SNG Environment Committee

Monday, October 15, 2007

MINUTES

Attending: Nancy Donovan, Sarah Graves, RickGreenwood, Carol Greenwood (presiding

and taking minutes) Kim Havey, Jim Scheidt, Mark Sulander, Craig Wilson, Jim Young

7:00 ​ Introductions - Minutes of 9/15 meeting will be sent to attendees of that meeting 

           for approval/revision

7:05 - Presentation and discussion of EcoEnergy Project - Kim Havey and Craig Wilson

Kandiyohi Partners are proposing to build a boiler fueled by the burning of waste wood to

generate steam and electricity in the Philipps Neighborhood west of the Green Institute.

The sourth transfer demolition site is planned to be remodelled as an enclosed 24 hour

operation to receive 40 trailer truckloads of 3” or less chipped wood and to burn this

material to generate heat and an estimated 24.5 megawatts of electricity.  The plan is to displace

the boilers at Children’s Hospital, Abbott Hospitals, and the Midtown Exchange complex. 

Current pickup truck/car traffic would no longer use the demolition debris site.  Trailer trucks

will not be allowed to idle their motors more than 5 minutes  while on the site.  Kim said that the

facility would not be permitted to burn refuse derived fuel, treated wood, or glued wood,

according to their interpretation of the MN Pollution Control Agency permit (which is in the

process of revision and is not expected to be available for comment until after Nov. 1).    Wood

combustion is considered “carbon neutral” i.e. in that  carbon released was sequestered within the

last 50 or so years and would be released by landfill decomposition anyway (the alternate method

of waste wood disposal).   The pollution control equipment would be state of the art and

continuous monitoring of air emissions would occur.  The Mpls. Park Board would provide the

cut trees and use payment from Midtown EcoEnergy to plant additional replacement trees.  The

project would pay increased property taxes and receive no tax increment funds.  More detail is

available on their website at  http://www.midtownecoenergy.com/

Kandiyohi Partners would like SNG to sign on to a good neighbor agreement and find a

neighborhood representative to the MidTown EcoEnergy Citizen advisory board.

Mark recorded the discussion for future playback.  A number of concerns were expressed about

whether this facitlity  will operate as planned and whether the air and noise impacts will be

as benign as projected.  Because a number of Seward neighbors have been impacted by 

air emissions from Morningstar Coffee and dust from the 28th and Hiawatha arsenic site,

there was some question as to whether the net pollution from the operation may exceed

that which is presently generated, and whether the project is as economically viable as

claimed.  Several articles have been printed reporting statements contradicting those asserted by

Kandiyohi staff and are available online.

Discussion of this project will continue.  Residents are invited to offer opinions on the

Seward e-democracy website.  (check with Sheldon Mains if you’re not on it).

8:15 Buckthorn Pull scheduled for October 20 - This event has been publicized in the


October 3 SNG Newsletter and the October 15 Newsletter.

8:20 Birchwood Energy Challenge Party - All environment committee list members


are invited to an Energy Challenge Block Party on Sunday, October 21, 3:30 
to 5:00


at the Birchwood Cafe, 3311 E. 25th St.  The SNG Environment Committee and the


Alliance for Sustainability are jointly organizing this event to give neighbors a chance to


slow down climate change and reduce global warming.  Additionally these actions can


help  them save up to $500 a year on household energy bills.  Tracy Singleton, owner


of the Birchwood, is kindly donating locale and treats.  Tracy is owed a big thank you and


congratulations.


Attendees can take the Minnesota Energy Challenge, using laptops or paper forms, and


join in to the city-wide block club energy conservation competition.


If you have a laptop with Wifi capability and are willing help others use it to sign 
up,


please bring it.


If you can’t make it to this event, please take 10 minutes this week to take the MN


Energy Challenge online at        www.mnenergychallenge.org        .


If you sign up online, print out the confirmation page and take it to Welna Hardware or


the SNG office (1:00 to 6:00 pm Monday through Thursday) to receive a free lightbulb


(while supplies last).  
It’s a fun and easy way to see how much money you will save and


CO2 you will 
prevent by each action you take.  Those taking the Energy Challenge will


receive 2 free lightbulbs (while supplies last).  The first 18 households signing up at


Birchwood can also have a free bar of Aveda soap.


Current  Energy Challenge Standings - Seward  27 (up from 18 on 7/26)

                        



Longfellow  64 (up from 36 on 7/26)


You can sign up for up to three teams, in addition to the Minneapolis Team.


(Don’t worry, the aggregate data is only counted once).  Sign up for the


Seward Team, and, if you live east of 31st Ave., sign up for the Seward


East Block Clubs.  If you live west of 31st Ave., sign up for  Seward West


Block Clubs.  Then, you can add your church, an environmental group, or


whoever you like.   If you have questions, you can contact your block club contact


person or Carol Greenwood, 724-8430, carolgwood@comcast.net/

8:25 -  Climate Change Innovations Update - Sarah Graves


Fiscal agency for the climate change innovations grant has been changed to Longfellow


Community Council.  Chris Wiger is the staff person and Melanie Majors is the


Executive Director.  Bernie is under contract with the project.

Lawnmowers - 12 lawnmowers have been purchased.  As soon as all invoices

are submitted to Bernie, the rebates can be sent out.  Expected date is 11/15.

