RIVERSIDE MARKET TASK FORCE

SESSION 8: October 5, 2006

MINUTES

Task Force members present: Dave Mann, Kathy Sikora, Bob Hain, Jean Johnstad, Kharma Hughes, Cam Gordon, Robin Garwood, Linda Moeckler, Brad Kaspari, Kellie Jones, Dave Gagne. 
Others present: Lori Stone (SNG), Sean Doyle (Co-op), Katya Pilling (Redesign), Gar Hargens (Close Associates), Andrew Caddock (Close), Jessica Horning (U of M), Tim Dystal (U of M)
Update on site progress:
Sean Doyle from the Seward Co-op and Katya Pilling from Seward Redesign reported that preliminary design work is underway.  The Co-op needs a better understanding of the cost of construction.  They hired Watson Forsberg consulting to help with this task.  Redesign staff is pursuing burying power lines with Xcel and also land acquisition of the property at 2012 29th Avenue.
SNG, Redesign and the Co-op are partnering on a mural project for the former site.  Artists will paint onto panels that can be removed and used again.  Valspar Corporation donated paint.

Lori Stone reported that a call to action is needed to demolish the house at 2012 29th Avenue.   Concerned residents are encouraged to meet with Inspections department staff about moving this house up on their agenda of home to be demolished.  In addition, Council member Cam Gordon needs to hear from as many residents as possible.  A variety of arguments can be made:

· No maintenance is being done to keep weeds down;

· Although boarded, people break in and have been seen going in and out of the house;

· The house is very small and in very poor condition and there is little hope of renovation at any reasonable cost;

· The parcel will be re-used for the expansion of the Seward Co-op so will be quickly back on the tax rolls.

Bob Hain suggested this be in the form of a motion, brought to the SNG CDC and Board for a stamp of approval.  

In the meantime, if residents see any suspicious activity at the property, call 911.  Liability is with the current owner.

Jean Johnstad has worked on some historical research about the former RM site.  Historical uses of the property include the Burk-Lindahl Motor Company and the food market in various forms.  The Historical Society website has photos of the original store.  Go to www.mnhs.org and search the records.
Site Design status:

Andrew Caddock and Gar Hargens presented preliminary design work for the new Co-op store.  As a starting point, they are able to use some parts of the existing building.  Green construction is a priority and they are incorporating several techniques:
· Indoor air quality

· Non-toxic materials

· High efficiency systems – refrigerated heat used for water heating
· Natural light

· People powered access (biking, walking)

· Minimum water usage and waste (reducing impervious surface)

· Recycled materials

There are two properties to work with – the former RM site and the East End auto site.  The preliminary site plan calls to demolish the East End and repave the lot with screened parking, canopy trees and an ornamental iron fence.  The recycling and service area is tucked into the building for screening.  The Co-op store planner has looked at the design plan and believes there is ample truck turning radius.  There is also the potential for a canopy over the truck loading area.  The 2nd floor includes the office and meeting space.  There will be a green roof in the rear to complement the pervious surface of the parking lot.  In addition, there will be landscaping along Franklin Avenue, the alley and the west side of the lot.  Plants and tables will be on 29th Avenue.  The mechanicals will be housed on the green roof portion of the building to allow for maximum screening.  Required variances include: 29th Avenue sideyard setback, removing the alley, parking lot setbacks on the north and south, ornamental fence requires a permit, 29th Avenue seating permit.  The proposed 1st floor is similar to the existing Co-op store, but bigger.  The entrance and exit will be in the same place.

The Co-op very tentative timeline is construction by July 2007 and opening winter/spring 2008.

Katya reported on other Franklin Avenue updates.  SNG, SCCA and Redesign are working with a group of graduate students from the Humphrey Institute to do a Market Analysis of Franklin Avenue.  Smiley’s Clinic is scheduled to move out in January 2007.  Potential tenants include an Ethiopian restaurant, various office uses and True Thai expansion.  Redesign is working with architects and should have tenants lined up in the next few months.  The Oromo Community Center is interested in moving into the former Hopf + Hopf printing building.  Redesign is negotiating this deal. It was noted that True Thai no longer has a purchase agreement on this building.
Moving the Franklin Avenue planning forward:
Lori updated the Task Force on SNG’s thinking about the timeline of Franklin Ave. planning (see attached).  The SNG Board approved a motion in September that supported the concept of a special planning group and empowered staff to secure funding for the project.  Lori met with the program officer at the McKnight Foundation and pitched the planning project and submitted a letter of intent in October.  In addition, some NRP funds can be directed to this project.  Lori reported that a working group is needed to keep up the momentum and asked the Task Force for volunteers.  This group is temporary and will meet from now until the end of the year.  They will work with the students from the Humphrey Institute on the Market Analysis project, develop the structure of the Franklin planning group, help develop a job description and/or RFP for the coordinator position and keep the process moving forward.  Dave Mann and Bob Hain volunteered to participate in the working group.  In addition, Perry Caranicas (SNG Board member), a member of the SCCA and a Redesign Board member will participate in the working group.
Lori’s hope is to hire someone by January 2007 and get the planning process underway.

Market Analysis Project:

The students from the Humphrey Institute presented a summary of what is included in a Market Analysis (see attached).  Members of the task force made several suggestions:
· Include commuter and labor sheds in the demographics section (where people live who work in Seward and where people work who live in Seward);

· List of current available housing and potential sites for development;

· Include bike and pedestrian traffic around local businesses.

Next meeting:

November 2, 2006 at 6:45 in the Seward Towers EAST Advantage Center.  

