Environment Committee Meeting Minutes,

November 20, 2006 at the SNG Office

Attending: Carol Greenwood (chair), Rick Greenwood, Jim Scheidt, Robin Garwood (aide to Second Ward Councilmember Cam Gordon), Meryl Miller, Donna Rodel, Anne Stahn (Inspector, Minneapolis Environmental), Lynn Brofman, Chad Litherland, Alex Scott (owner of a business at 23rd and Minnehaha), Kathy Steinberger, Lisa McLean, Jose Vido (owner, Morningstar Coffee), Jim Young, Roy Sorenson, Nancy Donoval, Bob Hain, Iveta Vranikova, Barney Smith (installer of water bath system at Morningstar) and Bernie Waibel (SNG, minutes). 

_________________________________

Introductions were made around the table and Robin said that he'd asked that the meeting be held to deal with the large number of complaint calls that Cam's office has been receiving about the coffee roasting odor that comes from Morningstar Coffee's roaster stack. He himself has smelled the odor (which smells like burnt toast to him) in the morning at the LRT station.  Robin is aware that a smoke scrubber has been installed though it would seem that an afterburner is needed in that the scrubber isn't working. 

Jose Vido stated that the scrubber was installed before Christmas of 2005 and that the odor is just a fraction of what it was before the installation.  He said that steam is exhausted in the process and that it can carry the odor of trace chemicals.  The problem of smoke though has been eliminated by changing the water every four batches.  The water removes the tars which carry the smell.  

Barney said that the scrubber was "state of the art" technology.  

Ann Stahn had asked the owners in the past to extend the stack higher in an attempt to get the smoke up and over the neighborhood (to aid dilution), but will now ask that further measures be taken.  She asked that residents keep a log of when the smell is detected to aid the company in resolving the odor.  Perhaps the equipment is cold when the roasting starts or the water needs more frequent changing.  

There was a discussion about standards for air quality and "nuisance odor" vs "health effect" odor.  Ann related that there are no definite, stated standards for the former but agreed when challenged that the situation is serious when the odor lingers in homes as neighbors complained it so often does.  

Bob observed that the problem has been around for a very long time and yet it hasn't been fixed.  Carol asked about financing available to the company to help with installation of an afterburner and Robin said that there was 2% money available for the installation. 

Robin thought that the plan now should involve getting rid of the odor and that arguing about "steam" vs "smoke" was getting nowhere. 

Ann said that she'll write another complaint about the odor and that the company must respond either verbally or in writing with a revised plan.  Although her department won't prescribe to a company the measures that it should take, Ann thought that the next rational step is an afterburner in that the company has tried everything else. 

____________________________

At 7:55 the Morningstar discussion ended and the Committee moved on to the next agenda item.  Other air quality problems were discussed such as idling diesel engines.  Carol said the constitutionality of governmental restrictions on the practice is now being examined in court. 

The group thought that companies probably pollute more at night when they can't be detected as easily. 

Ann said that the City can't do much without a trail of violations, which necessitates good recording by residents when the violations occur.  She recommended that for these more diffused problems (the violators may be moving vehicles) and particularly for the Morningstar problem, that extensive records be kept as to when the odors are noticeable.  It is difficult for City staff to effect change when only vague reports exist.  

_______________________________

An annual award to a business for landscaping was discussed with several businesses listed as deserving recognition.  It was thought that only one award should be given out per year.   

Motion: moved that the SNG award a certificate to the Cliquot Club recognizing its efforts in landscaping.  Jim moved and Bob seconded.  Passed unanimously with Robin abstaining. 

_______________________________

Xcel Energy will provide up to $150 to pay for lawn signs (to identify 

subscribers to) the Windsource Program.  Robin related that "Impact" 

sign company on Rice in St. Paul provided affordable signs to Cam's 

campaign

Carol identified two windfarmers (and another is considering it) who 

provide windpower for Windsource and  have an interest in communicating with us.  Attendees suggested questions to ask them.  The idea is that being able to find out more about how our subscription to Windsource has an impact on the sustainability of their operations will let local Windsource users have a closer identification with the program.

Among other questions, people would like to know about: how turbine efficiency is calculated; the economics of investing in a turbine; total run times, etc..  An article could be written for the Bridge or put online.  Urban turbines are less efficient than those in the country due to unpredictable wind flow caused by eddies and dead pockets in the wind shadow of buildings and trees.

_______________________________

Rick reported that the Matthews solar system works well but that a wireless system is needed to get the data into the school where it can be used (the major reason for the construction of the installation was educational).  Rick is having difficulty in keeping a teacher at the school on-task in checking out the computer.  

The photovoltaics atop Matthews produce on average 600-800 watts/hour, in all weather conditions, any time of day or year, etc..  

The documentation outlining the arrangement with the Mpls. Park and Rec Board over the PV system needs to be located so that the system can be turned over to the Board.  Responsibilities of the respective parties (SNG, MPRB and Montessori) need to be established or reiterated. 

_______________________________

The proposed Energy Fair to be co-hosted with Center for Energy is finding no available Saturdays at Matthews with the heavy use of the Multipurpose Room by the school and the beginning of basketball.  The event will have to occur on a weeknight in February and CEE staff will need to determine when an opening exists for them.  

_______________________________

There will be no meeting in December but there will be an annual retreat at Phillip and Laura Muessig's home in January.  One of the items on the agenda is how to best use the organizing tool presented by "The Minnesota Energy Challenge" (www.mnenergychallenge.org).   

Meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 

