SEWARD NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING Monday, September 18, 2006, 7:00 PM at Seward Neighborhood Group Office

2323 E. Franklin Avenue at the SNG office

MINUTES

In Attendance:

Eric Hart - hart3151@tcq.net

Chris Shockey - shockey@augsburg.edu (Augsburg student, Gary Hesser's class) Jim Scheidt - jimscheidt@aol.com Rick Greenwood - rgreenwood@mn.rr.com Carol Greenwood - carolgwood@mn.rr.com Jessica Hayssen - jessica@longfellow.org Alexis Troschinetz - alexis_troschinetz@yahoo.com

The July minutes were not discussed. CSG made some corrections.

Conceptual Landscape Plan of the Midtown Greenway Phase III.  Eric Hart, a member of the Longfellow Environment and Transportation Committee and a member of the Midtown Greenway Coalition presented high points about the plan. For phases I and II there was little over-all formal plan, and a mix of native and cultivated species were planted. Corporations provided the money for much of that planting, but no formal plan for maintenance was included. Phase III is the first Greenway area with a formal plan that specifies native plants and designated water management features. Longfellow NRP money was used to develop the plan. The plan is flexible enough to accommodate modifications.

The area behind the Shasta plant needs to be cleaned up. This and other areas need to be adopted by groups to plant and maintain. Eric and Jessica (Longellow Staff person working on Greenway) can check with personnel at Anne Sullivan School to strategize how to incorporate care for the adjacent Greenway area into school curriculum year round. NRICH (a Hennepin County Program) has funds available for native planting. (Natural Resources Incentives for Critical Habitat -

http://www.hennepin.us/vgn/portal/internet/hcdetailmaster/0,2300,1273_83222_123065508,00.html)  Maintenance is important - possible groups might be organized through the Birchwood Cafe, Sierra Club, SNG, biking and running groups. Greenway personnel suggest that “Adopt - A - Greenway” projects be about 4 blocks long. Art is included at rest stop/accesses and themed to reflect “A Journey in History”.  Brass-finished shoes will be incorporated into benches or other structures. Informative/historical interpretation kiosks may be included at these points.

A kick-off planting planning meeting will be scheduled. Jessica Hayssen will contact newspapers and SNG staff when the date and time is confirmed.

MOVED AND SECONDED: Jim moved, Rick seconded That the conceptual landscape plan for the Midtown Greenway, Phase III, be approved, and that the committee recommends that the SNG Board approve the plan as well.

Note: the plan is available at: -

http://www.longfellow.org/Midtown%20G'way%20Phase%203%20.pdf or through the Longfellow website at: www.longfellow.org
Updates:

Windsource Promotion - Using Aveda products as rewards, the Office of Environmental Assistance was able to sign up 278 subscribers at the St. Paul Bike

Classic. The consensus of the Environment Committee was that we should try this approach. Ideas for rewards/incentives include: Ben & Jerry coupons, lightbulbs (currently $1.49 @ at Welna) (what about Target as a donor?), window kit for weatherization, coupons for treat at Clicquot Club, Birchwood, or 2nd Moon? Alexis volunteered to check into the treat coupons from these sources by 10/2/06.  Another way to recruit participation is to work through local congregations or through congregations that Seward residents attend. Congregations Caring for Creation has a structured program for doing this. The committee also discussed tabling at local events such as the Midtown Farmer’s Market. Doing this depends on volunteers.

Riverside Market site task force approved recommending the use of LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) on this property. The current plan rules out the inclusion of residential space in this development.

Matthews solar project - Training on the computer program that displays the performance data for the photovoltaic system will be presented on Saturday, September 23, from 1:00 to 3:00 at Matthews Center. Mario Monasterio has promised to provide the training. Following the training, we will ask for people willing to volunteer an hour on Saturday, October 7, from 10:00 to 4:00, to demonstrate the system during the annual American Solar Energy Society solar building tour. The primary sponsor of this tour is the local affiliate of ASES, the Minnesota Solar Energy Society. (See Minutes of this training).

