Environment Committee Meeting Minutes,

July 17, 2006 at the SNG Office

Attending: Carol Greenwood (chair), Rick Greenwood, Jim Scheidt, and Bernie Waibel (SNG, minutes). 

_________________________________

Minutes from the June meeting were approved.  

Next year's funding for the Peace Garden was discussed and the $800 deficit that exists for this year.  The total budget is about $13,800 with $2,700 coming from Matthews Community Education.  That amount is sought for next year while the McKnight Foundation will be asked for the remainder.  A meeting is planned with the principal of Seward Montessori and Anna Sonmore Costello, Lori Stone, Dick Westby and Carol will meet with her to make a request for funding.  

There are other contributors such as the Seward Coop which pays the kids $5 per hour to weed its flower beds.  The Montessori PTO is not currently a donor but will be asked in 2007.  The Birchwood also may hold a fundraiser.  

The program serves 50-60 kids per year though there's a core group of about a dozen.

The Environment Committee makes rainbarrels for sale and sells them for $65 each.  There's an approximate profit of $20 per barrel and there was a discussion as to whether the funding could be used to further the Peace Garden.

Motion: Moved that any profits from the "for sale" rainbarrel activity be directed to supporting the Peace Garden.  Carol moved and Jim seconded. Passed with no nays or abstentions. 
____________________

Staff gave the Riverside Market Site update given the Committee's stated interest in having energy and sustainability measures reflected in any new construction.  Currently, a residential tower of five stories will sit atop a single story Coop store with 58 surface level parking spots.  

Carol said that a letter had been drafted stating the Environment Committee's position on sustainability and that adoption of one of the several levels of LEED standards be adopted. This neighborhood has stated its support of the environment and sustainability in every poll or survey taken. 


The Riverside Market Task Force will meet soon to craft its recommendations to the neighborhood regarding the site and sustainability should be stated within that document.  
__________________________________

At the Energy Independence Day at the Green Institute, the Windsource effort signed up three more homeowners for a new total of 46 or 47 enrollees.  There is a new director of the Windsource Program at Xcel, Howard Coyota who has declined to provide lawn signs to new enrollees, stating that the program is at break-even without the expense.  Windsource proponents are working towards auditing of the Windsource program to assure that the funds are actually directed to wind produced energy. 

At the event, Welna Hardware sold 30 energy efficient lightbulbs.  

__________________________________
The monitoring software at the solar installation atop Matthews is still not working correctly though if Rick can get the time away from his other duties he'll hopefully be able to remedy the problem.

The system is producing energy which is being consumed within the building.  Carol will contact Eric Riehm of MPRB to determine if the electrical bill for the building shows the energy produced and used onsite. 

  __________________________________
Committee sponsored activities for the coming twelve months were discussed, with the canoe trip coming up quickly in September.  Carol will talk with Dick Westby about a date for the trip from the U of M landing down through the Ford Parkway lock to Hidden Falls.  A speaker will be found, with perhaps Dan Breva asked to narrate again. 

__________________________________
The cardboard manufacturing plant known as RockTenn at I94 and Cretin/Vandalia in St. Paul is losing its steam source when the Xcel Energy High Bridge Plant in St. Paul is converted to gas.  The company is considering burning biomass in one form or another: "clean" leaf, tree and garden waste or possibly household garbage. 

Given that biomass is already burned in downtown St. Paul and there will soon be a biomass burner near the Green Institute, will there be sufficient material to go around?  

What does a privately operated burner mean for those neighborhoods downwind?  From the discussions involving the Arsenic Triangle, the Committee knows that during the summertime, the prevailing winds are often from the north and east (winter winds are from the west).  Should Seward sponsor an event where speakers from the company and MPCA speak about the project?  Staff will contact other neighborhoods nearby and Cam Gordon. 

__________________________________

The County is working with the Green Institute (Corrie Zoll) to make funding available to building owners who wish to make stormwater improvements to their sites.  This will reduce the cost of stormwater disposal for the property owner while keeping toxin-laden stormwater out of the river.  

Motion: Moved that stormwater outreach program materials be made available to Seward businesses through the SCCA and that staff work with SCCA organizers in arranging for a speaker from the program to address the business group.  Jim moved and Rick seconded. Passed with no nays or abstentions.

__________________________________

Meeting adjourned at 9:00.
