Seward Neighborhood Group - Environment Committee Minutes

Monday, February 22, 2010

Attendance:  Carol Greenwood, Rick Greenwood, Heather Kachel (U. MN student), Greg Klave, Mark Sulander, Jim Scheidt, Jessica Tetro (U. MN student), Mike Trdan

General Business

1. Administrative:  

Minutes for 1/24/10 – Approved          Next Meeting Set – 3/15/10 at 6:55 Matthews Center

      Mike Trdan will prepare the agenda for 3/15 and chair the March meeting

      Mark Sulander will prepare the agenda for the April meeting and chair the April meeting

2. Presentation by Heather Kachel and Jessica Tetro, U MN students working on cooperative project between Sierra Club and U. MN students to significantly reduce the U's dependence on coal-generated electricity and to solicit support for this from surrounding neighborhoods.  Students would like a letter of support for their efforts to work with the University of MN Sustainability committee/office to reduce dependence on coal generated powered by the U. MN Riverside plant.  The Environment Committee approved this and requested support from the SNG Board (Approved  at 2/24 Board meeting.  Who will write letter of support?)

                 Campuses Beyond Coal –  http://www.sierraclub.org/coal/coalnearyou/default.aspx

                 U. MN group  contacts - http://www.sua.umn.edu/groups/directory/show.php?id=2472
3. Budget report – proposed expenditures – Approved by Committee (and SNG Board on 2/24/10)

· Funds for Repair of Solar Computer at Matthews -  Environment/Energy  $150 to $200  Rick Greenwood     The monitoring computer for the Heliotronics Photovoltac system at Matthews Center  has suffered a failure and the installation CD for the operating system is missing.  It may have been removed by unauthorized party or parties.  The harddrive needs to be replaced.  It may be necessary to buy a copy of Windows XP Home.  It would be useful to add up to 256 megabytes of memory to the mainboard, since the current memory available is the minimum required.  Rick will buy and 80 gigabyte harddrive, 256 megabites of added memory, and a new copy of the WIN XP Home operating program.

· Seward NRP – Environment/Energy funds to purchase Conservation Workshop DVD's for presenters as SNG appreciation gifts.   $150       Carol Greenwood  - We would like to send a relevant conservation workshop DVD to each of the 6 presenters as well as copies of all 4 to the Minneapolis Sustainability Office for their use.  The DVD's are $15 @. 

New/Ongoing Business

4. Climate Innovations Grant- Carol Greenwoood - follow up activities – Carol will buy additional DVD's and send them to the presenters who provided content for the Energy Conservation Workshops.  Recordings of each of the four workshops are available at:  
http://sewardprofile.posterous.com/tag/environment

The SNG Housing program contract has been signed and the program is being marketed.  Carol will be working with Bernie (and Dave King of CEE) to promote the audit program, as well as encourage residents to take advantage of these lower interest loans to make energy conservation improvements.  The committee members recommend obtaining detailed descriptions of the various audits available (Xcel, Centerpoint, MNCEE, individual auditors) so that residents can compare them to see what they are getting for their investment.  Members expressed concern that the only audits for which neighbors could obtain assistance were $300 audits from MNCEE.  They wanted to make sure that these audits provided value justifying the expense.

5. Seward Neighborhood Enhanced Recycling/Food Waste Composting Project - Mike Trdan

      Nationwide in other communities technical developments have been made, in both home pickup and recycling center sorting of recyclables.  The rate of recycling in Minneapolis has been stagnating and money allocated for this has not been adequate.  As much as 1/3 of what goes into garbage has been estimated to be recyclable, based on required Hennepin Co. waste sorts, and up to 20% more would be compostable (food and soiled  paper).  It is estimated that garbage going to the burner could be cut by 50%.  The city currently pays a tipping fee (varies depending on business delivering waste) to burn garbage at HERC.  Four pilot recycling/composting projects have been started in Hennepin Co. so far—Minnetonka and Farmington are trying out different sorting approaches.  Eureka Recycling is the recycling provider in St. Paul and requires less sorting by homeowners.  [Payment for recycling service is collected on the water bill.  Eureka uses a three container sort—1) mixed color glass & cans; 2) all kinds of paper from paper board to corrugated to office mix;   and 3) plastic bottles, #1 & #2, with necks; separately bagged aseptic and waxed cartons are also accepted.  Eureka also collects worn out clothing and household fabrics, in plastic bags.  In St. Paul homeowners must pay for garbage and yard waste collection.  They also must transport large items, electronics, and appliances to recycling centers.]  [The Minneapolis program, begun in 1988, collects everything that Eureka does except for the household fabrics and aseptic/carton packaging, as well as yard waste, large items, appliances, and electronics.  Minneapolis households can receive two vouchers a year that allow free recycling of tires and drop-off of miscellaneous wastes that are not collected curbside.]