Mario Monasterio and Ralph Jacobsen have been asked to provide commissioning letters confirming the completion of the Matthews PV system. Mario’s letter has been forwarded to Lori Stone (SNG Director) The letter from IPS needs to be re-solicited.  Following receipt of the letters, SNG will, in turn, need to provide a cover letter. All three letters should be submitted to the Mpls. Park Board staff participating in this project and to Xcel.

Once all these tasks are accomplished, we need to plan, with the Park Staff, an event to celebrate the system’s commissioning. We will also need to develop a press release and other publicity about the site, as well as future plans to expand accessibility of the data for students and the public in general.

Eco-experience building at State Fair - Rick and Carol promoted Windsource at the event. Meeker Dam Tour on September 16 ​ nobody at the meeting went.

Future Plans

Member involvement- It was suggested that residents who’ve participated in Environment Committee (EC) sponsored events and projects should be contacted by e-mail, phone, pre-printed postcards to fill out, or a small promotion in the Bridge. What about an e-mail questionnaire (make it short)? Carol will contact Lori for a printout of the EC contact data base. We need to develop a small brochure detailing the history of the EC and inviting people to join. This can be attached to the Buckthorn flyer that will be distributed to the neighborhood prior to the Buckthorn Bust. (Oct. 28)

Ideas for future projects: What about working with local churches, as well as faith groups Seward residents are involved with, to provide environmental stewardship information and project facilitation? Other ideas: project on air quality, Expansion of Toxic Alert project, (what’s the EC’s role in this?), pesticide in parks project, sustainability roundtables?

Ideas for future field trips/meeting venues: to the "Natural Built Home" offices to review the company’s sustainable products for home construction; Sunday’s Energy at the Ivy Building, Woodland Stoves, an EC retreat at the Muessig’s in January.

Green Roof Initiative (see letter below). Would the Seward Coop be interested in sponsoring some kind of workshop?

Upcoming Events

September 19 (and subsequent dates) - public meetings to discuss plans for Mpls. Parks. Flyer at the Birchwood.

September 23 - Training to use PV system computer
More information: As you may have heard, the (photovoltaic) solar panels for supplying electricity to Matthews Center were installed about a year ago. The computer system that provides a visual representation of the photovoltaic system's performance has been tested and is now working well.

With the system producing power every day, we can use it as a laboratory and learning device. Please join us at a training for people with some computer familiarity who would like to find out: (1) how this system performs and (2) how to work with this program to make the information available to the public and Montessori students.

Reservations needed. To indicate you'll attend, please send an email to Leah at: leah@sng.org or call her at 612 338 6205, ext. 111. Thank you!

For further information, contact Carol Greenwood at: carolgwood@mn.rr.com 612-724-8430.

September 26 - update on arsenic testing in south Minneapolis by EPA - 7:00 to 9:00 at Midtown YWCA, 2121 E. Lake St. (See attached announcement and

resolution)

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) will hold a meeting on Tuesday, September 26 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the YWCA (2121 E. Lake St.) to discuss the risk assessment process and give residents an opportunity to ask questions about arsenic contamination, sampling results and clean-up in Phillips, Powderhorn, Longfellow and Corcoran neighborhoods. In the latest round of EPA soil testing, 130 additional properties qualify for arsenic contamination clean-up.

For more information, contact EPA Community Involvement Coordinator Cheryl Allen at (800) 621-8431. For additional information on arsenic contamination in Phillips, Powderhorn, Longfellow and Corcoran neighborhoods, go to: http://www.epa.gov/region5/sites/cmcheartland/pdfs/CMCUnsampled_Properties_StreetsNEW.pdf

MOVED AND SECONDED: That the resolution to “Request City and Federal Action to Protect Minneapolis Residents from Arsenic Contamination” be approved and that it is recommended that the SNG Board approve it also. This resolution comes from Cam Gordon and other City Council members. Moved by Jim, seconded by Alexis. (See Attachments)

October 1, Environment Commitee Annual Canoe Trip,12:30 to 4:30 Canoe the Mississippi River with the SNG Environment Committee on Sunday, October 1st, 2006. Visit the only gorge on the river, learn about its geology and how it’s been used from the late 19th century to today. Canoe to Hidden Falls through the Ford Dam locks! Seward resident Dan Breva will narrate the trip and chat about the history and geology of the area.

