DRAFT


SNG Crime and Safety Meeting

January 9, 2006, 7:00-8:45 p.m., Matthews Park Center
In attendance:  Len Anderson (Len’s Shell), David Berg, Ann Berres, Molly Christopher, 

Clem Engen, Tony Gardner (Capital Security), Bob Hain, Daryl Huntley, Jean Johnstad, 

Eileen Kilpatrick (Minneapolis Parks and Recreation), Kathy Lange, Dee Minogue (Seward Towers West Site Manager), Judy Neiswander, Nikki Olson (Mathews Park Center Director), Amtullah Y. Salaam, Niki Schaan (SNG VISTA), Kim Schneider, 

Kathy Sikora, Seth Spychala, Kathy Steinberger, Shun Tillman (3rd Precinct CCP/SAFE), Greg Tromiczak, Mary Witek (Minneapolis Parks and Recreation), Joan Vanhala (SNG) 

Introduction — Kathy Sikora chaired the meeting in Dick Westby’s absence.  Self-introductions were made.  The agenda and the meeting minutes from the December meeting were approved unanimously.  Kathy Sikora thanked Niki Schaan for taking the meeting notes at the last CSC meeting.  They were the basis for the formal minutes that had been approved at this meeting and which would be submitted to the SNG Board.  She asked that Niki continue to take the meeting notes.

3rd Prct. Update — Sgt. Ohotto, Minneapolis Parks & Recreation Police, updated the group on the recent stabbing that occurred at Matthews Park Center.  Kelly, a Center staff member, was attacked by a mentally ill woman.  The attack was unprovoked, and another Park Center staff member managed to get the knife from the attacker, while others called 911.  Children at the Center at the time helped take care of Kelly until help arrived.  Sgt. Ohotto noted that this type of attack is impossible to prevent, as there are no warning signs.  He commended the Center staff and the children on their reactions.  The staff and children were debriefed by the police and have talked with Park Board officials.  Luckily, Kelly was not hurt badly.  She was released from the hospital that same night, and she later visited with the kids who were there when she was attacked.  Kelly won’t be returning to Matthews Park — not because of the incident, but because she already had plans to move to Las Vegas to work with the homeless there.
Shun Tillman distributed two recent Seward Crime maps.  One map showed Part 1 crimes (higher-level crimes such as homicide, burglary, larceny, auto theft) and the other Part 2 (lower -level crimes such as simple assault, vandalism, disorderly conduct). Of the two rapes reported on these maps, one was a “date rape” and one perpetrated by an unregistered sex offender who since has been apprehended.  Shun noted that burglaries are still happening, but there are no suspects for the recent one.  He urged everyone to call 911 if we see anything suspicious.  Auto thefts are also up, but that may be a consequence of people leaving their cars running unattended.  There were a large number of disorderly conduct calls in the bar area around the Franklin LRT.

The rise in vandalism and graffiti charges were discussed.  Usually, “taggers” are given a slap on the wrist if caught.  They have to be caught many times before any meaningful sentence is received.  The 3rd Pct. is in the process of forming a Gang Graffiti committee.  Responding to resident concerns, Shun said that there does not appear to be gang activity in Seward at this time, but they are watching for gang-related graffiti.  Graffiti on the recently abandoned Riverside Market site was noted.  There may be a way to get some of the “hot-spot” cameras that Sgt. Olson (Graffiti Unit) wants to use for graffiti prevention and to help in general security.  Neighborhood support is needed for Sgt. Olson’s plan.  It was suggested that Sgt. Olson be invited to a future CSC meeting to talk about the program.

Shun concluded his update with a warning about increasing numbers of scam artists out and about in Seward.  Not all are kids — there have been increasing incidents of adults trying to get work and asking to be paid for it up front.  Then, of course, they don’t do the work and leave with the money.  Some others have been trying to get money for their “sick children” or “wife”.  Elderly residents are especially vulnerable to these types of crimes.  Shun again suggested that we be observant of who’s in our neighborhood and what’s going on, and let our neighbors know.

The group requested that Joan Vanhala collect crime data for Seward for 2004 and 2005.  This would give us a good idea of what is happening in Seward — not only how much crime, but what types of crime.

