SEWARD NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP BOARD MINUTES

MAY 27, 2009

Board Members Present:  Charlie Hoffman; Adrienne Hyde;  Anne Cronmiller; Diann Anders;  Lara Dreier;  Annie Welch; Marne Zafar;

Others present:  Cam Gordon; Carol Greenwood; Dawnal Aigbogun; Emily Wergin (Redesign)
Call to Order:  7:05   Annie Welch calls meeting to order.  Then we approved the Agenda and Minutes of the April meeting.  Several minor changes to the April minutes were approved:  Michelle was not there; Crime and Safety was not involved in the mural project; Annie modified her comments on the house.  All passed
Public Discussion:  Diann reports on the Minneapolis Community Engagement Commission electoral process.  Diann is our elector and 5 people are running to represent our district – which covers more than just Seward.  

Cam Gordon:  Cam reports on several issues. Cam reports on the proposed expansion of the garbage burner downtown. Some discussion on the crossing at 26th and 22nd – where there is a barrier.  It is suggested that a “Children Crossing” sign might be an appropriate way to calm traffic.  Cam notes the upcoming Xcel Meetings about the Transmission lines near the Greenway.  We vote to give the Exec Committee authority to appoint a representative for Seward.  He notes the June 9 meeting regarding the East end of the Franklin Ave. Bridge.  More details at Cam’s Blog:  http://secondward.blogspot.com 
Financials:  Diann reports that the Financials are not done yet but that we are “still above water.”  We did get money for Restorative Justice program.   NRP has said that they will provide a 2008 Audit – which is a good thing.  

Diann notes that the Garage sales were successful and we will make about $600.  
Mathews Center will have a 40th Anniversary Celebration the Weekend of 5/30 & 31.  

The History Committee got an award for their work.  This is detailed in Cam’s report.    

King’s Fair Planning is underway – more volunteers are needed.  

Seward Arts Festival:  No updates but Board authorizes Exec Committee to recontract with Eric Reese.

Committees:

:  Emily (Redesign) reports that Redesign is seeking a grant for testing pedestrian walking issues.  Asks for, and we agree, to write a letter supporting their application. 
Environment:  No motions.  Carol notes that the Committee made money on a Garage sale.  Diann will review by-laws to see how we can use this money.  Carol mentions that some progress is happening on the Peace Garden.

Restorative Justice:  The Program has a Contract with the Minneapolis Police for direct referrals. There will be a training session June 18.  The State funding is cut/reduced which will require finding other sources of funding.  
Development:   A review of the Development Committee minutes will give necessary background on these issues (THANKS BERNIE).   Charlie reports on a motion to approve a variance for homeowners who want to make some minor alterations to their porch.  Approved.

(Community Development Committee motion: that SNG support all the needed setback variances to permit renovations at 2104 30th Avenue South.) 

Emily reports on Redesign’s response to our proposed modification of the language in the Franklin Ave. Planning Document.  There appears to be a disagreement so the matter is sent back to Committee.  

(CDC motion: that SNG support the Final Draft of the Franklin Avenue Development Guidelines with the provision that the height of buildings be limited to three stories in the area from 21st Avenue to the River.)  

A motion to approve a designation of the old co-op site as a shopping center (because of the # of doors on to the parking lot) is approved.  

The following CDC motions were approved by the board: 

That the SNG support Charles Whitney’s request of the City for a license allowing up to eight outside dining tables at his True Thai Restaurant.  

That the SNG support the loan of $75K from NRP Phase I funds dedicated to Economic Development and that the terms match those of the loan awarded by the City.  
Crime and Safety:  No motions.  There was a discussion of Graffiti issues and several members will do graffiti removal.   

We gave Exec Committee authority to determine if a meeting in June is necessary.

Adjourned. 
Approved by SNG board 7/22/2009
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