Leave at 1:30 p.m. from U of M Boat Landing (East River Flats Park below the U of M Heart Hospital and Coffman Union).

If you plan to take your car to Hidden Falls to drive home with your canoe after the trip, meet at 12:30 p.m. at the U of M boat landing (East River Flats Park). We’ll carpool and drop the vehicles at Hidden Falls for the 1:30 departure.

Though there will be some spots available in canoes, try to provide your own canoe with life preservers. Bring water, snacks, etc.

There will be a bathroom break ( we will probably have to use the woods) and discussion at the Rowing Club about 2:30 p.m. Alexa will check to see if there’s a way we can use the bathroom at the rowing club, since she knows someone who rows there.

If you do not have a canoe, need more information or wish to register, please email SNG staff at: bernie@sng.org. We welcome participants from our sister community, Longfellow. There is no cost for this activity.

October 7 - Minnesota Solar Tour For more information, please go to:

http://www.mnrenewavles.org/events/solartour.php
UNLESS WE HAVE VOLUNTEERS for the solar tour, the Matthews Center PV project will NOT BE ON THE TOUR.

October 28 - Buckthorn cleanup - see flyer
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ATTACHMENTS

NOTE: Some re-wording may occur in this resolution, but this wording covers all the points.

Resolution Requesting City and Federal Action to Protect Minneapolis Residents from Arsenic Contamination

Our organization, ___________________, represents citizens in South Minneapolis. [can add more information about the organization]

We have learned that arsenic from a pesticide company site in the area has contaminated the yards of many South Minneapolis homes.

We understand that although there is a small amount of arsenic naturally in soil, higher levels of arsenic can increase the risk of several types of cancer and may result in learning disabilities in children. The presence of arsenic contamination in our residential neighborhoods puts our families at risk and is a blighting influence on our community.

Efforts have been made by the State government to clean up the industrial source of the arsenic and by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to remove arsenic from some of the most contaminated yards in the neighborhood, but there are still problems.

So far, the EPA has only cleaned up yards that have arsenic levels of 95 parts per million (ppm) or more. The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency uses 5 parts per million as the screening level for arsenic in soil where there is going to be long-term exposure or where children are involved. Documents from the Minnesota Department of Health suggest that arsenic levels above 10 ppm could put residents, especially children, at risk of harm.

We believe that all soils that have arsenic contamination above 10 ppm pose a risk to Minneapolis families and should be cleaned up.

In addition, we understand that the EPA can’t give renters information on the results of arsenic testing unless they are ready to clean up the property. This is a huge problem, since many families in South Minneapolis are renters and hundreds of yards have arsenic contamination, but do not trigger the current clean-up level of 95 ppm. 

Parents with small children may not even know that their kids are playing in contaminated dirt, and families with gardens may be working every day in arsenic-contaminated soil.

There is also no mechanism for homebuyers in South Minneapolis to learn that a property they are buying has been tested and found to have arsenic contamination.

We believe that renters and new homebuyers should have accurate information on arsenic testing and results.

THEREFORE,

   1.We call on the United States Environmental Protection Agency to

      protect Minneapolis families by cleaning up every yard in the

      South Minneapolis Soil Contamination Site with arsenic

      contamination above 10 ppm background levels.
   2.We call on the City of Minneapolis to protect Minneapolis

      families by requiring landlords to notify renters of arsenic

      testing results and to require disclosure of soil testing and

      known contamination in Truth-In-Sale-of-Housing reports.
Letter received at SNG office 9/13/06
Hello,

I am an architect at Cermak Rhoades Architects in St. Paul, and a member of the Twin Cities Green Roofs Council (TCGRC). The mission of the TCGRC is to 

promote the use of green roofs in the Twin Cities. I am working with Corrie Zoll from the Green Institute (who also sits on the TCGRC) on a local "neighborhood green roofs" initiative that I¹d like to tell you a little about.

