SEWARD NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP BOARD MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 24, 2008

Board Members Present:  Ross Gabrick; Charlie Hoffman; Hal Johnson; Adrienne Hyde; Susan Andre; Marne Zafar; Brian Hughes; Anne Cronmiller; Patrick Campbell

Others present:    Richard Westby; John Macy; Anna Sonmore Costello; Liz Riggs; Cam Gordon; 

Call to Order:  7:05  Ross calls meeting to order.  Then we approved the Agenda and the Minutes from the July meeting.

Peace Garden:  Anna gave a detailed and informative report on the history of the Peace Garden – both historically and this year.  She noted the difficult funding issues and notes that she and SNG (mostly Anna) were able to successfully raise enough funds for the program to operate. She described the year’s operations, including the weekly sale at the Birchwood, the “wrap-up” party on 9/6 and noted that both the youth and their parents considered the program successful and enjoyable. Anna did address and reassure the Board on issues which had been mentioned – sales tax and license issue.  Anna presented the Board with her annual report.  Anna also addressed concerns about the future – i.e. how is the program to be sustained if a more regular source of funding is not obtained.  

John Macy, who was the programs master gardener, raised some additional concerns.  Specifically he was concerned about the lack of an contract for employees, questioned whether the staff were employees or independent contractors, whether there was liability insurance and the administrative fee which was levied.  He also expressed concern at the absence of board members at Peace Garden events.  Charlie suggested that all of these items should be addressed initially at the executive committee.  

Ross Gabrick:  Ross asked for a short opportunity to address an issue of concern to him.  He noted that there are lawn signs for both Obama and McCain on his property and that he and the neighbors had been harassed because of this (presumably the McCain sign).  Ross noted that this is a serious free speech issue.  A motion was presented:  That SNG strongly supports tolerance in the neighborhood encourages residents to exercise respect and tolerance regarding their neighbors expression of their political views.  Passed unanimously.

Financial Report:  There was not a lot of new information here, finances are relatively stable, albeit we are not financially comfortable.

Exec. Committee Report:  Charlie gives this report.  Charlie notes that we received a lot of applications for the Community Coordinator position and he and Anne are in the process of winnowing to a smaller number for interviews. 

Sheldon is actively negotiating with the collection agency (and Redesign) over a resolution of the Copier lease.  Hopefully this will be finalized soon.  

Patrick Campbell has asked to be a Board Member.  He was present and introduced himself briefly.  Motion to elect Patrick Campbell to the Board passes unanimously.

A sign in sheet for volunteers for both the annual meeting and the wine tasting was passed around. 

Committees:  History:  their history walk is coming up soon and all are encouraged to participate.  

The SCAN committee reports that it is doing well in organizing the Art Festival and they expect a great event.

Restorative Justice is also moving along and is in the process of hiring a staff member.

No motions from Crime and Safety.  

CDC:  There were 4 motions, but one was moot as the requested action had taken place.  The remaining motions are: 1. As part of the Franklin LRT station extension, SNG urges the Met Council to plan for the safe and effective movement of both pedestrians and bicyclists.  Additionally, way-finding signs should be installed to help travelers find their way to the LRT station, and conversely, into the neighborhood for services.   Passed Unanimously.  

2. The Seward Neighborhood Groups urges the Met Council and the City of Minneapolis to invest effort, time and resources to resolve LRT trail safety issues.  Specifically lighting of one style must be installed along the entire length of the trail;  pedestrian and bicycle interactions must be kept to a minimum; the very dangerous crossing at E. 26th St must be made safe; sight lines must be improved by cutting back vegetation that narrows the trail and the trail must be made safer by eliminating hiding spots and repairing holes in the fencing.  Passed Unanimously

3. The Seward Neighborhood Group requests of Public Works that the two-hour parking signs be removed from the south side of E. 25th Street between 27th and 28th Avenues.  Passed Unanimously. 

The next meeting will be on October 29 due to a conflict with the Wine Tasting Event.

Adjourn:  9:00

