Minutes - SNG Environment Committee Annual Planning Meeting 

January 24, 2010: 1:30 – 4:30 p.m. 

(Next Meeting – February 22, 7:00 pm, Matthews Center) 

Present: Philipp Muessig, Carol and Rick Greenwood, Mike Trdan, Mark Sulander, Lonnie Nichols, Greg 

Klave (Sean Gosiewski arrived at the end of the meeting). 

Review of 2009 Accomplishments 

1. Penta-treated alley pole on 38th Ave.: has been replaced with a copper napthenate pole viewed by some as less toxic; the old pole has been placed in storage by Xcel for possible testing; some poles in Cass County, MN have been found to be treated with a chemical with a similar odor and been tested to contain a high level of fuel oil seeping into surface and ground waters. Similar penta treated poles in Vermont have contaminated household wells and been required to be removed; the utilities have been required to dig new deep wells. 

2. Hennepin Energy Recovery Center (HERC) expansion: SNG has opposed the proposed increase in MSW (garbage) to be incinerated at HERC. (See 9/23/09 SNG Board Meetings for resolution passed on this position). An EAW (Environmental Assessment Worksheet) has been required by the PCA to determine the effects of the proposed expansion. In the interim more land filling may occur unless more aggressive composting and recycling are undertaken. (Hennepin Co. terminated the MSW 

contract with the Elk River incinerator.) Public agencies have done waste sorts that show large quantities of recyclable and compostable materials being sent to HERC. Composting pilots are underway in Linden Hills and ECCO neighborhoods. 

3. SNG Climate change innovations grant: 4 workshops were conducted. A DVD was made of each, and can be ordered from the Minneapolis Telecommunications Network for $15 @. The video recordings are also available online at http://mtn.blip.tv/ For a full report about the Climate Change Innovation project, funded by $10,000 from the Minneapolis Sustainability Program, go to SNG.org Environment. Scroll down to the report link. 

$1,902 left in the Environment Committee budget for education expenses. 

4. NRP funds for home energy audits: $2,000 available to reimburse 20 homeowners for having an audit done by Center for Energy and Environment (CEE); reimbursement is tied to doing an audit-recommended project (see e-mail relating to Audit section in NRP SNG Housing contract). (Also see the information about housing conservation assistance for Seward residents on SNG.org Environment. This money has been taken from the Energy line item in the Environment Committee budget. 

$5200 in this budget not yet obligated. 

5. Environment Committee bulletin board at the Birchwood: Carol and Philipp maintained during the year. 

6. NRP stewardship funds: for natural resources projects, gardening; $3,500 left in the budget. Birchwood oversaw the Seward Montessori peace garden; Hub of Heaven community garden self sustaining. The property will be purchased by SNG (paperwork still in process) and is insured by a rider on the SNG insurance. ($ .04 per year additional, according to co-coordinator Mary Gaytan. 

7. SNG Environment Committee web page: Some updating has been done by SNG staff Mike Rollin; additional content and format re-arrangement is an on going project. Carol will do this. 

8. Committee chair and manager: Hats off to Carol, who served during 2009! 

2010 Plans 

1. Penta poles 

Mark will take the lead on making sure the SNG resolutions regarding penta poles are implemented. He intends to continue working with Cam Gordon on this issue. 

We plan to sponsor and schedule a “Tour de Pole with Cam and Xcel Energy. 

We plan to share information about this issue with local news media. 

2. Waste reduction 

Mike will prepare a work plan proposal for the committee, to raise money from Hennepin County to do a pilot in Seward that, by increasing neighborhood recycling and composting, reduces the quantity of materials sent to HERC. This would be a positive solution to the SNG resolution to burn less garbage. 

The aim would be to collect compostables (including food and soiled papers) and also investigate a 2-sort separation of paper fibers from food containers (cans, bottles, etc.), in carts fitted with radio frequency measurement devices to document residents' participation in this program. 

500 homes would be targeted; block clubs/block leaders would be involved; Cam Gordon (city council member and Cara Letofsky (mayor's staff) would be consulted. 

This would fit with proposed Redesign construction of a composting/greenhouse facility, and 

possiblly anaerobic digester in Seward. 

3. Climate innovations grant 

Carol and Rick will take the lead on getting the DVDs posted and any other follow up activities. 