First, a bit about green roofs: to put it very simply, a green roof is one that¹s covered in soil and plants. There¹s some good basic information to be found here:

http://www.greenroofs.net/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=26&Itemid=40

<http://www.greenroofs.net/index.php?option=com_content&amp;task=view&amp;id=2
6&amp;Itemid=40> . It¹s a very old technology that¹s been gaining a lot 

of traction in the

past decade or so, particularly in Europe, because of the significant 

environmental

benefits it offers. Green roofs can:

Reduce overall stormwater runoff,

Filter stormwater pollutants that would eventually reach our lakes and 

rivers,

Reduce the cooling and heating loads on a building,

Provide acoustical insulation,

Extend the life of the roof membrane by protecting it from thermal shock 

and UV rays,

Reduce the urban "heat island effect,"

Increase habitat for local wildlife,

Remove CO2 and filter airborne particulates,

Create additional urban green space.

There are a number of new buildings in the Twin Cities, like the new 

Minneapolis Central

Library, that take advantage of these benefits. Most, though, are large 

institutional,

commercial or multifamily residential buildings, which leaves a 

tremendous opportunity

for the greening of single-family houses and garages in our 

neighborhoods. Small

buildings like these represent the vast bulk of total roof area in our 

communities, and are

a logical next step in the evolution of green roofs.

To that end, the TCGRC is developing a "do-it-yourself" green roof 

resource for

neighborhoods and homeowners, with an emphasis on green roofs on 

residential garages.

The resource will consist of a printed guide and community workshops 

that teach the

basics of installation and maintenance, and provide information on 

sourcing membranes,

soils, and plants locally. Workshops would consist of both classroom 

time and hands-on

experience in installing a roof on a neighborhood garage or other small 

building.

I¹m writing neighborhood groups in Minneapolis today to gauge interest 

in this initiative,

and to solicit any suggestions you may have. Stormwater mitigation, as 

you know, is a

growing issue in our local communities. Also, the national conference 

for the green roof

industry will take place in the Twin Cities next spring

(http://greenroofs.org/minneapolis/), so momentum is building. If you, 

or anyone in the

Seward Neighborhood, have any questions, comments or suggestions about 

our initiative

​ or green roofs in general ​ please email me. We appreciate your input!

Sincerely,

Chris

Christopher Wegscheid

C E R M A K R H O A D E S A R C H I T E C T S

275 East 4th Street Suite 800, St. Paul, MN 55101

email: cwegscheid@cermakrhoades.com

web: www.cermakrhoades.com
________________________________________________________

*

Environment Committee Meeting Minutes,

July 17, 2006 at the SNG Office*

Attending: Carol Greenwood (chair), Rick Greenwood, Jim Scheidt, and 

Bernie Waibel

(SNG, minutes).

_________________________________

Minutes from the June meeting were approved.

Next year's funding for the Peace Garden was discussed and the $800 

deficit that exists

for this year. The total budget is about $13,800 with $2,700 coming from 

Matthews

Community Education. That amount is sought for next year while the McKnight

Foundation will be asked for the remainder. A meeting is planned with 

the principal of

Seward Montessori and Anna Sonmore Costello, Lori Stone, Dick Westby and 

Carol will

meet with her to make a request for funding.

There are other contributors such as the Seward Coop which pays the kids 

$5 per hour to

weed its flower beds. The Montessori PTO is not currently a donor but 

will be asked in

2007. The Birchwood also may hold a fundraiser.

The program serves 50-60 kids per year though there's a core group of 

about a dozen.

The Environment Committee makes rainbarrels for sale and sells them for 

$65 each.

There's an approximate profit of $20 per barrel and there was a 

discussion as to whether

the funding could be used to further the Peace Garden.