        While the cities do the work, Hennepin Co. collects money from city solid waste programs [Minnesota Solid Waste Management Tax of 9.75% residential and 17% non-residential—materials separated from the waste stream are not taxed—plus the Hennepin County Fee.].  Hennepin Co. has an

estimated grant fund of $300,000 to pay out for programs that enhance recycling/composting/toxics reduction while reducing garbage.

It is recommended that Seward examine the Linden Hills Power & Light/Neighborhood model of compost collection and seek funds to pay specialists to help with neighborhood waste education and curbside collection.  We need to work politically to gain support from 7 city council members, (we have verbal support from County Commissioner Peter McLaughlin, according to Mike).  Mike is

proposing that 600 (a typical route?) to1200 households be targeted to  participate in a program (estimated $50,000 to $70,000 in grant funding).  Funding would be used for paying personnel to educate, facilitate collection, and record results, as well as for bins, bin distribution, and collection vehicles.  Small garbage bins with large colorful descriptive decals could be used for recycling containers (the city has a large surplus of these containers).  RFID chips could be used to identify and document resident participation.  

The committee agreed that door knocking and other forms of community education would be necessary to get a program going.  Mike plans to discuss the proposed program with Susan Young, Mpls. Solid Waste and Recycling Director.

Mike was requested to get data from Susan Young that would detail the costs and income from the city recycling program, including a breakdown of incremental dollar benefits accruing from the detailed sort Minneapolis homeowners carry out.  We would also like to know the costs of burning garbage to the city.  More detail on the routes driven by city employees and those driven by the members of the city waste haulers consortium would be helpful.  

6. Discussion - SE Como Improvement Association (SECIA) – Working Towards Zero Waste – Justin Eibenholzl, SECIA Environment Coordinator, has proposed an ordinance that would require aggressive recycling and composting, working toward Zero Waste.  This document has been shared and particular details were discussed.  The committee is in favor of this effort, but would like to see more elaboration on some of the possibly problematic provisions.  The recycling/composting requirements in other communities should be examined, and more details of their experience should be researched.

7. Activities to promote local food growing and preservation – Greg Klave – Part of the Bystrom site is being proposed for an urban farm/CSA/composting site/plant propagation project.  Seward ReDesign is submitting grants to obtain start-up funding for the program.  A representative from this project will be at the annual CSA (Community Sponsored Agriculture) Fair held annually at the Seward Coop.  (April 24, 11:00 to 3:00, parking lot).  The committee wondered how the Somali and other immigrant and low income communities would participate in this program.  The committee also would like to see the neighborhood involved in education regarding urban agriculture technologies and food preservation, and would like to use community and publicly owned gardening spaces used as field trip sites for such education.

      Progress is being made to involve a Seward Block club in a green design charette at the 

      Sustainable Communities Conference, 3/13/10, 8:30 to 4:30, Central Lutheran Church,             
333 12th St. S. , Mpls.    Phone 331-1099 or go on line at www.afors.org to register.

8. Penta Poles  - SNG  resolution follow up & possible tour plans - Mark Sulander – Lawsuits in California against PG&E for penta pollution of public waters; and Vermont for contamination of ground water and private wells.  The utility was required to replace the poles involved, monitor ground water, and replace the parties' wells.

9. HERC Expansion Update  - Mark Sulander  - The PCA has agreed that an Environmental Assessment Worksheet will be required.  Activists on the issue are pushing also for an Environmental Impact Statement as well.  It is likely that HERC will be required to participate in a full review and revision of their air permit.  There are legislative proposals (state and federal) to redefine biofuels so as to exclude garbage and wood.

Minutes submitted by Rick and Carol Greenwood
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