Resolutions from SNG Environment Committee meeting, 1/25/09

The Environment Committee unanimously approved the following five resolutions:
1. We request that the SNG Board approve and recommend that Seward Neighborhood participate in a secondary pilot project for curbside compost collection and that they mail a letter to Susan Young, Director of Mpls. Solid Waste and Recycling letting her know of this decision.

Background: Carol Greenwood discussed this with Susan Young, and she said that at NO cost to the neighborhood, she would like to have our neighborhood participate in this program. She was interested in seeing how a compost collection project similar to that in Linden Hills would work in a larger and more diverse neighborhood, and said that all that was required was for us to 1) submit a letter from the board supporting this and 2) get a letter from Cam agreeing to this. She said she would take care of the marketing/promotion.

Susan's address is:

City of Lakes Bldg

309 2nd Ave S Rm 210

Minneapolis, MN 55401

She said to check out the Linden Hills website at http://www.lhpowerandlight.org/
According to info they cite from the Aug. 2008 BioCycle Magazine:

"The only effective method to prevent methane emissions from landfills is to stop biodegradable materials from entering landfills."

"The good news is that landfill alternatives such as composting are readily available and cost-effective. Compost has the added benefit of adding organic matter to soil, sequestering carbon, improving plant growth and reducing water use - all important to stabilizing the climate. Composting is thus vital to restoring the climate and our soils and should be front and center in a national strategy to protect the climate in the short term."

Additionally the SNG Board should know that more energy can be captured from solid waste that contains no food waste; natural gas is wasted to heat food waste to a combustible level and dry out moisture. Further, food and other organic waste can, eventually, be incorporated into a methane digestion system that can generate a renewable form of biogas.

2. We also unanimously voted to ask the SNG Board to officially request that Xcel Energy and the city of Minneapolis meet with Cam Gordon and the Seward Environment Committee to explore, discuss, and resolve the toxic utility pole situation.  

The goal is to move from the use of Pentachlorophenol, Creosote, and other toxic-treated utility poles to the use of non-toxic utility poles in Seward and other Minneapolis neighborhoods.

3. We unanimously recommended that the SNG Board sign on as supporters to the Gordon/Schiff/Lillegren resolution (see below).
*RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS*

*By Schiff, Lilligren and Gordon*

*Regarding Xcel Energy’s Midtown High Voltage Power Line Proposal.*

Whereas, Xcel Energy has proposed the “Hiawatha Project,” a project in which Xcel Energy would construct and operate high voltage power lines along the Midtown Greenway and/or a nearby parallel roadway between Hiawatha Avenue and I-35W and construct two new substations--one near Hiawatha Avenue and one near I-35W; and

Whereas, some businesses in the Lake Street/Midtown Greenway corridor have experienced electricity quality or supply issues that have adversely affected them; and

Whereas, the City of Minneapolis supports the continued economic development in the Lake Street/Midtown Greenway corridor with higher density developed as encouraged through the City’s Midtown Greenway Land Use and Development Plan; and

Whereas, the Midtown Greenway is a regional amenity and public space which serves thousands of users daily most months of the year and has served as the catalyst for development along its edges; and

Whereas, high voltage power lines are incompatible with the character of neighborhoods in Midtown, creating visual pollution in the corridor, negatively impact property values and diminishing the potential for future development; and

Whereas, at least four community organizations in the impacted area have opposed the project and/or called for delaying it to allow for studying alternative methods of abating power requirements or supplying the electric power as well as load management through means such as Smart Grid; and

Whereas, the City of Minneapolis’ Sustainability Initiatives related Climate Change and Renewable Energy support the pursuit alternatives to traditional methods of supplying electricity for users in our city; and

Whereas, Xcel Energy is working on a needs assessment for the Hiawatha

Project that would accompany its permit application to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission but whose content has not yet been completed or made public;

Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved by The City Council of The City of Minneapolis:

That the City of Minneapolis believes that the time is now to pursue the production of electricity more responsibly, the delivering of electricity more intelligently, and the consuming of electricity more efficiently.

Be It Further Resolved that the City of Minneapolis recommends that Xcel Energy delay its routing permit application to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission for the Hiawatha Project and provide greater detail regarding the current and future electricity needs that the project is planned to address, as well as a thorough analysis of

aggressive alternative methods to abate and/or supply the electricity that is needed.

Be It Further Resolved that if such an analysis is undertaken and fails to yield a successful alternative approach to the need for high voltage power lines in Midtown; that the preferred route for the new high voltage transmission lines is underground below 28th Street East.
4. We unanimously recommended that the SNG Board should add their support to the Midtown Greenway Resolution that  Xcel delay application to the Public Utilities Commission and provide more detail about energy needs, conservation strategies, and renewables, as indicated in the attached document.
5.  The Environment Committee recommends that the board require neighborhood housing money  recipients,  as a condition of receiving this money, participate in a thorough energy audit, and follow-up with some conservation improvements, as recommended by the audit, before any funds are dispensed.
The details of this would need to be worked out.
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