Riverside Market Task Force


RIVERSIDE SITE DEVELOPMENT TASK FORCE MINUTES

Session 4– June 15, 2006

Task Force Members Present: Jean Johnstad, Bob Hain, Kathy Sikora, Theresa Nelson, Pamela Twiss, Karma Hughes, Cam Gordon, Robin Garwood, Dave Mann, Charlie Hoffman, Kellie Jones

Absent Task Force Members: Dave Gagne, Brad Kaspari, Matt Morgan

Staff present: Brian Miller, Lori Stone

Community Members: Linda Mockler

Other guests: John Wertjes (City traffic)

The meeting opened with introductions and a review of the agenda, other handouts and meeting objectives.

1. Riverside Market Task Force Agenda 6/15/06

2. Riverside Market Task Force Minutes 6/1/06

3. Riverside Market Site Plan

4. Vision and Values for Development of Former Riverside Market Site: For Approval

5. Community Imaging: Franklin & Riverside, 6/24 Agenda.

Developers Update:

Brian Miller reported on development updates.  No additional work has been done around site planning.  A strategy for environmental remediation will be identified after August 1, 2006, when the Environmental Response Fund is available.  An update was given on the house to the South, where the owner was an apparent victim of equity stripping and is represented by legal aide.   Charlie suggested talking to Mike Hatch’s office who may know about this type of situation.  Brian will report more on this situation at the next meeting.  The house is condemned.  Cleanup cost of the house will be high and the City process does not typically go quickly (249 process).  The City may be willing to work with us because of our tight timeline. A summary of the Seward Co-op’s process was given.  An internal evaluation with a market feasibility study is happening.  The Co-op Board will determine whether or not to move to the next step at the meeting on June 27th.   

Community Input:
The 28th Ave. Block Club held an informational meeting and had several thoughts:

· Some sentiment for non-permeable screening around parking lot, especially on alley side.  At least to 5 ft high.

· Some sentiment to have something more like what is currently between the coop parking lot and the sidewalk – landscaped gardens with fencing to prevent walk-throughs.

· Some wanted access to parking lot from alley for residents who use alley – others were concerned that this would encourage shoppers/others to walk down the alley and through yards at the end of the dead-end.

· Discomfort with 5 stories and infringing on residential, zoning but generally willingess to accept for tradeoff of coop being there.  Less clear if there would be support for elevation or rezoning if not food store.

· Some still wanting affordable, general grocery store – bring back Riverside.

· Want to see green space, native plants, rain garden, etc

· Concern with increased traffic

· No opposition and generally support for “L” shaped alley.

· Lots of people wanting to see a traffic light on 28th and Franklin.

· Concern with light pollution from parking lot and condo balconies.  Encourage low-lighting in parking lot.

· Preference to have balconies/decks looking west, not south over yards.

Other suggestions include speed bumps on 29th Ave., changing “no left turn” on 29th. 

An update was given on the Seward Towers survey project.  The MPHA highrise is willing to participate in the survey as well as an informal process, not a meeting.  The Towers’ surveys will happen June 21st and 22nd.  Jean, Pamela, Kathy and Nancy are volunteering to help with the survey events, along with SNG staff.

The agenda for the June 24th community meeting was presented.  The meeting will last 3 hours, with the first half being informational and the last being visioning and participatory.  An evaluation form will be given at the end of the meeting.  Small group discussion will include architects and other resources.  Members of the task force are working on recruiting the resource people and SNG staff is working on logistics for the day.

Values and Vision Statement: 

The Task Force reviewed the final draft of the Values and Vision Statement.  Charlie moved to approve.  Motion carried.  

Traffic:

The Task Force moved into small groups to discuss traffic around the site.  Each were given a map of the area.  The groups were asked to identify existing problems, identify potential problems with the site and possible solutions.  John Wertjes, from the City traffic department, was on hand to answer questions and listen to group’s feedback.  Several ideas/problems were identified:

· How much increased traffic do we want to commit to?

· Strong suggestion to deal with the area as a whole, not just 28th and 29th.  Look at Franklin Avenue as a whole and how traffic will impact other areas. 

· The Franklin/Riverside intersection is bad.  It does not allow for safe pedestrian crossing.  There is no left turn onto Riverside from Franklin so it makes highway access more difficult.

· Making 27th Ave. two-way is already controversial due to the narrowness of the street, existing parking on the street, several entry points, and pedestrian safety on the north end.

· Make 25th accessible to the Highway and increase pedestrian traffic to Triangle Park from the Seward Towers by eliminating the 26th Ave access to 94.

· Right turn arrow from Franklin on to Riverside when traveling west is almost constant and makes for unsafe pedestrian crossing.
· Since people cannot currently turn left of Franklin onto 29th Ave people accessing the new condos will have to circle through the neighborhood – may want to look at allowing a left turn there.

· Look at timing of lights

· Need better pedestrian crossing on 9th and Riverside.

It was also noted that no freeway access signs are around, so it makes for confused and difficult access from the neighborhood.  Also, increased traffic on 28th and 29th Ave. will be a hardship on the neighbors.  Speed bumps were suggested as a possible solution.

John Wertjes explained that the city looks at traffic issues in cycles.  These cycles were determined early this year and he was not sure when this area will come up in the cycle.

Conceptual Plan:

There is a possibility that the Seward Co-op will not move forward, but we are working under the assumption that they will.  The recommendation from the Task Force will need to include zoning changes and variances.  The next meeting will spend time discussing the conceptual plan put forward by the development team.   Task force members were asked to let Brian know of questions/suggestions on the draft memo before the next meeting.   If the Co-op does not move forward, Redesign and Lyndale West are committed to staying in the partnership for this site to look at more traditional mixed use development. 

NEXT MEETING: 

June 29 2006 6:45-8:45, at Seward Towers East Advantage Center

