HOME IMPROVEMENT ASSISTANCE FOR SEWARD RESIDENTS PLANNING AND FINANCIAL INCENTIVES (January, 2010)

NOTE: This list is intended as a resource only.  Every effort has been made to ensure the information listed is accurate.  Please consult the individual agencies named below to confirm any details.

Home Improvement Project Planning - Free

As part of the services available for the Seward NRP Housing Program, the Center for Energy and Environment (MNCEE) will provide free home improvement advice to Seward residents. This service includes anything you may need help with, not just major remodeling projects.  You can make an appointment with an experienced construction professional from MNCEE to visit your home and advise you on how to prioritize projects, as well as discuss available funding sources and home energy consumption analyses.  You may also receive advice on environmental concerns such as lead, asbestos, carbon monoxide, and radon.  There are no income limits for this service.
For a Remodeling Advisor visit, contact Christina at MNCEE (612-335-5856) 

Free Home Weatherization Services - Community Action of Minneapolis   

http://www.campls.org/

Energy Assistance may include:

· Help to reduce heat or electric bills in low income households

· Households DO NOT have to be shut off or facing disconnection to get help

· Both homeowners and renters that meet income guidelines MAY be eligible.

· Homeowners may also be eligible for weatherization services and furnace repair to help reduce heat and electric bills.

If you meet one or more of the following conditions, you may qualify:

· One or more of your family members received TANF or SSIC within the last 12 months. 

· Your household is at or below 50 percent of the state median income ($41,720 for a family of 4).  Income guidelines may be determined by 3 month gross income.

· You are a homeowner or renter who is income eligible for Energy Assistance. 

Priority is given to households with at least one elderly or disabled member and to customers with the highest heating costs.

Phone 612-335-5911 (or 335-5837) with questions.  

Other services provided:

· Participant education 

· Energy audits 

· Exterior wall and attic insulation 

· Air infiltration and bypass sealing 

· Testing, repair, and/or replacement of home mechanical systems to ensure efficiency and safety

Financial assistance for home improvements is available from the following sources:

Seward NRP Home Improvement Loan Program

Loans up to $12,000.  Phone 335-5885 for current interest rate (was 3.99% in September).  Eligibility depends on family income Based on annual metropolitan median income (e.g. $47,000 for a single person up to $72,480 for a household of 5).  Eligible improvements include correction of code violations, energy upgrades, health and safety improvements, major mechanicals, and exterior improvements.

Contact Mike Rollin, SNG Community Coordinator, for income guidelines and to get on the contact list (mike@sng.org, 338-6205, x 119).  
     
Seward Home Energy Audit Assistance

$100 grant from NRP Environment Funds for home loan program participants (MNCEE provides audit for $300).   Audit must include blower door and infrared heat loss assessment.  This service includes analysis of your utility bills before and after energy conservation improvements, and assessment of whether energy conservation projects have been done correctly.  

For information on audits provided by Minnegasco, go to the Environment page at www.sng.org and scroll down page to the Minnegasco URL.   

For information on home energy audits, you can also contact Roger Howley <rogerp@bitstream.net>.

Senior Citizen/Disabled Resident Deferred No Interest Loan

Loan can be deferred for up to 20 years, and must be paid off when house is sold.  $17,600 nominal maximum income, but can be negotiated, depending on circumstances.  Contact Jim Graham at Hennepin County, 612-348-2235.  Call 612-378-7985 if your income is much over $17,600.  

Phone 612-348-4500 to find out information about the County Aging Disability Access Grant.

Minnesota Fix-Up Fund Loan

Administered by MNCEE and funded through the Minnesota State Housing Program.  NO IMPROVEMENTS MAY BEGIN PRIOR TO LOAN CLOSING WITH MNCEE.

