the mural have committed graffiti crimes citywide. InterMedia Arts took two years to create the protocols to control the free wall on their building and said that it is the nature of these youth to be renegades. Who is responsible for keeping “unauthorized” tagging off the mural. Neighbors expressed frustration over the whole mural vs. illegal graffiti on Riverside Market and are concerned by the spread of graffiti onto building walls beyond the Market.  Scott Vreeland expressed concern that park tax dollars must now be used to clean up spill-over graffiti into the parks.  Neighbors recommend that SNG/Seward Redesign staff work on a strategy to eliminate collateral damage. Neighbors are interested in continued dialogue.

The next Crime & Safety Committee meeting will be held on Monday, February 12th, 2007, 7:00 p.m. at Matthews Center. 

Minutes approved by vote at C&S meeting on __02/12/07______________.
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