ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MINUTES 
July 20, 2009 

Matthews Center in the Craft Room. 

Contact:  Carol Greenwood, 724-8430, carolgwood@comcast.net
We need to fold up business at 8:55 sharp, so we will start at 6:55 sharp. 


Attendance:  Rick Greenwood, Carol Greenwood, Maia Homstad, Jim Scheidt, Dick Holmsten, Roger Howley

NOTE:  Greg Klave volunteered to serve on the SNG Board and act as the Environment Committee representative.  He may not be in town yet.

Approval of Minutes:  The June minutes were approved, and can be posted on the Environment page.

– One workshop so far has been scheduled at the Seward Coop.    PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED AND CLIMATE CHANGE INNOVATION GRANT:  


Workshops MUST BE AT THE SEWARD COOP, BY PHONE OR IN PERSON. (phone 338-2465 – ADDRESS:   2823 East Franklin Avenue Minneapolis, MN 55406)


How to Pay For Home Improvements That Save You Money and Reduce Energy Use     Sunday, September 20, 2:00-4:00   Dave King , Director for Financial Resources, Center for Energy and Environment will present.  Q & A and discussion:  Learn about comprehensive and up-to-date information on Loans, Grants, Assistance Programs, State and Federal Tax Credits and Rebates, Utility and Contractor/Product discounts and other approaches you can use to save money on your utility bills, conserve energy in your home, and more efficiently provide a healthy comfortable environment for your family.  You've worked hard for your home.  Now make your home work for you.  Refreshments will be served and a Drawing for valuable energy-saving products will be held.  The Class is FREE to Minneapolis residents. (Pre-registration at Customer Service is required, SINCE CLASSROOM SPACE IS LIMITED – 25 SPOTS.) 


Workshop #4, has been committed to by  Mike Kulczyk, Building Analyst, from CEE.  He will do a  presentation on working with contractors vs. Do-It-Yourself.   (contact at mkulczyk@mncee.org or 612-723-8056)


Roger is following up on getting speakers for Workshops #2 (Audits) and #3 (House as a System).  Both Carol and he have made inquiries at several agencies.  Workshops will be scheduled for Sunday afternoons in October.  Roger said that Bruce Stahlberg, a certified energy auditor, might be interested in doing the audit presentation.

Carol will check on availability of powerpoint and progress in sign-ups.


Any more suggestions for drawing items?  In addition to the previous list, ( We have $700 allocated for workshop drawings. I am looking for suggestions for items to include.  So far we have:


 programmable thermostat, water heater blanket,  solar powered motion detector outdoor light, 
photo sensors for outdoor light fixtures ( that turn them off during the day), $50 off at Seward  
Coop for local food, Energy readout device (give feedback on  household energy use.)  We got 
suggestions for an LED light, a Smart strip to reduce phantom loads, Carbon Monoxide detector and radon test kit, water conservation fixtures.   Any more suggestions?


New suggestions – smart UPS with surge protection, LED lights with solar collector (yard or security light) LED light rope to outline steps (Jim Scheidt will research) , Welna coupon for weatherization materials


Eat Local Month - No word as yet whether Re-Design is sponsoring a local food workshop.  Grow-Buy-Eat Local Month (beginning August 1; --see http://www.seward.coop/?q=news_events. 
For further information, contact the Seward Coop.  Events are planned at Seward Coop about local food—a showing of the movie,  FRESH, on July 31, 7:00 to 9:00.


FRESH the Movie: New Thinking about What We’re Eating
Friday, July 31, 7:00-9:00           Produced by Ana Sofia Joneas
FRESH celebrates the farmers, thinkers and business people across America who are reinventing our food system. Forging healthier, sustainable alternatives, they offer a practical vision of our food and our planet’s future. FRESH addresses an ethos that has been sweeping the nation and is a call to action America has been waiting for.  Free!  Pre-registration at Customer Service is required.

And also tours of local farms.   “Throughout August, Twin Cities natural food co-ops—and food co-ops from coast to coast— are participating in a nationwide endeavor, called "Eat Local, America!"  It’s easy, educational and—most important—fun!  

Seward Co-op will kick off the event with a special in-store demo on Saturday, Aug. 1, featuring Featherstone Farms.  

National Cooperative Grocers Association is also sponsoring the following tours of local farms -- open to all. But sign up soon; these will fill up fast!  (See Registration Information Below).

