SEWARD NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP BOARD MINUTES

March 26, 2008

Board Members Present:   Diann Anders; Charlie Hoffman; Adrianne Hyde; Hal Johnson; Ross Gabrick (Chair);  Susan Andre; Marne Zafar; Brian Hughes.

Others present:    Liz Riggs (The Bridge) Cam Gordon, Richard Westby

Call to Order:  7:05.  The Agenda is approved with minor changes.  Minutes of 2/27/2008 are Approved.

Franklin Avenue Planning:  Diann talks briefly about upcoming event – asks each Board Member to call 5 people and get them to come to the events in April.  

Finance Committee:   Diann reports that the Auditor has determined that all monies did in fact go into SNG accounts (i.e. no embezzlement).  The finance committee will meet to draft a response to the Auditor’s report and the Executive Committee will meet with the auditor and with NRP officials for an “exit interview.”   Diann presents the financials for the month.  She notes that some items are not funded (Peace Garden) but we have some hopes in this area.  Diann also mentions that we have bought a copy of QuickBooks and are in the process of moving our bookkeeping to that program and on an accrual basis.  The Finance committee is working on making our books more accurate and more reflective of proper allocation.

Environment:  Hal reports.  No motions from the committee this month.  He notes the Sustainable Gardening meeting on March 30 at the Birchwood and several other events.  Gives a brief update on the EcoBurner project which may be having difficulty meeting its agreement with the city regarding a firm contract to buy its power output.    Also notes that the Grant application for Sustainability grants will concentrate on businesses this year and hopefully will include money to cover staff time.

Cam Gordon’s report:  Gives an update on the Ecoburner project (see above).  Cam also talks about permit issues around the Republican Convention.

Crime and Safety:  Ross notes that the Police Dept. will sponsor a Rental Property Owners workshop on April 10.  Also that on March 31 there will be CCP Safe Block Leader training.  

SNG has applied for a Graffiti removal micro grant and will find out in early April (we did get it!!!) in the amount of $10,000.  We have started looking for projects which may include some tracking of perpetrators.   There is also a report on a meeting at the Towers where about 50 residents attended.  The meeting was very positive in connecting with the residents and Nasra’s assistance was very helpful.  The next Crime and Safety meeting will be at Mathews Center and will involve Child protection.  

Community Development:  Charlie talks about the AA Equipment issue (City wants them to pave their storage area at great cost and they have asked for our support of a request for variance).  The motion from the Committee was:  Moved that the Seward Neighborhood Group support AA Equipment’s request for the city for a variance slowing it to park storage trailers and its vehicles  (including employee vehicles) on its unpaved lot tow doors south of its business at 2212 Minnehaha avenue and that the current volunteer trees be found to be adequate screening (No additional fence should be built).  After some discussion including that a variance would be permanent and go with the property and the fact that there are plans to reroute Minnehaha, Sheldon moves to amend the motion so as to ask the City to delay enforcement for 1 year while the developments in the area are in flux and then, if still necessary, to support a variance.  After some discussion (Charlie states that in his view the Committee would likely see this as a friendly amendment) the Amended motion passes.  Charlie then talks briefly about the proposals to turn 29th Avenue and 24the Street into bike/pedestrian friendly streets (for more information, see the Committee’s minutes).  

Archive/History Committee:  Dick Westby talks about the material received recently which includes the first 25 issues of the Profile.  We will also get some photos of the Seward School.

SCAN:  It is briefly reported that Eric Riese is working to revitalize SCAN.  

Franklin Avenue Planning:  We will hire Bernie for 10 – 20 hours a week to assist with this project.  His first (sort of) effort will be to build some information kiosks.

The Garage Sale day is set for May 16 – 17 – people can apply electronically or on paper.

Peace Garden:  Dick talks about the long and successful history of this program.  We are trying to raise $4000 and so far have some funds from SCCA with hopes for some from the Birchwood and others.  The newsletter will include a plea for funding.  Diann suggests that we need to have a policy about requiring background checks of any employees that work with youth.  Charlie moves that we develop such a policy and suggests that the Exec Committee undertake to develop an exact policy.  Motion passes.

CURA Grant:  We are working on a grant for money from CURA (the last one was the Sewing Circle in the Towers.  The new program will likely focus on weaving and we would likely partner with Articulture.  The application is due on April 15 and Marne has volunteered to oversee the grant process.

Office Space:  Charlie reports on status of search for a co-tenant.  No concrete result so far.  Redesign is working with us to extricate us from an onerous lease on the Copier.  

Board Performance Issues:  a.  Board Donations.  Currently at about ½.  Any amount will do but it is very helpful in soliciting grants.  More e-donations would be good as well.

b. We need to recruit more board members – we should all think about prospective candidates.

c. There was a brief discussion of making the board more representative of the diversity in the neighborhood.   This has always been a problem for us.  Marne talked to the folks about CURA about this – we are certainly not the only neighborhood group with this issue.

d. Evaluation of the meeting.  Diann asks if we are getting board information in a timely fashion.  There were no complaints.

Dick Westby notes that there will be CERT (Community Emergency Training) in May.

Adjourned at 9:00.

