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SNG Crime and Safety Meeting

September 10, 2007, 7:00-8:30 p.m., Matthews Park Center

In attendance:  Dale Berglund, Ethan Bleifuss, Kris Christins, Clem Engen, Jean English, Robin Garwood (Council Member Gordon’s Office), Bob Haddow, Ruth Hamlin, Dick Holmsten, Fran Holmsten, Brian Hughes (SNG Board), Jean Johnstad (SNG Board Chair), Marilyn Jones, Fred Kreider,  Ronn Kreps, Dee Minogue, Dan Pederson, Laura Peterson (SNG VISTA), Lisa Rudolph, Carolyn Schurr, Kathy Sikora (C&S Co-Chair), Shun Tillman (CCP/SAFE, 3rd Prct.), Lori Thomas, Annie Welch (Intern, Council Member Cam Gordon's Office), Dick Westby (C&S Chair/SNG Board). 

Dick Westby welcomed all, and self-introductions were made.  Laura Peterson (SNG VISTA) was on hand to take the meeting minutes. Kathy Sikora will help in this effort.  

The minutes of the July 2007 Crime & Safety meeting were approved.  These will go on to the SNG Board. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS — A community-wide Home Safety Workshop is being planned.  King’s Fair will be on Sept. 22, 2007 (noon - 5 p.m.); Crime & Safety will have a table there.  Joan Vanhala is no longer available to work with the C&S Committee, but she will provide some informational assistance to Laura Peterson, who will be able to devote some time to the Committee

3RD PRECINCT UPDATE, SHUN TILLMAN, CRIME PREVENTION SPECIALIST: Shun Tillman passed out the Crime maps for July and August.  (There was no August C&S meeting due to National Night Out.)  

Of major concern were recent break-ins on blocks between 27th & 28th Ave/22nd & 24th streets.  Many members of the affected block clubs attended. Shun met with members of the block clubs the previous Thursday.  An email list was created, and the possibility of having a Home Security Workshop was discussed.   Several homes were broken into, at least once through a window 5 ft off the ground, at least once while people were in the home.  It was noted that it really is difficult to be aware of what is going on during a normal day.  In one instance, it was pieced together that the perpetrator entered through a squeaky gate, took a porch chair, moved the chair to the next-door window and used it to enter the home.   

It was noted that a stranger had been observed on the roof of a home in that area, seemingly scouting for homes to enter.  Neighbors were asked to keep an eye out for suspicious activity such as this, and to report it to 911.

RESIDENT CONCERNS 
One affected resident asked if the family of youth who has been responsible for a large number of Seward burglaries/thefts might have been responsible and asked Shun for an update on that family.  Shun reported that two of the youth, now adults, have been charged and arrested, and currently are in jail.  Shun had met with Lt. Sullivan and Sgt. Sandberg to devise a strategy for dealing with this troublesome family. The elder of the family has built a relationship with Sgt. Sandberg, and he is “taking a stance” in seeing that problems come to an end.  Shun noted that the City Council, the 3rd Prct, and City and County Attorneys are using a more powerful impact-statement tool.  Impact statements will be forwarded to the judge(s) involved.

Members for the block club of the Earth-Sheltered Townhomes (23rd and 25th Avenues along 9th Street) also were at the meeting to talk about garage thefts that had occurred there.  One resident had her property broken into 4 times over the past year.  (In one instance, the thief left behind a “homeless” sign in a garage.)  Another knows what another thief looks like and has seen him around the neighborhood, but, as he ran away, when she saw him, before he could take anything, she did not know if she should report seeing him when she does.  
Shun will work with Brian Hughes and others to find a date to have a Seward-wide Home Security Workshop.  Kathy Sikora suggested that the date be fixed before King’s Fair, so that it could be advertised there.

Discussion turned to the inebriates that hang out in Triangle Park.  Dee Minogue, Site Manager of Seward Towers West, noted that the recent group appears to have new leaders in panhandling, and that STW has tried to get them to clean up after themselves.  The groups seem to appear in shifts.  She also noted that they have removed the bench seats from some picnic tables so that the inebriates can’t congregate/sleep there.