· Maximum income limit of $96,500 

· Maximum loan amount is $35,000 

· Interest Rate: 5.99% (as of 11/22/09)

· Maximum term 20 years 

· All loans will be secured by a mortgage 

Contact MNCEE:  612-335-5884, or www.mncee.org  

  

Federal Stimulus Dollars - “Energy Saver Rebate" 

The new Energy Saver Rebate provides a 35% rebate of the qualifying improvements up to a maximum rebate of $10,000!  That means if you need, for example, insulation, a new heating system or new windows or doors, you could get 35% back on top of the current federal tax credits for energy efficient improvements.  Qualifying energy improvements include: windows, doors, insulation, water heaters, heating and cooling.  Improvements qualifying for a rebate must meet certain minimum criteria, (e.g. windows are Energy Star; heating equipment is 95% efficient) A blower door assessment is required. Insulation and weatherization must address air leakage including caulking, foaming, and door gaskets.  MNCEE can supply names of contractors able to do approved work.

Funds are available first-come, first-served, and local officials say they are expected to be used up within 2 to 3 months.  To access the rebate, property owners must qualify and take out a Minnesota Fix-Up Fund loan.  The Energy Saver Rebate, the Fix-Up Fund loan and other home improvement loans are handled locally by the Center for Energy and Environment, a nonprofit organization. 

To learn more, visit www.mncee.org, or contact Erica Schulte at MNCEE (eschulte@mncee.org or call 612-335-5884).


Home Energy Loan - MNCEE


If you are interested in making energy improvements to your home, you can apply to MNCEE (612-335-5884) for financing the following improvements:

· Storm windows 

· Storm doors 

· Furnaces and boilers 

· Air conditioning 

· Insulation 

· Water Heaters 

Conditions:


· No Maximum income limit

· Maximum loan $10,000

· Up to 5-year repayment term

· Fixed interest rate.  Call for current rates.

· Property must be built prior to May 1, 1989

· No closing costs

· No improvements may begin prior to loan closing with CEE

Federal and State Tax Rebates and Credits


These are available for home energy improvements.  Go the Minnesota Office of Energy Security for details at:http://www.state.mn.us/portal/mn/jsp/content.do?id=-536893811&agency=Energy
This page deals with sources of funding for energy conservation/efficiency and renewables.  Check also the energy efficient mortgages and links to Utility programs.

The Minnesota State Energy-Efficient Appliance Rebate Program, commonly known as Cash for Appliances, is scheduled to begin on March 1, 2010. 

The state will implement a mail-in rebate program to help residents replace older appliances with new Energy Star-qualified appliances. 

Minnesota’s rebate-eligible appliances: 

· Clothes washers - $200 

· Dishwashers - $150 

· Refrigerators - $200 with purchase/proof of recycling, $100 for purchase only 

· Freezers - $100 with purchase/proof of recycling, $50 for purchase only

Consumers need to “self-certify” proper disposal of replaced clothes washers and dishwashers. 

The state will launch a program-specific Web site in early 2010 containing the program's eligibility requirements, rules and forms. 

The program is one of 56 State Energy-Efficient Appliance Rebate Programs, popularly known as Cash for Appliances, that are being set up in the United States and six U.S. territories with the help of federal stimulus money. 

Minnesota received about $5 million of the nearly $300 million available nationwide for the program from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). 

For more information on Cash for Appliances, visit the Minnesota Office of Energy Security Web site or call 800-657-3710 or 651-296-5175.

Utility Programs - Check Xcel and Centerpoint for their current programs.  Call customer service for guidance.

http://www.centerpointenergy.com/services/naturalgas/residential/saveenergyandmoney/MN/ Check this out in detail.  Also, videos of audits and other home conservation topics are available on the site.


Manufacturer, Dealer, and Contractor Rebates

Specific manufacturers, dealers, and contractors offer rebates, depending on demand and the amount of work they have lined up.  Be sure to ask about these, once you have made inquiry about Energy Star rated products.  This would include furnaces, boilers, heatpumps, refrigerators, freezers, air conditioners, and dishwashers.  



