
SEWARD NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP BOARD MINUTES

JULY 22, 2009  
Board Members Present:  Charlie Hoffman; Adrienne Hyde;   Diann Anders;  Lara Dreier;  Annie Welch; Marne Zafar; Sheldon Mains; Myrtle Hall
Others present:  Cam Gordon; Mike Rollin; David J. Modder

Call to Order:  7:05   Approve Agenda (Charlie; Lara); Approve May Minutes (Charlie; Correct spelling of Lara’s name)

Introductions:

Announcements:  The Climate Change Grant programs will begin 8/8/09.  See the flyer for further details.

Redesign is promoting local restaurants – dine out locally!!!

The Neighborhood Energy Challenge is available to fill out online.  This is a good way to get educated and support the neighborhood’s efforts in this area.

Financial Reports:  Our “days of cash on hand” indicator is going down but this is expected at this time of the year.  

There are some relatively minor changes in the “look” of the report.  We are still in perilous condition – though there are a fair amount of receivables (especially restorative justice – which is paid after we perform the work)

Our audit was, for us, a good one.  Certainly we are better off than our last audit.  We wrote off $35,000 of NRP “Debt” due to our settlement with NRP.  

There was one “unresolved issue” – internal controls and finance committee is working on this.  We are told that “in kind” donations must be recognized although this is probably not an issue for us.  

Charlie moves to adopt the report, Lara seconds.  Approved unanimously.

Diann presents our Federal 990 filing – which is exactly in line with our 08 Audit.  We are now required to formally adopt this form- Charlie moves, Myrtle 2nds.  Approved.

NRP Plan modification.  There was a public meeting (part of the CDC meeting) to adopt this proposal which moves $18,500 from Commercial development to housing.  This is necessary to meet the 70% rule in the statute (i.e. 70% of NRP funds must go to housing).  Charlie moves, Lara 2nds, APPROVED.

Activities:   

National Night out (8/4/09.)  Our office is working with neighbors to coordinate events.  Blocks can register with the city until 8/03/09.

King’s Fair is 9/12/09.  An organizing/planning meeting is 7/28/09.  Please help.

Art Festival is Nov 9 – 11.  Eric is working hard to organize, fund raise and generally make this a success.

Annie is making final revisions to a neighborhood survey.  We have coverage for about 1/3 of the neighborhood.  We will start at King’s Fair.  

Cam’s Report:   Generally see Cam’s report on his web page.  He notes specifically that financing for NRP has been moved forward without recommendation – which may mean that it is shaky.  

Cam also notes the proposal for a street lighting fee – will be added to property taxes and will amount to about $20 per home.  

Environment:  No representative from the Committee was present.  We are looking to hire a work study student from the U to assist with the Climate Change Grant.  This is a reimbursement grant which means we front the expense and will be paid as the contract is fulfilled.  Diann moves approval so that we can get the work study workers.  Charlie 2nds, APPROVED.
Development:  The Development and Crime and Safety committees met jointly this month due to some traffic issues which affect both committees.  The first item was a motion regarding the PPL/Touchstone project on the Bystrom site near the light rail.  The developers asked for neighborhood concept approval.  The following motion was presented:  Motion: Moved that the SNG write a letter affirming neighborhood support for the concept of a forty unit, residential mental health facility in conjunction with a wellness center and offices for the managing agency, Touchstone Mental Health at the south end of the Bystrom site.  Furthermore, the letter should note that this concept meets the needs of the neighborhood in developing the Bystrom site as multi-use and multi-unit, transit oriented development.  The Motion passed unanimously.  

The next item related to parking issues at the intersection of 24th St and 22nd Ave due to heavy use of the church at that location.  The following motion was presented:  Motion: Moved that SNG write a letter to City Enforcement, Public Works Traffic and to the Councilmember’s office requesting the installation of signs on E. 24th Street, 30’ from the corners of 22nd Avenue stating “no parking to corner.”  Mention in the letter past attempts to work with the congregations.   Passed unanimously.  

The next item related to the traffic barrier at 22nd St and 26th Ave which makes a one block section of 22nd a one way street.  The following motion was presented:  Motion: Moved that the SNG direct the City to remove the barrier before the first snowfall and second, that ways to reduce the cost of speed bumps be explored.  The motion passed unanimously.

The city has proposed reversing the stop signs at the intersection of 29th Ave and 26th St.  This has raised considerable concern among nearby residents.   The following motion was presented:  Motion: Moved that the SNG strongly encourage the City to install four-way stop signs at the intersection of E. 26th Street and 29th Ave. South.  Passed unanimously.

The City wishes to sell to the neighborhood the small lot that currently is home to the Hub of Heaven Garden site at 26th st and 28th Ave.  the following motion was presented:  Motion: Moved that subject to an acceptable budget for finances, insurance and maintenance costs, the SNG Board of Directors and/or the SNG Executive Committee be directed to purchase from the City the Hub of Heaven Garden site at an affordable price and manage it as a public garden.  After some discussion the matter was forwarded to the Executive Committee pending review of the insurance and financing issues.  

Gabe Hoffman, SNG’s representative on the Midtown Greenway Coalition’s Board of Directors presented information about Xcel’s plans for sitting of a power substation.  Sheldon amplified the issues.  The following motion was presented:  Motion: Moved that the SNG express its opposition to the sitting of the power substation at Xcel’s preferred location at the east end of the Sabo bridge and that green space adjacent to the Greenway be preserved.  The SNG urges Xcel to reconsider the Hiawatha and 31st Street site or as a less desirable location, the DC Sales site on Minnehaha Avenue. The SNG also urges Xcel to consider a substation architecture which is taller, rather than spread out over a site.  Passed unanimously.  
There was no report from the History Committee.  

Marne reminded the Board of the upcoming exhibit of the work from the Weaving Project which will be at Ancient Traders in august (and at the King’s Fair)

There likely will be no August Board Meeting.  

Meeting Adjourned at 8:50.

Approved by board 9/23/09