Gardens of Eagan and Cedar Summit Farms Tour  
Saturday, August 1  9:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.             Tour Gardens of Eagan, one of the area's oldest organic vegetable farms, followed by Cedar Summit Farms, a grass-fed dairy farm.  The tour price of $25 per person includes air-conditioned bus transportation to and from two pick-up locations (NCGA’s office and Valley Natural Foods) as well as a boxed lunch. Space is limited to 55 people and will be offered on a first-come, first-served basis.  To reserve your space, email lauren.zamorano@ncga.coop by July 15.  Or, call her at 651-379-1480, ext.2212. 

Meet at 9:30 a.m., in the NCGA parking (across the street from Court West, 2610 University Ave. W., St. Paul); bus leaves promptly at 9:45.  Or, meet at 10:15 at Valley Natural Foods, 13750 County Rd. 11, Burnsville for 10:30 departure on morning of tour. 

Rising Sun Farm Tour
Saturday, August 8, 9:30 a.m.           Tour Rising Sun Farm in scenic River Falls, Wis.  Meet at 9:30 a.m. in the parking lot of River Market co-op in Stillwater and carpool to the organic farm or meet us at the farm by 10:15 a.m., at W7897 830th Ave., River Falls. There is no cost to participate.  However, be sure to reserve your space by emailing lauren.zamorano@ncga.coop by July 15, or call her at 651-379-1480 ext. 2212.   Meet in the parking lot of River Market, 221 N. Main St., Stillwater.


Promotion of MN Energy Challenge – All attendees at last month's EnvComm meeting were asked to recruit one neighbor for the Energy Challenge.  Who has done so?

   *http://www.mnenergychallenge.org/*    Hey, we've upped the membership. Hurray for our team. Current Status:  SEWARD NEIGHBORHOOD TEAM (4th place)
   116 members are saving $66,504 and 665,069 lbs. of co2 (5,733 lbs. per member)
   (Last month it was 106 members were saving $65,087 and 630,569 lbs. of co2 (5,949 lbs. per member).  So far, last months attendees haven't signed up any of their neighbors.


We have our own form, targeted to projects in Seward.  I was asked to clarify as follows:

To Sign on to the Seward Team:  Do Not Obsess.  You can change it later.  


#1  Assume your house is average in energy consumption.  


#2  Pick one or more actions you can do in addition to what you are already doing. 


 Our short form items are: 


Add one or more compact fluorescent lightbulbs.  


and/or Bike or walk for a few more of your errands.  



and/or Sign up for Windsource (see SNG.org,  Environment    Windsource) by adding 100 kW to your commitment, or going 100%  Windsource, as many of our Seward neighbors have done.


and/or   Get an audit and follow through with ONE or more of the significant recommended items.  For example, get your doors and/or windows and/or bypasses weatherized


 Or anything else you can add.    


Everybody on this list should sign up, if you haven't, to add one more thing you can do to reduce CO2 that you haven't been doing. Be sure to join the Seward Team. You may also join two other teams + the Minneapolis team. Anybody who signs up for East Seward should also sign up for Seward, since these lists don't overlap.  


I will be happy to walk anybody through this, by phone or in person.


Funding for Audits and Home Conservation – As part of the CCI program we will fund 20 households with $100 @ for audits (from Environment Committee NRP funds).  We also hope to provide funds for home conservation improvements, but this needs to be negotiated with NRP.  As of today, the contract with NRP still has not been completed.  Volunteers continue to work with NRP to do this.   Potential Environment NRP funds, (when the contract gets signed and we figure out how the money flow will occur). This is about how we will spend public money, so you might want a voice in the decisions. 


Environmental Education                  $2100


Environmental Stewardship               $3500


Housing Energy Efficiency                $8400




TOTAL
          $14000


Work Study Student – The EnvComm funds have been approved, when we get them, but the SNG Treasurer is still working on the details.  ($500 for a work-study intern--25% of her stipend)  We can get the other 75% of her salary paid for the U. MN Work Study program (but we need to front the money and then apply for reimbursement—a cash flow problem)  We need  her efforts focused on details for outreach and follow-up after workshops, as  well as assisting with details of workshop delivery.  We also could use her time to target appropriate   participant households in the audit/loan/home improvement/grant component of the grant.  Recommended and approved unanimously by the committee in June – to release $500 from the Housing Energy Efficiency budget item to employ a work-study student to help with Environment Committee activities relevant to the CCI grant. 

