SEWARD NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP BOARD MINUTES

June 25, 2008
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Cam Gordon’s Report:  Cam notes that the 22nd St Barrier would be almost impossible to get from the city these days.  He notes that the Midtown EcoBurner is apparently dead.  Notes that no city staff or city council persons currently support it.  Cam notes that there is good reason to believe that NRP will continue, but notes that exact form and structure are uncertain at this point.

Financial Committee:   Diann presents the financial reports.  She notes a few points about the new format which comes from QuickBooks.  While we are hardly solvent we are keeping out head above water.  The Office Max account has been paid off.  We har holding even on the line of credit.  We are building a small reserve and are current on existing obligations.  

Sheldon circulates the letter sent to NRP about our status with NRP.  His letter noted the following:  1.  The $135,000 which was allegedly “misspent” was spent on allowable expenses, but there were no plan mods made.  2.  Noted NRP’s failures of oversight.  3.  Proposes a different solution than that proposed by Bob Miller of NRP.    After Sheldon’s presentation, a brief discussion followed.  

Committees:

Midtown Greenway.  The “term of office” of our current representative on the Board of the Greenway Coalition, Gabe Hoffman, expires this month.  Charlie said that Gabe wishes to continue in that position, and Ann makes a motion to that effect.  Seconded by Ross and passes unanimously.

Hennepin County and Metro Transit are planning to expand the Franklin LRT station to accommodate trains with 3 cars.  They have asked for a Seward Representative to attend meetings planning this.  Marne asks how this might affect the existing foot traffic through the parking area of the AIOIC.  Bernie notes that reports on this proposal will be helpful and might tie in with our Franklin Avenue planning.

A Mississippi River organization “above the Falls Coalition” wants representatives from 4 neighborhoods.

Environment:  No Meeting

Crime and Safety:  Minutes were Available.  The only motion was the motion regarding removal of the traffic barrier at 22nd St and 26th Ave.  This was discussed above and tabled until further information is available.  

CDC:  The motions (about Hockey rink and 22nd Street Barrier) have been discussed above.  Charlie encourages participation at any upcoming meetings about the Barrier.  

SCAN:  Eric has collected about $3500 in donations which is hopeful for a volunteer run Art weekend this fall.

Peace Garden:  The program has started and 16 students are involved.  They will hold sales at the Birchwood on Fridays.

CURA:  Sheldon and Marne have worked to clarify the work plan with Articulture.  We have been awarded a grant of $8000.

Restorative Justice:  They are thinking of coming back to SNG (as their fiscal agent) and are currently working on hiring a coordinator.  Liquidity is their main problem.  

Franklin Planning;   Katyia describes progress to date and presents a document expressing the Core Values Statement which has been prepared.  She reports that there has been good participation and their desire to keep active participation from the business community.

Katyia also talks briefly about the Bystrom Brothers project and the proposal for re-routing Minnehaha at 22nd down to Cedar.   This will affect the Franklin planning project.  This will also be presented at the CDC meeting in July.

Jim Davnie:  Our state legislative Representative reports on the last legislative session.  The big news is that they ended on time and resolved the deficit issues.  K-12 got $51 MORE per student which is very good.  He also explains that there was some movement on neighborhood funding (NRP).  New TIF districts are created which will provide some funding for NRP.  There are many issues to be decided locally about how much freedom the neighborhoods will have but Jim seemed reasonably optimistic.

Meeting Adjourned:  9:00.
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