Lightbulbs and pledges - 79 handed out at King’s Fair.  Neely Crane Smith at  the Center for

Energy and Environment has the 79 pledges.  Sarah will need to follow

up with these people, as well as the people who pledged at the Inconvenient Truth 

Slide Show (9) to verify they’ve signed up with the Energy Challenge.  If they have, it

was suggested that they invite a neighbor to sign up also.  Four lightbulbs have been handed out

at Welna in return for confirmation pages printed out from the Energy Challenge website.   Sarah

will be visiting neighborhood coffee shops to sign people up also.  Her schedule includes

Hiawatha Joe, Fireroast Mountain, Birchwood on 10/21, and Blue Moon on 10/26, 2:00 to 5:00.

It was suggested that she write up an invitation to participate in MN Energy Challenge for

circulation on the SNG listserv and to the St. Martin’s Table listserv.  Carol will provide

e-mails for Sarah Pallmeyer and Dave Gagne, who are on this list.

Thermostats Sold - 9   Promotional/Informational materials given by Carol to Jim Welna - 

 -  Jim will place an ad in the Longfellow Messenger if he can.  He hasn’t heard back from Ace

Hardware as to their share of the cost but will try tomorrow.   Anyone know a handyman who can

install thermostats for $50 or less?

Display on Birchwood bulletin Board? - Carol will try to put one together before Sunday.

Sarah is working on the lawn signs, to be designed and printed by Northern Sun and Impact

Printing respectively.  It was suggested that they be put on corner lots with high visibility.

8:30  Planning for 2007 SNG Annual Meeting - November 7, beginning at 6:00 with registration


and commencement of silent auction.  At 6:45, 3rd Precinct Commander and Seward


resident Lucy Gerold  will speak.  The SNG business meeting will begin at 7:30.  The


meeting ends at 9:00.  Each committee is tosubmit a 2-3 paragraph report of the year’s


activities.  Pat Rosaves is organizing the silent auction.  Anyone with items to donate


should 
contact her: 612-724-1314, E-mail:   
info@riverrealty.net, or drop the items off at 


Hoffman guitars.  More details will be presented about SNG’s financial issues.  We’ll be


promoting the Climate Change Innovations Grant and signing people up, as well as


signing up Windsource participants.  
No potluck this year.  Drinks and desserts will be


solicited from local businesses.  If you  want to donate to the dessert table, make it finger


food or a dessert to go with coffee.

8:40     Old Business


Solar Tour - 18 people toured the site on Oct. 6.  A volunteer offered to assist Rick with


the programming required to interface the school to the Matthews solar computer.  Rick


gave John Roper Batker, Seward middle school science teacher, a disk with data on solar


panel performance that  John was able to use with his class.  Carol will get this contact


info to Rick.


 King’s Fair - "Growing Our Sustainable Seward" on  Sept. 22, 2007



23 exhibitors conveying the sustainability message and a safety/skills bike rodeo



(+ many more artists and salespeople, due to the efforts of many other Seward



committees)



15 volunteers at the SNG Environment Table and Solar computer room



25 people signed up for Windsource (16 of whom are Seward residents) 





enough to displace approximately 9700 kWh of coal/nuclear per  month 




(this is a low estimate).  Twelve of these folks signed up for 100%  




Windsource.   Jeff Ledermann at the PCA says the following:




Once again, you did great work for Green Power! I thought you might




want to see the combined annual totals for your efforts on 9/22:

 

 
The Windsource users added by our team will prevent emission of 






128,400 kwh of wind power, preventing:





236,128 lbs of CO2





710 lbs of SO2





511 lbs of NOx





2.57 grams of Hg



Thanks again for all your work! 


      Thanks to Aveda and Aveda Sustainability Coordinator Katie Galloway, who donated


       50+ bottles of shampoo/bars of soap to thank people for signing up for Windsource. 



See Notes







Working with Neely Crane Smith and Sarah Graves, our team got 79 




people to commit to take the Energy Challenge and passed out 79 





compact fluorescent lightbulbs



The solar installation got dedicated, with comments by Scott Vreeland, Jim



Scheidt, Carol Greenwood, Lonnie Nichols and park officials.  A letter from Jim



Fagrelius was read (copy available).

8:45 - Morningstar Coffee  No updates, other than they have been fined $1600, and are trying to

appeal their fines.

Notes:   Windsource - We plan to promote Windsource between now and the annual meeting. 

Xcel is required to offer green power at least through 2009. Xcel is installing windpower as fast

as they can. If they don’t have the capacity, people who apply are put on a waiting list and not

charged until the capacity is available.  

In case you didn’t see the August agenda, we had added 137 subscribers from November 2006

through June 2007 in 55406. This prevented a minimum of 332,745.6 pounds of CO2 projected

over a year or 166.4 tons.  We’ll try to get an update from Xcel for November.

CO2 prevented by one household subscribed to Windsource at 200 kWh per month would be

estimated at 2,428.8 pounds per year and would cost approximately $34.45 per year extra, based

on October fuel cost charges. 

Announcements, Events:

The SNG website Environment pages have been updated.  Check it out for details about

committee programs, environmental links, and news. http://www.sng.org/env.html.  A new

volunteer will be working to keep the website up to date. 

Twin Cities Green Drinks is part of a global non-movement. Join your eco-minded  neighbors

at Green Drinks! If you have concerns or an interest in the environment, this is an opportunity to

chat with a diverse group of folks who have a variety of environmental interests and experiences.

Drop by and let’s get acquainted.  Next meeting November 14, Wednesday,  2007, 6:00 pm -

7:30 pm  Common Roots Cafe,  2558 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 55405 (612) 871-2360. 

This event repeats every month on the second Wednesday until Friday January 1, 2010.

9:00 ​ Adjournment

