SEWARD NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP BOARD MINUTES

JULY 23, 2008

Board Members Present:  Sheldon Mains;  Diann Anders; Charlie Hoffman; Hal Johnson; Ross Gabrick; Adrienne Hyde; Susan Andre; Marne Zafar; Brian Hughes; Anne Cronmiller; Mark Sulzander.

Others present:    Richard Westby; Bernie Waibel; Carol Greenwood; Kate Towle; Tom Madden; Karlee Weinmann (Bridge); Patrick Campbell; Steven Seitzer; Robin Garwood; 

Call to Order:  7:05  Sheldon calls meeting to order.  Given the relatively large # of new faces, we did a brief round of introductions.  Then we approved the Agenda and the Minutes from the June meeting

Public discussion Items: 


Public School Referendum:   Several folks supporting the Public School Referendum (Strong Schools Referendum) made a brief presentation regarding the reason for the referendum and urging support.  As there was no motion, no vote was taken.


Cam Gordon’s Report (presented by Robin Garwood):  Robin mentions several points:  The 29th Avenue Bike/Walk designation was not funded.  The NRP report is due on July 24 and a public meeting will be held on 8/21/08.  Robin urged residents of Seward to call the Mayor’s Office regarding lighting on the Hiawatha Bike Trail.  A brief discussion of the impending project to enlarge the LRT stations to accommodate 3 car trains was held and the subject will be discussed at the August CDC Meeting.  


Finance Committee Report:   This month’s reports are directly from the new (to us) QuickBooks program.  Diann notes several things.  Our financial picture is about the same as in past months.  The “Financial picture” does include the “debt” to NRP and that is an amount (and payment terms) which is currently the subject of discussions between SNG and NRP.  There are unspent NRP funds which are not included.    The Financial Report (and our books ) are not in an Accrual form, not Cash Basis.    Diann briefly explains that some income is received but classified as “unearned” until the work involved is done and the money is “earned.”   The 2007 audit is close to being done.  A report will be made when it is done.  The site visit from the McKnight foundation was on 7/18 and it seemed to go well.  

A brief discussion was held regarding out plans/hopes to hire a part –time coordinator.  Anyone who knows potential qualified candidates should notify Sheldon or Diann.  

We received an 11 page response from Bob Miller at NRP and Sheldon, with assistance of the Executive committee, is drafting a response.  


Walker Art Center My Yard, Our Message Program:  Allison Herrera of the Walker made a brief presentation about this project which will produce a group of 50 artist designed non-partisan yard signs.  They will be distributed for free in three neighborhoods, including Seward.  Charlie moved that SNG support this project and the motion was passed unanimously.  SNG will assist in distribution of the signs.  


November annual Meeting and Fall Funding Drive:  the annual meeting will be on November.  Volunteers for a committee are needed as are any ideas that we may have.   


Towers Board:  Kathy Sikora is not going to continue in this position so we need to find someone to act as SNG’s representative on the Towers Board.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:


Environment:  2 Motions:  “The SNG Environment Committee hereby requests that the SNG Board make and Pass a motion opposing the use of Penta and other toxic treatment materials on utility poles and calls on Xcel to develop and utilize alternative materials of poles. Also requests that Xcel remove Penta treated poles in Seward and that SNG receive notice of future use of such poles.”    Passed.  A letter will be sent.


“We urge the SNG Board to pass a motion of support fir installation of lighting along the bikeway from the Midtown Greenway to downtown along the LRT line.”  Passed.  A letter to the mayor will be sent.

CDC:

Charlie briefly describes the issues discussed in the CDC Meeting, which are in the minutes.  2 motions:  “Moved that SNG Approve the Franklin Avenue Core Values Statement for use as a guide to future Franklin Avenue development.”  Passed.

Moved that the SNG request Minneapolis Public Works to move forward as quickly as possible with the planning and design work needed for a Minnehaha Avenue diversion to promote better access to the LRT station.”  Passed  

Steven Seitzer requested that SNG pass a motion noting that a photography studio need not be a part of his building on the basis that the other current commercial uses satisfy the economic development goals of the NRP money advanced for that building.  Motion is made and Passed.  Charlie abstains.

Archive Committee: 

 Dick Westby reports on its project with the Hennepin County Historical society.  Several boards with photos and text regarding portions of Seward have been prepared and will be displayed.  The Committee is also working on a walking tour of Seward.

Crime and Safety:  No meeting this month.

Peace Garden:  A brief report is given.  15 youth participated.  They grew vegetables and were also paid to help weed the garden at the Seward Co-Op.  Sales are going well.

The CURA Grant projects are going well.  The 1st class on Ethiopian finger Weaving will be in September.  

A brief report on Franklin Avenue Planning is given.  A small “booklet” describing progress and seeking comments will be distributed in the neighborhood.  

Adjourn:  

