MINUTES OF 

THE SEWARD NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

The Seward Neighborhood Group Board of Directors met at the Seward neighborhood offices on July 26, 2006 at 7:00PM.  Proper notice of the meeting was given to all directors.

The following officers and directors were present: Perry Caranicas, Hans Peters, Richard LaFortune, Jack Hillenbrand, Adrienne Hyde, Bob Hain, Heather Kidd, Charlie Hoffman, Karen Flannery, Richard Gaynor.
The following directors were excused: Bill Svrluga, Becca Vargo Daggett, Sam Reinert.
The following staff and guests were present: Lori Stone, Jean Johnstad, Robin Garwood, Representative Jim Davnie, Dave Mann.
CALL TO ORDER

Chair Richard Gaynor called the meeting to order at 7:04PM.  

Representative Jim Davnie gave a legislative report on several key accomplishments:

· A bonding bill that invests in higher education, transit and arts amenities - $18.9 million to renovate a Mpls Community and Technical College campus building and reconstruction of the Lowry Ave. Corridor and the Lowry Ave. Bridge and new lighting for the Ground Rounds Parkway, enhancements for the Shubert Theater and the MacPhail Center for Music and the East Phillips Cultural Center.

· Environmental legislation that will reduce mercury emissions by 90% by 2015, require manufacturers to disclose mercury content and require recycling and the Clean Water Legacy policy.

He discussed the constitutional amendment to capture car sales tax to improve transit and stated that earmarked projects have no accountability.  Transit dollars are competitive and include regulations that at least 40% go to transit improvements and no more than 60% to roads.

A. ROUTINE ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

1. Welcome & Introductions – Richard Gaynor introduced all board members and guests present.  

2. Agenda and Minutes of the May and June meeting were approved.

3. Election of new board member, Jean Johnstad.
· Charlie Hoffman moved, Karen Flannery seconded.  Motion to elect Jean Johnstad to the SNG Board of Directors approved unanimously.
4. City Council Q/A – Robin Garwood updated the Board on several items in Ward 2:

· Community Engagement Forum.  On July 25th, Gordon hosted one a roundtable discussion, on how the City can better engage residents in public decisions.  More than 30 people attended and discussed how the City can do a better job utilizing and supporting the work residents and neighborhoods organizations do to improve our City.  In September the City Council will consider ways to change how it engages community members. In general people were very interested in making it easier to get involved, preserving their neighborhood organizations and empowering residents to have more control over decisions that impact their communities.  See http://secondward.blogspot.com for more info.

B. COMMITTEE AND PROJECT REPORTS

1. Riverside Market Task Force:

See minutes of the RMTF of 7/20/06 posted on the website.  Dave Mann and Charlie Hoffman reported on the progress of the task force.  The task force approved recommendations that will go to the CDC in August and include language to encourage SNG to be in the forefront and take an advocacy role in the process and future Franklin Ave. planning.  Recommendations will go to the SNG board in August.  Future planning will require resources and there may be city resources available to hire a consultant.  The CDC may recommend staff to look for funding for planning activities.  Charlie Hoffman stated this process was the most effective and organized due to Dave Mann’s leadership and the expertise and staff support.  A motion that supports basic needs of the Seward Co-op, including parking and square footage, was approved at the CDC in July.  
2. Executive – Richard Gaynor reported that the majority of the meeting was used to look at new financial reports from Perry Caranicas.
3. CDC – Charlie Hoffman and Bob Hain reported on the discussion of the Riverside Market Task Force motion.  The motion agrees to minimum conditions and the recommendations provide groundwork and thinking behind the motion.  Bob Hain recommended tabling the motion due to new developments with the Co-op.  At the last task force meeting, the Co-op announced that mixed-use development will not work for them because the site is not big enough to provide ample parking and square footage of retail for the Co-op.  The motion and further discussion about this development should go back to the CDC.  

CDC Motion: We support the further exploration of the development of the Riverside Market Site for the relocation of the Coop to the site.  We understand that will include the likelihood of a site plan something like the one shown in Scheme N as provided by the development team and to include:

· Ground floor footprint of 20,000 ft2, primarily for grocery store use;
· Second floor commercial space of approximately 3,700 ft2 Co-op kitchen, offices and meeting space;
· 58 parking stalls at grade;
· Rezoning of the property at 2012-29th Avenue South to C2 and incorporation into the development;
Vacation of the east half of the east-west portion of the alley between the principal site and the property immediately to the south, incorporation of the vacated portion into the development site and the creation of an "L" shaped alley.
Bob Hain moved, Charlie Hoffman seconded to table the motion and send it back for further discussion at the CDC meeting in August.
4. Crime & Safety – Staff reported that a block club survey was distributed and National Night Out is coming up.

5. Communications – It was reported that we will likely incorporate a newsletter type document with a follow-up membership plea in September or October.
6. Restorative Justice – The committee is discussing whether or not to expand services to include youth mentors for juveniles on probation in our area.
7. Environment – See minutes for the Environment Committee of 7/17/06 posted on the website.  Two motions were brought to the board:
Moved that profits from the "for sale" rainbarrel activity be directed to supporting the Peace Garden.
Moved that stormwater outreach program materials be made available to Seward businesses through the SCCA and that staff work with SCCA organizers in arranging for a speaker from the program to address the business group.
Charlie seconded.  Approved unanimously.
8. Finance – Statements were provided and reviewed.  Two new documents were provided – 3-month moving average and executive summary.  These documents will be provided each month.  Several items were explained:

· The deficit for the Otto Bremer grant is due to it beginning 3/31/06 not 1/1/06, as our budget begins.

· Perry and Lori met to discuss making the balance sheet more accurate and resolved some issues with showing receivables.

C. NEW/UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
No new or unfinished business was discussed.
D. ADJOURNMENT – there being no further business to come before the Board, Richard Gaynor adjourned the meeting at 8:26PM.

The next scheduled meeting of the SNG Board of Directors meeting is August 23, 2006 at 7:00PM at the Seward Towers EAST Advantage Center.

Respectfully submitted,

Lori Stone

