DRAFT


SNG Crime and Safety Meeting

April 9, 2007, 7:00-8:30 p.m., Matthews Park Center

In attendance:  Trent Alexander, Clem Engen, Jessica Fanaselle, Robin Garwood (Council Member Gordon’s Office), Jean Johnstad (SNG Board Chair), Laura Lipkin, Dee Minogue, 
Daniel Pederson, June Prange, Kathy Sikora (C&S Co-Chair), Carolyn Schurr, Colin Dayton Stacy, Shun Tillman (Crime Prevention Specialist, CCP/SAFE, 3rd Prct.), Dusty Walker, 
Annie Westeill, TedWesteill, Dick Westby (C&S Chair) 

WELCOME — The meeting began at 7 p.m. with self-introductions, responses to Chair Dick Westby’s ice-breaker question “What did you do on Spring Break?” and a welcome to 3 Augsburg students who were attending the meeting as part of a “Be Involved in Your Neighborhood” effort.

Approval of the draft minutes for the March 2007 Crime & Safety meeting were moved by Kathy Sikora, seconded by Carolyn Schuur and carried.

There were many announcements of relevance to Crime & Safety:  (1) the Speak Out of Franklin event on April 12, (2) a Community Notification Meeting on April 16 concerning a Level III sex offender who will be living in Seward, (3) King’s Fair Planning, April 18, (4) the Share the Road Kick-Off Event on April 20, and (5) the 3rd Prct. Open House on May 15.  

SNG C&S Staff Joan Vanhala was not able to attend this meeting, and SNG did not provide any staff for committee support. Dick requested a volunteer to take minutes; Kathy Sikora volunteered to do so.

3rd Prct Update (Shun Tillman, Crime Prevention Specialist, CCP/SAFE) — Shun began this section with an update on some recent robberies and hold-ups. The same kids involved in a string of burglaries in 2005-2006 seem to be continuing their activities.  Now, however, they are older, and weapons have been involved.  These kids are from a large, blended family in East Seward, and they frequently use the ploy of asking to do yard work and then stealing from those who let them into their homes.  It is thought that these kids may be becoming more physical (kicking down doors) and are assaulting adults (including seniors).  This family has become a nuisance to the community, and the police are taking steps to arrest those involved in criminal activities. The community is asked to be aware of these kids and to protect themselves, alerting the police to anything suspicious they may see involving this family.

24XX 32nd Ave S. — Based on tips from neighbors, Shun alerted the Community Response Team (CRT) to this address.  While no drugs were found, many of those staying at that address were removed.  Neighbors report that there still are many comings and goings and suspicious activities involving this property.  The property is up for sale, but it may be hard to sell at the price being asked.  Neighbors do not think the home is in very good shape, and its interior visible condition will not entice prospective buyers.  A brother and sister share the ownership of the home. The sister’s interest is held by a lawyer who is trying to counsel the brother to improve the house so that it can be sold.  There are rumors that back taxes and mortgage payments are owed; this might provide some possible avenues by which to remove ownership of the home from the brother, but it would be long term.  Shun noted that neighbors still need to call 911 or CRT (673-5706) to report suspicious activity.  

25XX 28th Ave. S. — Shun provided a little history on this problem property.  The barbershop at that location is owned by Raymond Blue, who currently is in prison.  His brother currently is running the business, which apparently has become a focal point for unwanted criminal elements.  The building is for sale, and the current owner is willing to work with the police to reduce any criminal activity connected with his building.  Again, Shun encouraged neighbors to call 911 to report suspicious activities.

Garage Break-Ins — Shun passed out a flyer from the Police Dept. concerning a rash of garage burglaries in the 3rd Prct.  These have occurred mostly south of Lake St., with no apparent pattern and no apparent suspects.  Of the 71 recent burglaries occurring between February 1 and April 2, 56% were unforced — the garage doors, service doors or cars in the garages were unlocked.  Shun reminded everyone to make sure to lock their garage and service doors (as well as car doors).

Sex Offender Notification Meeting — Shun noted the importance of the community attending the Community Notification Meeting on April 16.  He also reminded the committee that the police do not decide where such offenders will live.  This particular person likely will live in Seward because he has some type of family or job ties here.

Resident Concerns

Inebriates — Dee Minogue, Building Manager of Seward Towers West, talked about the increasingly violent group of inebriates using Triangle Park on Franklin Avenue during the day.  This violence is in addition to the group’s drinking near a children’s playground, urinating in the park, etc.  She and her staff no longer feel comfortable in confronting this group.  Towers security does not start until the evening, when this group usually has traveled on.  She noted that Joan provided good information for helping to resolve this problem, and she has met with Lt. Sullivan of the 3rd Prct and KOLA to identify the individuals in this troublesome group.  Another, follow-up, meeting is being planned.  Kathy Sikora, who is on the Towers Board and who lives on the edge of Explorer Park (by the East Tower), asked to be invited to that meeting, as Explorer Park experiences some of the same activities by some of the same inebriates. Robin Garwood, of Councilmember Gordon’s office, suggested that Cathy Tenbroeke, the Coordinator on Homelessness for Minneapolis and Hennepin County, be invited to the meeting as well.  It was suggested that a representative from Zipps attend the follow-up meeting.  It was noted that while Triangle Park belongs to the Towers, the Towers owners and residents have been generous in making it a neighborhood park, and the problems experienced in it are neighborhood problems. One resident asked whether Detox still had its van (At one time, you could call Detox to pick up inebriates), but both Shun and Robin noted that there no longer are resources available to fund this.