One participate raised concerns about the presence of homeless individuals and panhandlers.  Robin Garwood noted that non-aggressive panhandling is legal.

The group then raised the issue of whether it would be acceptable to exchange photos of some of the individuals causing such trouble, perhaps sending them to an email list.  Shun noted that it is legal (if, as Robin noted, the photo is taken in a public space) to take photos of adults, but not of children.  Shun will look into the possibility of getting mug shots that were taken of the young adults from the family mentioned previously, who recently charged with neighborhood burglaries/assaults, but he is not sure that he will be able to do so.

Dick then asked Carolyn Schurr to tell a “success story”, and she relayed the story of her block club’s involvement with a apparent drug house in bad physical shape that is on their block.  Residents worked with the Police and the City for over a year to report and monitor the activities until the owner sold the house.  

It was noted that another neighborhood home (24th St and 32nd Ave) no longer has a “For Sale” sign.  It was thought that the home might be torn down.

SEWARD NEIGHBORHOOD POLICE PLAN — There was little time to discuss the police plan in detail.  Shun had asked that the neighborhood look at the plan to see if anything needed changing, had been achieved, etc.  Shun did note that the planned community-wide Home Safety Workshop would fulfill one of the 2007 Policing Strategies mentioned in the report.  Kathy Sikora asked about the status of the original neighborhood request that police patrol Franklin Ave from the LRT to the River.  (Additional patrols in the LRT/Bar District seem to have been approved.)  Dick noted that most of the 2007 Performance Measures had been achieved by the neighborhood, including doubling the suggested performance measure of a 25% increase in registered block club NNO events; we had a 50% increase!

It was asked if SNG could request additional police patrols throughout Seward, directed to those areas experiencing an increase in crimes.  Shun replied that increased neighborhood-wide patrols probably would not be possible, and that choosing specific areas would be more appropriate, though there is no guarantee that such a request would be granted.  

MOTION:  SNG will request the Minneapolis Police Department to increase the level of neighborhood patrols directed at areas of recent burglaries.  Moved by Brain Hughes, amended by Kathy Sikora, seconded by Fred Kreider and passed unanimously.

UPDATES
McGruff Houses — Annie Westall was not present to provide an update on McGruff Houses.

Graffiti: Annie Welch passed around photos for the August 27th graffiti removal event.  Twelve people joined Annie and our usual graffiti-removal experts, Dick and Clem, to remove graffiti along Franklin Avenue.  She noted that additional graffiti-removal dates may be planned.

King’s Fair — No action had been taken on organizing a table and fliers for Crime & Safety at King’s Fair, but Annie, Dick and Kathy will coordinate plans to ensure a Crime & Safety table at the Fair.  There’ll be advertising and information on the planned Home Security Workshop.  A request for volunteers will be made so that the table could be staffed throughout the Fair (noon till 5 o’clock on Sept. 22).    

A Seward neighbor joined with Longfellow neighborhood volunteers who went out and removed graffiti on public property along Lake Street. They also created a list of properties with graffiti. They are looking to expand the amount of volunteers who work on graffiti removal for future efforts. Dick Westby and Clem Engen went out today to remove graffiti from public property. They have noticed that commercial dumpsters (such as those belong to Aspen) don’t get cleaned up. Robin Garwood noted that they should be cited by the City of MPLS and has 7 days to clean up; otherwise the City will remove the graffiti and bill the owner.

Other —  The slide presentation of “An Inconvenient Truth” at Riverview Theatre (Sept. 15).  The Electric Lawnmower Give-Away Program:  Three households on each block need to get an electric or push lawnmower to be eligible to enter the drawing.  There also may be a grant available.  Welna Hardware is offering half-price on a retail-price electric lawnmower.  Block clubs are encouraged to hold an Energy Challenge meeting/get-together; www.mnenergychallenge.org for details.  A Rental Property Owners Workshop will be held in September.  

The next Crime & Safety Committee meeting will be held on Monday, October 8, 2007, 7:00 p.m., at Matthews Center. 

Minutes approved by vote at the C&S meeting held on October 8, 2007.
