Riverside Market Task Force


RIVERSIDE SITE DEVELOPMENT TASK FORCE MINUTES

Session 3– June 1, 2006

Task Force Members Present: Jean Johnstad, Dave Gagne, Nancy Sampson, Brad Kaspari, Bob Hain, Kathy Sikora, Theresa Nelson, Matt Morgan, Brian Hughes, Pamela Twiss, Karma Hughes, Cam Gordon, Kellie Jones, Robin Garwood, Dave Mann

Absent Task Force Members: Charlie Hoffman, Angelia Sampson
Staff present: Brian Miller, Brooke Dirtzu, Lori Stone
Community Members: Perry Caranicas, Jerry Mathiason
The meeting opened with introductions and a review of the agenda and other handouts:

1. Riverside Market Task Force Agenda 6/01/06
2. Riverside Market Task Force Minutes 5/18/06

3. Riverside Market Task Force: Core Group Roster

4. Riverside Market Site – Options and Timeline

5. Riverside Market Site Plan

6. Vision and Values for Development of Former Riverside Market Site: Draft
7. Community Imaging: Franklin & Riverside, 6/24 Agenda.

8. Seward Neighborhood Group Riverside Market Site Task Force Shopping Questionnaire

Developers Update:

Lisa Kuegler of Lyndale West Partners presented the Developers’ Update.  Lyndale West Partners include Lisa Kuegler, Paul Gates, Architect, and Ellen Herman, Real Estate Appraiser. Lisa gave a brief overview of the partners’ resume and work experience. There is a need for affordable housing outside of the inner city. Their project in the Lyndale neighborhood was mixed use with 4 stories. The project received public financing. The project went through a community process and achieved public acceptance.  Lisa reviewed the timeline handout with the Task Force. The developers are seeking approval of the general concept.  The 5 story building with 28 units will need a zoning variance. Particulars on the units’ size and type are not known yet. A recommendation to the internal caucus is to be made before August 4th. The developers and the Task Force reviewed the site plan. The Co-op is looking at the site because of the Riverside intersection, squarer store on the other side, ground floor deli.  The 2nd story would include offices and the main kitchen. The situation of the condos can be negotiated.  A recommendation for having glass corners of the building was made for safety issues. Other suggestions made by the Task Force were: setback design for green space, a standout design that represents the Seward Neighborhood, the higher stories should be on Franklin and step down to the neighborhood, and an efficient storm water management system onsite. Any additional suggestions should be made to Lisa Kuegler at 612-827-2189 or Brian Miller at 612-338-8729.  Lisa suggested that the Task Force ask Paul Gates to come and talk about the design. 
Values and Vision Statement: 

The Task Force Reviewed the Values and Vision Statement handout in small groups.  
The Task Force reconvened in a large group to discuss the Statement.  The group made these suggestions: use a position of strength (absolutely, must, etc.), inclusive of both sides of Franklin, specific safety concerns at the 29th and Franklin intersection should be addressed (traffic, personal safety, etc), address increased traffic (speed bumps, etc) and use specific “green” technologies for site (example: storm water management).

Input processes:

Task Force reviewed the Community Imaging handout.  The 2 purposes of the larger community meeting are getting background information to the community and to get input from them.  At the meeting small groups will meet with architects and artists to work on vision concepts.  There will be visuals of Franklin Ave. and the former Riverside Market site for the groups to use.  There will be a kid’s area for kids to give their input.  Options for the meeting location are Matthews Park and Bethany Church.  The Task Force Members are to recruit community members to the meeting.  The goal is to have 50 to 60 people at the event. Translation will be provided. Specific suggestions on the large community meeting should go to Kellie Jones.
The Seward Towers Survey will take place on 6/21/06 at Seward Towers East and 6/22/06 at Seward Towers West. Both meetings will be an open house style. The Task Force reviewed the draft questionnaire. If people can’t make it to the large community meeting on the 24th they should be encouraged to stop by the towers. The survey will also go to the Franklin Terrace Apartments, although there will not be an open house there. Specific suggestions on the survey should go to Kathy Sikora. 

NEXT MEETING: 

The Task Force will review traffic and public safety issues. 
June 15 2006 6:45-8:45, at Seward Towers East Advantage Center

