Seward Neighborhood Group

Minutes - Environment Committee 

Monday, March 15, 2010

Attendance:  Carol Greenwood, Rick Greenwood, Mike Trdan

General Business

1. Administrative (call to Order, Agenda Approval, Minutes Approval):  

Agenda for 3/15/10 meeting – approved 
Minutes for 2/22/10 – pending approval - upon completion, Next Meeting Set – 4/19/10 at 6:55 Matthews Center

            Mark Sulander will prepare the agenda for the April meeting and chair the April meeting

2. Budget report – status of approved expenditures –

· Funds for Repair of Solar Computer at Matthews -  research underway, no funds expended yet

· Purchase Conservation Workshop DVD's for presenters – investigating copying services, action pending on expenditures

New/Ongoing Business

3. HERC Expansion/Penta Pole Updates - Mark Sulander was out-of-state on family matters and unable to attend so Greenwood offered that no further action on the Penta Pole tour or other items was upcoming immediately to her knowledge.  Greenwood suggested checking legislation.  Greenwood reported that the expansion of the HERC facility will require an Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) and also includes the possibility of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and a Health Impact Statement. Trdan commented that a publicity firm, Risdale, has been retained to represent the potential expansion to the public.   Further discussion followed in Sulander’s absence on Excel Energy’s plans for erecting high power transmission lines along Hiawatha Avenue and through the Philip and Seward neighborhoods.  According to Sulander’s comments to Greenwood, the project is proceeding in spite of Excel experiencing a 9% drop in demand.  Some of the towers may be 70 feet tall and public hearings are scheduled for 4/5 and 4/6 to determine a Certificate of Need (CON).  Greenwood mentioned possible health concerns (specific information about this has been disseminated on the Environment E-Mailing List) and that an attorney, Carol Overland, is being retained to assist the neighborhoods.  Discussion followed and there was agreement that this issue needs to be brought to the attention of the SNG Board.

4. Citizen Environmental Advisory Committee (CEAC) - Greenwood reported the presenter, John Harkness, was Seward resident and a CEAC member but was unable to come to the meeting.  Discussion followed about the role of the CEAC and the need for two-way communication with the neighborhoods.  There was agreement with the suggestion to invite Harkness to a future committee meeting.  

5. Seward Neighborhood Enhanced Recycling/Food Waste Composting Project - Mike Trdan updated his efforts to assist the City of Minneapolis in preparing a grant request Hennepin County to upgrade recycling efforts in the City.  The final grant application is due to Hennepin County on April 9, 2010, but grants must go through a City Council approval process.  There is a tight timeline to get through the approval process and still make the deadline for Hennepin County, but Trdan was optimistic the timeline could be met.  The pilot project area would incorporate two innovations:  a two-stream collection system that uses a 22 gallon, wheeled and covered cart for collecting cans, bottles and plastic, and a community based promotional outreach effort.  Seward could imitate the successful model used by the Linden Hills Power & Light organization for working with the residents on waste education and curbside collection methods.  A portion of the potential grant funds would be used for a consultant to record results, and to work with the neighborhood for bin distribution and resident education.  It is likely that individual door knocking and other forms of community education would be necessary to get a program going.  

6. Earth Hour & Upcoming Earth Day Activities - Greenwood announced “Earth Hour” a national level effort to demonstrate the need to save energy is scheduled for March 27.  Residents and businesses can participate by turning off the lights for a one hour period on that day.  A neighborhood clean-up effort is also being planned and Greenwood is preparing a list of other upcoming events.  Greenwood mentioned the need for Peter Fleck to promote these events through E-democracy, the SNG Newsletter and the Seward Profile.  The deadline to send information to Fleck is April 7. 

7. Sustainability Conference Activities – Both Carol Greenwood and Rick Greenwood attended the Sustainability Conference held on March 12 and March 13.  Carol Greenwood reported on the attendees and presentations and the continuing discussion of the role of waste-to-energy facilities.

8. Discussion – Campus Beyond Coal & SE Como Improvement Association (SECIA) – Working Towards Zero Waste – There was a short review of last month’s presentation by a group of University of Minnesota students on their effort to switch the U of M’s power plant from coal to cleaner burning fuels.  Trdan said the students also appeared in front of the SNG Board in February and were favorably received.  Trdan mentioned he tried to contact Justin Eibenholzl from SECIA, but was not successful.  Trdan offered to keep trying to establish contact.   [Subsequent communication from Sheldon Mains, requesting that the Environment Committee draft the letter of support for the CBC effort.]

Minutes submitted by Mike Trdan