4. Home energy audits 

Carol will continue to track this issue until resolved by the SNG board. She will work with Bernie to carry out this project. 

Recommendation to the SNG board: The SNG Environment Committee requests that the SNG Board clarify the terms of the energy audit program to read as follows: 

“The SNG Environment Committee Energy Audit Program will reimburse 20 

homeowners up to $100 to help pay for the cost of a comprehensive energy audit. This audit requires inclusion of a blower door test and an infra-red camera assessment. This audit may include assessments of other conditions that impact environmental health in the home: presence of lead paint/dust, radon gas, asbestos, mold, and carbon monoxide. (This amount has been allocated from NRP SNG Environment funds for inclusion in the NRP Housing contract designated "Energy Audits".) 

“This program requires that the homeowner not be reimbursed for the audit until the 

owner has verified an expenditure of $100 or more on implementing one or more of the energy audit recommendations. To qualify for any reimbursement, the homeowner must provide copies of paid receipts to the Environment Committee for both the audit and audit recommended repairs that were performed. 

“This reimbursement will be limited to households with income at or below the median metropolitan income level." 

5. Birchwood bulletin board 

Carol and Philipp will continue to update this display during 2010. 

6. NRP Stewardship 

Hub of Heaven garden: SNG will buy the property and pay insurance of $120/year, to be taken from Hub of Heaven revenue. (Subsequent to meeting this was ascertained to be $ .04/year) 

Hub of Heaven and Seward Montessori garden: A report was sent around some time in June or July . We would like to get a 2009 summary report and 2010 plans(Subsequent to the Environment Committee meeting, Dick Westby said he would look into doing this.) 

Greg Klave will develop a project proposal to discuss at an upcoming committee meeting that will have the following elements: 


Gardening and stormwater education and encouragement with an emphasis on growing food. 


Gardening classes at the Co-op and/or through community education. 


Use of Seward Montessori garden as a laboratory. 


Topics to include:  non-toxic methods, composting, vermiculture, food preservation, managing stormwater with rain gardens. 


Sample worksheet/plan for saving stormwater utility fees by implementing low-impact measures. 


Possible new community garden at the Greenway between 29th and 30th Avenues.

7. Committee web page 

Need to revisit what’s currently on the web page and discuss at a committee meeting.  Content should be sent to Mike at SNG for posting. 

8.  Committee chair 


MANY THANKS TO CAROL who is retiring from this role; she will serve as a committee consultant and provide project activities as designated, plus support. 


The chair role will rotate each month or so among those at committee meetings. 


Mike Trdan will call/convene/plan the February 22nd meeting at Matthews Center. 


Monthly meetings will continue but at least the following months will be skipped: August, December, and maybe November. We will set up a calendar of meetings at the 2/22 meeting. 


Philipp offers to again convene the January planning meeting in 2011. 

9. Other topics 


Resolutions asking the SNG board to take a position on a matter falling under the SNG environment committee’s purview must first be submitted in writing, along with background information, to the committee at one of its meetings. 


Windsource sign-ups: Carol will continue to promote and to report on Seward progress. 


Energy Challenge sign-ups: Carol will continue to promote and to report on Seward progress. 


XCEL powerline proposal for the Greenway: Mark will track this issue on which the SNG passed a resolution (see Development Committee and SNG Board minutes. Sheldon Mains is the neighborhood delegate for this process and should be contacted for questions and concerns. 


Green blocks/green neighborhood: Philipp will explore issues of how neighbors on a block 
might work together to be more sustainable (e.g., shared and public greenspace improvement, share lawn mower, garages, gardens, stormwater gardens, geothermal/other renewable energy installations). Those involved include Gar Hargens of Close Associates, Lonnie’s block, Gayle Prest and Cam Gordon from the city, and Scott Vreeland from the Park Board. Philipp will report 

back during 2010. 


Sean Gosiewski spoke at the end of the Environment Committee meeting and is promoting the Sustainability Conference again this year. He has invited one or more Seward block clubs to participate in a design charette before and during the conference, focussing on approaches to greening public and private spaces. 

http://www.afs.nonprofitoffice.com/ 


Twin Cities Sustainable Communities Conference, March 12 & 13 2010 


Linking Citizens and Cities for Sustainable Communities 


Central Lutheran Church, 333 12th Street South, 


Minneapolis 55404 (next to the Minneapolis Convention Center)
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