For the approved grant description, see www.sng.org  Environment Page, link to 2009 Climate   Change Innovation Grant.


Wagon Roll-Out -  Emily Wergin wrote, “We’ve tentatively set the date for the Wagon event as Saturday, August 8th. The event will be based in Welna Hardware’s parking lot. Welna will provide a canopy outside and free rootbeer floats.” --one of SNG's Climate Change Innovation/Energy Challenge projects that Seward ReDesign will be directing.   No time specifics from Emily so far.

 
National Night Out Promotion - (August 4) www.ci.*minneapolis*.mn.us/nno/ 
 Our job is to recruit participants in Energy Challenge, promote King's Fair, and promote workshops.

So far, no communication from SNG on this.  You can register your National Night Out Event yourself on line or you can call Minneapolis 311 for assistance. Dial 311 or (612) 673-3000; TTY/TDD (612) 673-2157.  Sorry, there are NO MORE start-up kits for NNO “Rookies”.  
JULY 21: DEADLINE TO APPLY TO CLOSE YOUR STREET FOR FREE.   Or contact:

SECTOR 4   Lt. Arthur Knight — 612-673-5788  arthur.knight@ci.minneapolis.mn.us 

CPS Shun Tillman  612-673-2846  shun.tillman@ci.minneapolis.mn.us
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/police/outreach/docs/safe-staff-map.pdf


King's Fair -  Saturday, September 12, 10:00 to 5:00 – sign up more neighbors to join the Energy Challenge and Windsource. Promote and publicize the workshops.  We need volunteers for King's Fair.  I can't do it by myself, and I am physically unable to work 7 hrs straight at the table.   We need $40 to pay the City of Minneapolis for compost and recycling collection at King's Fair so we can make this a Zero Waste event.  We are asking for Zipp's volunteers to man the collection bins so that people will appropriately dispose of their containers, etc.  We would like to sell our leftover garage sale books to make up the cash to pay for this.  Does the Committee approve the remaining $35 from the garage sale for this expenditure?
Approved:   Balance of cash to be spent on containers for composting.  Any added cash was approved from the NRP Environment Money.  Matthews Center will provide the recycling containers.  (according to Debra Derosa, Matthews Center Director).

We could raise some additional cash, depending on whether we need $20 or $40 for the compost bin(s).  We would need to sell 15 books for $1@, or get donations. 


We have 9 volunteers as of 8/8/09.  (I will send out an e-mail verifying you will volunteer and which two-hour stretch you would like. )  Five more to go. 

SOLAR TOUR PARTICIPATION:    We will spend $45 (approved in June) of the  $70 that Roger and Carol took in at the Garage Sale for extended park center staffing, IF WE GET VOLUNTEERS.  Rick and I can't do this by ourselves.  Minnesota Solar Tour (2009 Saturday, October 3, 2009 10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. www.MNSolarTour.org ) We will need $45 to pay Matthews Center Staff for time after 2:00 (or maybe a little more). 

Approved unanimously:  To spend $45 to hire park staff for three hours (from 2:00 to 5:00) if we have enough volunteers to participate in the 2009 MN Solar Tour, October 3. Jim Scheidt, Dick Holmsten, and Roger Howley volunteered for the solar tour, along with Rick and Carol.  We would like 3 additional  more people so that we can have 2 people per 2 hour stretch.


HERC EXPANSION PROPOSAL:    The operator, Covanta, wants to expand from 1000 tons daily to 1200 tons daily, a 20% increase.  The Planning Commission on 6/22 defeated the request.  It will now go the Zoning and Planning Committee of the City Council on 7/23. 

The  Seward Neighborhood Board on behalf of the Seward Neighborhood Group, approved the following resolution initiated and forwarded by the Environment Committee.


Neither the Minneapolis Planning Commission nor the city council, should allow changes 
of any kind to the current HERC conditional use, or other permits.


Covanta should be required to renew their expired (2003) air emission permit.


The full MPCA updating and re-permitting process should be followed, including public     
input, full HERC facility inspection and testing, and the addition of all possible real-time 
electronic monitoring equipment to test as many stack emissions as possible.  All relevant 
data should be electronically available to the public.


Minneapolis, Hennepin County, and Covanta should be required to adhere to the  current 
Minnesota Waste Management Hierarchy as required by Minnesota law.  Alternatives to 
incineration, such as aggressive re-use, recycling, and composting  should be thoroughly 
explored and funded.  Zero waste is the long-range goal of this state.