Increased Break-Ins — Annie & Ted Westeill talked about the increased number of break-ins at the rental property they own at 2212-14 28th Ave. South.  Over the past year, units at this property have been broken into several times.  Given what is taken, it seems as though kids may be doing this.  Annie thought that, being so near the school, more McGruff Houses are needed and wondered whether the two near-by churches (the Vietnamese and Faith Mennonite churches) could be McGruff houses.  Shun noted that to be a McGruff house, all who have access to that “house” would have to have background checks, and that doing so would prove difficult considering the number of people who would have access to the church.  Dick noted that the churches are not open all the time.  Annie has volunteered to do some research about McGruff houses (how many there are in Seward, what the requirements/guidelines/etc. are) and report back to the Committee.

Committee Support & Block Club Organizing — Crime is increasing in all parts of Seward.  More and more groups of Seward residents are coming to the Crime & Safety Committee looking for help because of increased crimes and neighbor problems.  Current staff time to support the Committee is 5 hours a week, and it is insufficient to address the increasing number of concerns brought to the Committee or to increase much-needed Block Club organizing, which is one of the best ways to combat crime and make Seward a safe place to live.  Participants discussed how best to address these issues, and a proposed motion was reworked.  The Committee asked that both Dick, who speaks for the Committee at the SNG Board Meetings, and Jean Johnstad, as Board Chair and meeting attendee, address any questions Board members may have regarding this motion.

MOTION:  The SNG Crime & Safety Committee requests that the SNG Board direct staff to find additional resources to support the Crime & Safety Committee and to organize block clubs.  Moved by Laura Lipkin, seconded by Trent Alexander and carried with two abstentions (Robin Garwood and Jean Johnstad). 

Robin noted that there is a possibility of some City rollover funds being made available for summer interns to help with block club organizing efforts.  He will keep the committee informed.

Rumored Fire Station Closing — It was noted that a rumor had been circulating about the possible closing of Seward’s Franklin Ave. Fire Station. It was suggested that everyone “keep an ear out” for further information on this.  Seward’s fire station services a large and highly densely populated area of the City; closing that particular station would be a bad idea.  Robin noted that no information is valid unless it can be tracked back to new Fire Chief James Clack.

3PAC — Dick noted that he had been attending the monthly 3PAC meetings at the 3rd Prct. He felt that these meetings were very valuable, and that Seward has much to gain by participating in them.  He encouraged residents to consider attending these meetings.  He also talked about the Court Watch program, which seeks to have community residents attend the court proceedings of those being tried of crimes in their neighborhood. It is thought that such participation gives judges a sense of the importance of the crime to the community.  Dick will keep the Committee informed of future decisions concerning the Court Watch program.  Anyone wishing more information about 3PAC or Court Watch is encouraged to talk to Dick Westby or Joan Vanhala (joan@sng.org, or 338-6205).  

Graffiti — Dick, along with Clem Engen, volunteered to help in graffiti removal and worked hard in 2006 to remove graffiti from public spaces in Seward.  They would be back at it again, except for the weather ... Cold and snow does not lend itself to graffiti-removing efforts.  They hope to be back at it in a few weeks.

It was noted that there has been no clarification of graffiti policy from SNG or Seward Redesign as it affects the Riverside Market site.  The police seem to be unclear about whether they should intervene when getting complaints about graffiti being put on the site.  It is the understanding of some committee participants that the “graffiti art” is done ... no new “art” should be put on the building.  If you see anything being put on, you may call 911 to report it.  HOWEVER, so that the police are clear about this, the Committee requests, again, that SNG staff contact the 3rd Prct directly to relay the information about prohibiting new graffiti on the building.*
New Lieutenant at the 3rd Prct — Robin noted that Lt. Mike Sullivan, who replaces Lt. Connie Leaf, seems to be an involved police officer with much to offer.  He has suggested to Lt. Sullivan that he attend the May Crime & Safety meeting.  Joan Vanhala will be asked to provide Lt. Sullivan with a formal invitation.

Closing — The meeting adjourned on time (8:30) following closing remarks by Dick Westby to the visiting Augsburg students.  Dick wanted them to know that, while the meeting was devoted to what might seem to be major crimes, Seward was a great place to work, live, play.  Crime happens everywhere, but Seward stays good because its citizens are involved in helping to stay good.

The next Crime & Safety Committee meeting will be held on Monday, May 14, 2007, 7:00 p.m., at Matthews Center. 

Minutes approved by vote at C&S meeting _________________________________.
* In an attempt to get all the agenda items covered by the time the meeting ended, no motion on this was made.  It was thought that it would be too time-consuming to go over the issue for new Committee participants.  This was more of an “action reminder”, and it is hoped that SNG staff (Lori? Jocinda?) simply will provide the requested protocol to the 3rd Prct.  
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