DRAFT


SNG Crime and Safety Meeting

April 10, 2006, 7:00-8:45 p.m., Matthews Park Center
In attendance: Clem Engen, Carolyn Schurr, Kathy Sikora, Shun Tillman (3rd Precinct CCP/SAFE), Joan Vanhala (SNG), Dick Westby (Chair), Kathy Sikora, Larry LeMieux, Kathy Lange, LoAnn Crepeau (Riverton Housing), Angela Brenny (Clean City Program)

Welcome — Self-introductions were made, and minutes of the February 2006 meeting approved.  
3rd Prct. Update , Shun Tillman — Four garage break ins happened around 3am to 6am in  a two block area last month. One of the garages had not been locked. Important reminder: Secure your tools, bikes and valuables in your garage even if your garage door is locked. Arrests are up and crime is down  over all in the 3rd Precinct. Shun will check out an aggravated assault on the crime map that was pointed out by a resident at this meeting. He thinks they were people who knew each other. Part II crime map: the gun offense was a gun recovery not a shooting. Overall Seward is back to the crime levels before the 300% increase of home burglaries in November. It is important for community members to continue to be observant.  Shun received 15 community impact statements for the robbery with a weapons case that hit  Greater Longfellow and Seward. The offender pled not guilty despite the fact that he confessed to 5 of the crimes. He will go to court next month. Shun will update committee at our next meeting about the court appearance. Council Member Sandy Colvin Roy  is also working on resolving this case.  The Wilkes family case  has been resolved with  Ida receiving 4 years and two of the boys are at Hennepin County Home School (juvenile detention center) for 6 months. The adults are not talking to anyone on the block. The other kids are out and about and have been asking people for work.  Shun received a called from a Seward resident about whether she should hire them for yard work. He advised her to use her discretion and if she does choose to hire them to not let them in the house for any reason. If they need to use the bathroom send them home. Shun updated the committee on the house at 2012 29th St. where there has been ongoing metal scrapping activity. Housing inspections did stop by with an order for clean up but neighbors report they are back to business as usual. Despite numerous calls from neighbors there is no change in behavior . Shun will contact housing inspections again. The current owner no longer lives there but her 2 adult children do. For this property to be designated a nuisance house there needs to be evidence of narcotics and/or gambling. Neighbors reported that there is a lot of coming and going between another house on the block, 2105 29th Ave. with this property. Shun will check in on this also. 

Presentation on graffiti prevention, reporting, and clean up: Angela Brenny, Clean City Coordinator, City of Minneapolis phone:  612-673-2789; email: angela.brenny@ci.minneapolis.mn.us , - Dick and Clem have noticed a lot of graffiti on public property such as school signs, stop signs, etc. The Clean City Program coordinates adopt a block, adopt a street, clean sweeps, turning vacant lots into green spaces with Minneapolis neighborhoods and residents. They are an affiliate of Keep America Beautiful. Graffiti Removal: Clean City has a Paint Over Program. If neighborhoods and residents are willing they can paint over graffiti on any public property. The Clean City Program will supply paint (yellow, green, brown, red, and orange) and "gang busters" remover. Block clubs, residents, and neighborhood groups can fill out an application form to receive permission to paint over from the City of Minneapolis and receive a set of supplies. Its okay to paint over any public property - signs, traffic lights, mail boxes - except for signs with reflective surfaces. There is no blue paint for post offices boxes but people can just use the remover. If for some reason too much paint gets removed just call Angela Brenny and let her know. Residents can also pick up free graffiti removal supplies at any Minneapolis fire station. They will give out one quart of remover and individually packaged wipes. If you need more supplies fill out the Paint Over application. The Clean City Program also has a free paint over service for private property. To sign up simply call Angela Brenny and give your contact phone number. Graffiti Reporting: Call 311 to report all graffiti. 311 is staffed from 7am to 11pm Monday through Friday with voice mail after hours. Graffiti can also be reported on line on the Minneapolis Police Department website. There are now three departments involved in graffiti investigations. The MPD had a full time graffiti investigator Sgt. Olson. Once reported Clean City will go out and document within three business days. The property owner will be notified by Housing Inspections. The graffiti will be documented for evidence for prosecution. A resident  at the meeting expressed their concern about graffiti at a neighbors house that only she can see from her side window. This family speaks Spanish. Angela took their address info. The City of MPLS has interpreters for many languages. The committee decided that Seward Neighborhood Group would request a set of supplies that neighbors could check out at any time. Individual blocks clubs can also directly apply for their own supplies.

Resident Concerns/Issues — 

Capital Enforcement Contract: LoAnn Crepeau came from Franklin Housing Co-op (Riverton Housing) to raise the alarm over the CommonBond Capital Enforcement contract that will be cancelled as of May 31, 2006.  This contract has been to hire a private security company (Capital Enforcement )to provide security for Seward Towers, and the adjacent parks. Businesses on Franklin Ave. have been also paying into this contract to extend their services to include patrolling up and down Franklin Ave. The total cost of the contract is $6200 per month this includes service 7 days per week 10 hours per day from 1pm to 3pm.. CommonBond pays up to 2/3rds of this contract and can no longer afford to subsidize patrolling on Franklin Ave. They will continue to contract with Capital Enforcement for security in Seward Towers East and West and the adjacent parks.  LoAnn's specific crime concerns are loitering, public inebriation, and theft from auto. Discussion: SNG Crime & Safety will organize a special meeting with residents, businesses, CommonBond, 3rd Precinct, Seward Redesign, Franklin Housing Co-op.  Zips Liquor Store contracts with MPD for off duty police officers to provide security in their business. 

Motion: SNG Crime & Safety will facilitate a special meeting to discuss creating a strategy to deal with the implications of the loss of the Capital Enforcement contract to patrol Franklin Ave. on Thursday April 27th  LoAnn Crepeau, 2nd Kathy Sikora. Motion passed unanimously. Joan will check in with Jim Welna about the best time for businesses to attend. Kathy recommended meeting at the Advantage Center. LoAnn will bring food.

Other concerns: David Berg's house was broken into last month. Discussion on improving crime communications by sending out all crimes reported by residents out on the SNG Crime & Safety email list. Some people expressed concern that not all people would want that much information. It was suggested to send out on the email list to ask if people wanted each crime reported to SNG to be sent out. Joan has drafted a Block Club E-Survey and could include that question on the survey. Dick, Kathy, and Judy have reviewed the survey and given feedback.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

The next Crime & Safety Committee meeting will be held on Monday, May 8th, 2006, 7:00 p.m. at Matthews Center.

Minutes approved by vote at C&S meeting on _________________________.
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