RIVERSIDE MARKET TASK FORCE

SESSION 9: November 2, 2006

MINUTES

Task Force members present: Brad Kaspari, Dave Mann, Brian Hughes, Nancy Sampson, Jean Johnstad, Kathy Sikora, Cam Gordon, Bob Hain, Robin Garwood. 
Others present: Lori Stone (SNG), Sean Doyle (Co-op), Katya Pilling (Redesign), Mark Daly (resident), Bernie Waibel (resident)
Update on site progress:
Sean Doyle from the Seward Co-op said that the mailing to members requesting financial support is going out on November 3rd.  It has taken longer than anticipated.  The web forum is up and running at www.seward.coop in the “What’s New?” section.
Another facilitated meeting with architects is taking place on November 14th at 6:30 with Co-op members (Task Force members are welcome).  

The Co-op is in the final phase of feasibility in determining member support.  They will invest an additional $25,000 in December to continue the process.  A final decision is expected in February and they will not close on any loans unless the capital campaign is successful.

The Co-op now has a signed agreement with Seward Redesign.  The option agreement is with Riverside LLC.  Redesign will be the project manager.

Katya Pilling of Seward Redesign reported on several items:


· Riverside LLC make an offer to the landowner of 2012 29th and are waiting for a response;

· The mural project at the former Riverside market engaged over 20 artists, visit www.sewardarts.org for more information;

· Talked with Close Associates regarding traffic issues – 1)The site is designed to bring commercial traffic to the back; 2)Possibility of posting “No Trucks” sign on 28th and 29th, 3)Post “No left turn” onto 28th, 4)Permit parking (this option is not desirable);
· Co-op is dong a zip sort survey to see where the traffic comes from and how they get to the store;

· Lori Stone suggested there are some shorter term traffic solutions on Franklin Avenue to understand what the City has scheduled and be mindful of resources.  It is necessary to communicate with Public Works and Cam Gordon;

· The West side of the building will be dedicated to bike racks.

Katya also reported on project challenges:

· The property at 2012 29th will need a rezoning from residential (R2B) to commercial (C1).  They are waiting on acquisition.

· The duplex on 29th is not interested in selling (David Knopp).
· Alley vacation (east end) is needed.  Letters of approval from surrounding residents will be helpful because City staff is very conscientious about things like rezoning and alley vacation.  Resident concern/support influences City decisions.

· Ability to bury lines is not confirmed with Xcel.

Lori Stone suggested that an informational meeting be held once the site is assembled to begin the formal process of community support (similar to the one held in June).

Dave Mann suggested compiling a list of needs that may cause concern to neighbors so block clubs can start the outreach process sooner than later.

Other Franklin Avenue developments:

Katya reported that Redesign has engaged Paul Gates on retenanting the Smiley’s building.  True Thai is interested in expanding and there are several other retail uses of interest (Addis Ababa and Floating World Café).  Jim the barber will remain in the building.
Mark Daly was present and reported that he owns 3015 E. Franklin (the former PEACE organization).  Mark is fixing it up and may put it on the market.  There are 600 square feet available for use.  Anyone interested may contact Mark at (612) 636-1481 or urbanaddresses@yahoo.com.
Moving the Franklin Avenue planning forward:
Lori updated the Task Force on Franklin Avenue planning.  The McKnight Foundation is interested in receiving a full proposal on December 1st.  The working group has met once with the Market Analysis students and gave input on the project.  Lori, Dave Mann and Brian Miller met with Cam Gordon, Cara Letofsky, Robin Garwood and Destin Nygard regarding the Mayor’s Great City Design Teams project.  We will submit an application for a design team to take the vision and values that the Task Force developed and put them on the Avenue.  The design team will help to develop a visual theme for the Avenue.
Katya suggested forming a small working group to work on public art along the Avenue after the SAF on November 11th.

Market Analysis Project:

Next meeting:

December 7, 2006 at 6:45 in the Seward Towers EAST Advantage Center.  

