SNG Crime and Safety Meeting

August 14th, 2006, 7:00-8:45 p.m., Matthews Park Center

In attendance: Clem Engen, Kathy Sikora, Shun Tillman (3rd Precinct CCP/SAFE), Joan Vanhala (SNG), Dick Westby (Chair), Sara DePue (Matthews Park Director), Carolyn Schurr, Dee Minogue (CommonBond), Robin Garwood (Councilmember Gordon's office), Leah Entenmann (SNG VISTA staff), Meg Lelonck, Ben Bodenhawer, Laura Lipkin, Joe Sularz, Luke Pilling, Jubi Vallerre, Trent Alexander, Linda Coffin, Kathy Webster, Pat Keefe, Amber Benson, Tara Yule, Richard Andre, Kathy Sikora, Kurdelmeier, Faith Balch, June Prange
Welcome — Self-introductions were made, and minutes of the July 2006 meeting approved. 

Robin Garwood, Councilmember Cam Gordon’s Aide, handed out surveys from Cam’s office. This is an opportunity to let your Councilmember know your neighborhood concerns. Robin congratulated Seward for all the NNO parties held; despite the rain, many neighbors gathered together. Cam's office is working with near-by residents to get “No Truck Parking” signs installed on Riverside Ave. between Franklin
and S. 9th Street.  He noted that there have been increasing complaints from community residents about noise from the bars in the SW corner of Seward by community residents; Cam and Robin will be working on this issue.

3rd Prct. Update, Shun Tillman — Shun Tillman will begin working on Sector 4 crime statistics of robberies of persons — particularly robberies with a weapon. He will have results from these data at our next meeting. Residents concerned about a property on 32nd Ave. S. discussed the history of their concern: possible drug-dealing and suspicious activities.  Concerns have been reported to the 3rd Prct.  One resident handed in log of license plates with auto descriptions. Another neighbor handed in a log of descriptions of specific incidents with dates and times. Neighbors have noticed that during the little activity during the day and gets busy during the evening and early morning hours. Shun noted that it is important that neighbors keep calling in with specific incidents, as this information could be helpful in resolving the problems. He also noted that, when logging suspected drug activity, observers look for evidence of a “supplier”.  This could include people bring large duffel bags into the house. Neighbors are anxious to resolve the problem and are trying to be a presence on the block and in the alley to say, ““We're here to stay and we're not letting this activity take over our neighborhood.”

In response to questions about calling 911, Shun noted that 911 should be called about disturbing the peace, noise, drinking, violent activity, etc.  911 logs give the police and CCP/SAFE members more information. 911 will direct you to other services if the operators recognize that your call is a non-emergency. 311 is the number to use for general information for City of MPLS services and for non-emergency police calls, such as housing conditions. Shun offered to update interested parties on any actions affecting this particular property by sending such information to Joan, who will relay it to those on the SNG Crime & Safety list. 

Resident's Issues and Concerns — Kathy Sikora reported an incident involving a resident on S. 9th
Street on the evening of August 7. The resident, who was on his porch, holding his 3-yr old, noticed a man and woman sitting in an old Cadillac parked along the I94 barrier wall. They appeared to be waiting for something. Two young adults came up to them, and it seems that the interaction was a “drug deal gone bad”.  The two young adults started fighting with the man who had come out of the car.  Money was flying all around, there was a lot of yelling, and one of the younger men was beaten up and pushed on to the property of the resident. The assailant had a knife to his throat. When the assailant saw the neighbor (who was on the phone with 911 and who was still holding his child), he brandished his knife at the neighbor in a threatening manner. At that point, sirens were heard, and those involved ran away, leaving the car.  Although the police arrived quickly, they first focused on some youth from the block, who had hear the commotion and rode up on their bikes to see what was happening.  The neighbor tried to tell the police that they could still see those involved running down the street, but the police were more interested in getting him “calmed down.” The Cadillac was left on 9th St. overnight, during which time someone came by and slashed the tires. The City removed the car the next day. (There is a 911 report of this call, but it is not noted on the Seward crime statistics for the time period.)  The resident is concerned because he was threatened, but no one from the Police Dept. has called to let him know if they caught the perpetrators or not. Shun noted that the incident can still be reported via 311.  (Kathy since has learned that the neighbor will try calling the 3rd Pct to see why no report was created for this incident.) Kathy noted that, with 27th Ave being closed for reconstruction, which has made access to/from the Perkins parking lot more difficult, drug dealing has moved to the side streets, especially those along the freeway.

Committee Update: 

22xx 27th Ave. S. — Neighbors report that this property has partially been cleaned up. Shun called the landlord and talked to his wife, but she seemed to have a hard time understanding English. He will try to talk to the landlord in person. 

21xx 26th Ave. — MPLS Public Housing Authority owns this property. Neighbors reported that this property has been a problem for years. The property is being fixed up, and new tenants will move in.  Staff at MPHA who handle scattered-site housing have done a lot of good work recently concerning this property. 

Blues Barbershop — The problem tenants have moved out, and the landlord is taking bids to replace the broken windows. Shun has been working with the landlord and the adjacent block club. At issue were the broken windows with a spray-painted message (painted by the business owner) on the wood covering the windows. The window had been like that for approximately 3 months. Shun worked with the landlord to help evict the problem tenants. The business owner has been described as “good people”. The Barbershop is struggling as a business because of street construction. 

Shun reminded people that Seward is a good neighborhood with neighbors who care. Joan will email contact information for Shun Tillman to those on the SNG Crime & Safety list.

The next Crime & Safety Committee meeting will be held on Monday, September 11th, 2006, 7:00 p.m. at Matthews Center. Minutes approved by vote at C&S meeting on September 11, 2006.
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