Motion: Moved that any profits from the "for sale" rainbarrel activity 

be directed to

supporting the Peace Garden. Carol moved and Jim seconded. Passed with 

no nays or

abstentions.

[On subsequent follow-up both Bernie and Lori agreed to this.]

____________________

Staff gave the Riverside Market Site update given the Committee's stated 

interest in

having energy and sustainability measures reflected in any new 

construction. Currently, a

residential tower of five stories will sit atop a single story Coop 

store with 58 surface

level parking spots.

Carol said that a letter had been drafted stating the Environment 

Committee's position on

sustainability and that adoption of one of the several levels of LEED 

standards be

adopted. This neighborhood has stated its support of the environment and 

sustainability in

every poll or survey taken.

The Riverside Market Task Force will meet soon to craft its 

recommendations to the

neighborhood regarding the site and sustainability should be stated 

within that document.

__________________________________

At the Energy Independence Day at the Green Institute, the Windsource 

effort signed up

three more homeowners for a new total of 46 or 47 enrollees. There is a 

new director of

the Windsource Program at Xcel, Howard Coyota [KYOTA] who [DISCOURAGED

EXPECTATIONS FOR XCEL TO] ...has declined to ... provide lawn signs to new

enrollees, stating that the program is at break-even without the 

expense. Windsource

proponents are ...MONITORING PROGRESS TOWARD UPGRADED] working

towards ... auditing of the Windsource program to assure that the funds 

are actually

directed to wind produced energy.

At the event, Welna Hardware sold 30 energy efficient lightbulbs.

__________________________________

The monitoring software at the solar installation atop Matthews is still 

not working

correctly though if Rick can get the time away from his other duties 

he'll hopefully be

able to remedy the problem.

The system is producing energy which is being consumed within the 

building. Carol will

contact Eric Riehm of MPRB to determine if the electrical bill for the 

building shows the

energy produced and used onsite.

[UPDATE: Eric provided performance figures but they are unclear. They 

need to be

analyzed. Mario noted on the 23rd that Xcel’s monitoring of reverse 

meters has been

erratic.]

__________________________________

Committee sponsored activities for the coming twelve months were 

discussed, with the

canoe trip coming up quickly in September. Carol will talk with Dick 

Westby about a

date for the trip from the U of M landing down through the Ford Parkway 

lock to Hidden

Falls. A speaker will be found, with perhaps Dan Breva asked to narrate 

again.

__________________________________

The cardboard manufacturing plant known as RockTenn at I94 and 

Cretin/Vandalia in St.

Paul is losing its steam source when the Xcel Energy High Bridge Plant 

in St. Paul is

converted to gas. The company is considering burning biomass in one form 

or another:

"clean" leaf, tree and garden waste or possibly household garbage. [NOT 

GARBAGE.

BIOMASS ONLY]

Given that biomass is already burned in downtown St. Paul and there will 

soon be a

biomass burner near the Green Institute, will there be sufficient 

material to go around?

What does a privately operated burner mean for those neighborhoods 

downwind? From

the discussions involving the Arsenic Triangle, the Committee knows that 

during the

summertime, the prevailing winds are often from the north and east 

(winter winds are

from the west). Should Seward sponsor an event where speakers from the 

company and

MPCA speak about the project? Staff will contact other neighborhoods 

nearby and Cam

Gordon.

__________________________________

The County is working with the Green Institute (Corrie Zoll) to make 

funding available to

building owners who wish to make stormwater improvements to their sites. 

This will

reduce the cost of stormwater disposal for the property owner while 

keeping toxin-laden

stormwater out of the river. [UPDATE: This information was subsequently

communicated to ReDesign, the Riverside Market Planning Task Force, and the

Development Committee].

Motion: Moved that stormwater outreach program materials be made 

available to Seward

businesses through the SCCA and that staff work with SCCA organizers in 

arranging for

a speaker from the program to address the business group. Jim moved and Rick

seconded. Passed with no nays or abstentions.

[WHAT IS THE FOLLOW UP ON THIS?]

__________________________________

Meeting adjourned at 9:00.

