DRAFT - ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE Minutes

September 21, 2009
Matthews Center in the Craft Room. 

Contact:  Carol Greenwood, 724-8430, carolgwood@comcast.net
We need to fold up business at 8:55 sharp, so we will start at 6:55 sharp. 
NOTE:  Greg Klave volunteered to serve on the SNG Board and act as the Environment Committee representative.  

In Attendance:  Mark Sulander, Jim Scheidt, Greg Klave, Carol Greenwood, Rick Greenwood, Dick Holmsten, Holly Engle

Approval of Minutes:  June & July  minutes were APPROVED.

MOTIONS:


Re: Climate Change Grant/Environment Committee NRP Funds


The EnvComm moved to approve allocating spending up to $2400 on video taping workshop sessions—including authorized expenditures for the first workshop—depending on how the first workshop turns out.  Funds from the Energy and Education line items will be used if  Climate Change Grant Budget line items can't be used, as ruled by Gayle Prest (approval was given by Sheldon Mains and Diann Anders verbally).  These would be $450 advertising in Bridge, $100 for 50 light bulbs, and $250 for additional lawn signs.  We have 8 leftover bulbs and 8 leftover signs.  We will also look into finding videotaping resources less expensive than those from MTN.


Re Drawing:  The Env Comm moved to expand the drawing pool by holding a separate drawing for attendees to the annual meeting so as to focus attention on the Energy Challenge, and to look into other ways to expand the drawing pool.  


Re Audits and Home Conservation:  The EnvComm moved to revise the allocation for audits

to $200, but will not grant this money until the following conditions are met.

1. A high quality audit is performed (including a blower door test and heat gun analysis), and the homeowner receives a prioritized recommendation in regard to recommended energy conservation/efficiency improvements.

2. The homeowner verifies that one of the recommended improvements has been carried out (e.g. insulation, weatherization, furnace replacement, etc.)

3. The homeowner provides a copy of the audit and a copy of the preceding year's utility bill data to the Environment Committee.

4. The homeowner gives written permission to the Environment Committee to obtain utility data for the year following the energy conservation/efficiency improvement(s).


Re Solar Tour:  The Environment Committee will participate in the MN Solar Tour provided all volunteer time slots are covered.  We are waiting confirmation from one individual.


Re Composting at Annual Meeting:  The Environment Committee moved that paper and food waste generated at the Annual Meeting be composted and that two committee members volunteer to educate attendees about this option.  We think we can do this without allocating committee funds.


Re Pentachlorophenol-treated Power Poles:  The Environment Committee moved that the SNG Board adopt the following resolution:

Representative(s) of the Seward Environment Committee shall hold one or more meetings with Xcel Energy officials as soon as they can be scheduled to discuss  replacement of Pentachlorophenol treated utility poles.  One or more poles(*1) have been already been identified by Xcel and residents as containing defective  treatment chemicals containing  Pentachlorophenol and other substances.

The Environment Committee (E.C.) shall invite City Councilmember Cam Gordon and/or other elected officials to assist with arranging and to attend these meetings.  

At the meetings the  E.C. shall also ask Xcel to conduct full chemical tests/analyses of any suspected defective pole(s).  In addition the E.C. shall also ask Xcel to allow residents to take their own samples of  any suspected defective pole(s) prior to their removal, so that independent labs can do testing on behalf of residents.

The E.C. shall also ask Xcel Energy to consider the use of two free fiberglass utility poles in Seward, that have already been offered to be donated by two different utility pole companies.

(*1)  Xcel Energy and residents have already identified the pole behind 2530 38th Ave. S. as defective.  Xcel has also stated that it will replace additional Pentachlorophenol treated poles if residents request it.

************************************************************************

Additional information:

These meetings with Xcel Energy are a continuation of an ongoing dialogue with Xcel Energy by neighborhood residents about Penta-treated poles, that began in early 2008.   That dialogue eventually led to a large neighborhood meeting attended by Councilmember Cam Gordon, Xcel staff,  a Pentachlorophenol council lobbyist/ representative, and a utility pole manufacturer representative, that was held December 4, 2008 at Matthews Park Community Center.

At that meeting,  Councilmember Gordon and Seward residents asked Xcel Energy to install a fiberglass demonstration pole, offered free of charge to Councilmember Cam Gordon, for use in Seward.  Xcel refused the fiberglass pole offer at that meeting, stating that it did not use fiberglass utility poles. 

However, residents have since discovered (several months ago) that Xcel Energy has been using fiberglass utility poles for some time, in its Colorado service area.  The Seward Environment Committee would now like to see Xcel install at least two donated fiberglass demonstration poles in Seward, including one to replace the defective Penta treated pole at 2530 38th Ave. S.

PAGE  
2