     Extensive city-wide organizing is going on to defeat this proposal.  See Minneapolis Neighbors for Clean Air       http://minneapolisneighborsforcleanair.com/ for updates.   Organizations are showing interest in advocating for a HEALTH IMPACT STUDY being done on this project.

PENTACHLOROPHENOL RESEARCH STATE FUNDING BILL STATUS:  No word as yet whether it will be unallotted.  Poles continue to be stinky, depending on weather conditions.  Air quality generally has been poorer this summer—primarily due to small particulates and secondarily ozone.  There was a big uptick right after the 4th of July due to fireworks.  Yard fires after 10:00 pm (in violation of city ordinances) continue to be a problem locally.  Check this URL for regulations regarding “recreational” fires.  http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/fire/018_Rec_Fires.pdf
See also discussion thread on Seward E-Democracy.

GREEN SPACE UPDATE:  Green space update status including the community garden, Peace Garden (vegetable growing, ½ for the school, ½ for Seward Coop and ½ for Birchwood.), and trees in the neighborhood.     Homegrown Minneapolis   The City Council approved the  report and recommendations on this project.  The committee discussed the Hub of Heaven Community Garden and would like to see it remain as an environment committee project.  They wonder whether the full board or the Executive Committee decided they did not want to be involved with the community garden.  This needs clarification.  The committee wants to investigate alternative land ownership and ways to provide insurance for garden operation.  Dick Westby said Lee Colby, the garden coordinator, had requested Faith Mennonite Church to consider this, but no decision was known.  Greg Klave thought that Kevin Brown was on the Seward Coop Cafe, and they might be willing to own and insure the garden, since they operate garden space.  Greg said he would contact him.  Xena Huff volunteered to look into insurance.  Any reports?  A possible other source would be the Minneapolis Land Trust.  There is no insurance available from the Park Board, according to Scott Vreeland, but the Park Board would be willing to own it.  Xena does not believe that Garden Works would be of assistance with insurance.  


Tree Butchery – Extensive discussion about this has taken place on Seward E-Democracy, but no-one has volunteered to arrange a community meeting to question involved parties and investigate reparations and prevention of future occurrences.  (NRP I funds were used to plant trees in Seward, some of which have been hacked out.)  Maia Homstad said she would look into seeing if she can arrange a meeting.  

XCEL'S HIAWATHA PROJECT – Any reports?  Last month   Sheldon Mains explained more of the specifics about the Hiawatha Project.  He suggested that the neighborhood should be involved in examining alternative locations for Transfer stations and alternative routes and alternative installation technology for the 115 kv transmission lines.  Note an article in the Sunday STRIB (Problem's a Humdinger”) about increased low-frequency and very disturbing sound from a transfer station at Iglehart and Asbury in St. Paul.  This could be a BIG problem for residences near substations.  Questions for Xcel:  How far does the sound travel?  What HEALTH IMPACT STUDIES have been done on this?  Someone thought there was a transfer station near the Humphrey Stadium.

Park Board News – The Emerald Ash borer has not yet been found in Minneapolis yet.  Most people expect we will lose 900,000,000 trees in Minnesota, 20% of boulevard trees.  It takes 5 years to kill tree, but once dead Ashes need to be removed because they are brittle.  Treeage insecticide is being tried to see if it will kill the larvae, (Scott's and a few neighbors trees treated).  This is a new product. Milwaukee is treating half their ashes for $40 a tree, (group rate), a single tree residential tree may cost $100 to $200 every two years.

The Park Board can buy the Community Garden, but the insurance will have to be provided by gardeners.  The Park Board won't subsidize the insurance.  Soo Line Garden bought their own insurance and the Park Board owns the space.  We need someone to research where they got it, how much it costs yearly, and also to inquire of  other entities as to whether they can provide insurance.

Council Member news.  See:


http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/council/ward2/docs/Julye-newsletter09.pdf 

Particularly note info re Downtown Garbage Burner, Xcel Hiawatha Project, Xcel Tree Trimming, and Blue Green Alliance.  CEAC - sustainability measures - Increase waste diversion from 32% to 50% by 2013, expand city composting by 2013, increase %age of city residents using small garbage carts from 4% to 20%.  (Will cost $2 per consumer/month for source separation, by giving a small garbage cart)
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