Resident Concerns/Issues — Dee Minogue, Site Manager at Seward Towers West, suggested that members from Capital Security attend the meeting to find out what’s going on in the neighborhood.  Seward Towers hires Capital Security to patrol both Towers and their parks.  Some Seward businesses (including Zipps, Wells Fargo, Welna) go in with the Towers on hiring guards to patrol their business areas as well.  One resident noted Capital Security’s help in getting very inebriated persons out of Explorer and Triangle Parks.

Len Anderson, Len’s Shell, noted problems he’s been having with the Wilkes family and their friends.  Property has been stolen or damaged, and workers have been harassed.  One employee’s car had its windows smashed, and tracks in newly fallen snow led from the damaged car straight to the Wilkes home.  The Police did not feel this was sufficient proof, and no one has been charged with this act of vandalism.  The station’s female employees have quit because of the harassment.  While Len has hired some large men to take over their jobs, he doesn’t want his business to have fear as part of the work environment.  Shun said he would relay Len’s concerns to others at the 3rd Prct and suggested that Len file restraining orders against the family members.

Neighbors of the Riverside Mkt. site noted that the building lights are out, and the alley area is very dark.  Shun suggested that this might be an issue of interest to the newly elected Seward Councilmember, Cam Gordon.  Rumor is that the building owners are selling the property, but, as one resident noted, it is the current owner’s responsibility to keep his property safe.  Xcel has a lighting program for dark alley areas, but it does cost a minimal amount, and half of the persons living on the affected alleys must petition for installation.  Local businesses may be interested in helping to cover the cost.

Community Updates — Molly Christopher talked about Block Patrols in other parts of Minneapolis and in other cities in the U.S.  These patrols usually focus on prevailing crimes, especially drug dealing and prostitution.  The Stevens Square Association suggested that we distribute a leaflet detailing current crimes.  Joan thought that Block Clubs could help distribute such a leaflet, as it might have more of an impact if neighbors are “passing the word”.  Molly, Shun and Joan will work on a leaflet and include statistics specific to Seward as well as information contact numbers.

Judy Neiswander is writing a C&S article for The Bridge.  She will meet with Shun to get some needed background.  Joan noted that many want to see a regular article in the newspaper that would summarize recent meetings; others suggested including crime maps or statistics as well as the date and time of the next C&S meeting.  

Joan talked about options for getting C&S information.  Most thought that the current email list was sufficient.  Those not wanting the information could request being taken off the list.  Both Joan and Shun reminded everyone that letting SNG know about crimes taking place is not that same as reporting them to the Police.  You always should report crime to the Police first, but SNG can help when you’re having problems with the reporting process.

Neighborhood Watch Signs — Shun was able to get Seward four Neighborhood Watch signs.  She, Dick Westby and Kathy Sikora met to go over the requests she had received about where to place the signs. It was decided to put one sign in 4 separate “Seward corner” areas:  (1) 2200 block of E. Franklin; (2) 26th Street and 26th Ave.; (3) 26th Street and 31st Ave.; and (4) Riverside & South 9th Street.  A motion to locate the signs at these locations was approved unanimously.  Block clubs wishing to purchase Neighborhood Watch signs can do.  One sign 12” x 18” .050” would cost $66.05 and can be purchased from EARL F. ANDERSEN & ASSOCIATES, INC. Joan will send out sign information to the email list.  
New Business — Joan found a Block Club list and sent out postcards for updated information and received 10 back in a very short time.  It was suggested that a future meeting could concern the lack of, or slow, response to 911 calls; elected officials could be invited.  Shun was asked to explain the new 311 system and the guidelines for using it.  Shun explained that 911 is still for emergencies.  311 is for everything else.  By calling 311, you will be directed to the appropriate department — Teleserve crime reporting, City Departments ... even the Mayor!  It was suggested that a 911 dispatcher come to a C&S meeting to give an inside perspective of how 911 works.  

The next Crime & Safety Committee meeting will be held on Monday, February 13, 2006, 7:00 p.m. at Matthews Center.

Minutes approved by vote at C&S meeting on _________________________.
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