SEWARD NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP BOARD MINUTES

February 25, 2009

Board Members Present:  Charlie Hoffman; Adrienne Hyde;  Anne Cronmiller; Diann Anders;  Sheldon Mains; Laura Dreier;  Annie Welch; Marne Zafar; Hal Johnson
Others present:  Karlee Weinmann; Cam Gordon; Michele Braley  

Call to Order:  7:05 Sheldon calls meeting to order.  Then we approved the Agenda and Minutes of the January meeting.  

1.  Public Discussion Items: 

1.  Appointment of SNG representative to Franklin and 27th and E River road Policy Advisory Committee. (Annie Welch)    




After some discussion it was suggested that Bob Hain might be a good candidate and Charlie offered to contact Gabe (our rep on the midtown greenway coalition.  It was noted that Annie will attend the meetings in her capacity as a representative of Cam Gordon’s office. 
2.  Historic Preservation ordinance changes public hearing at Matthews.  We will attempt to contact/notify Bob Roscoe and Bob Mack.  

3.   Cam Gordon’s 2nd Ward Report.   Cam reported on the Historic preservation ordinance.  He also noted that Annie works for his office but suggested that there would be no conflict as she will work on non Seward issues.

2.  Financial Committee 

 Diann presents the monthly financial; reports and notes that we are about $12,000 in the red for the year based on a very conservative projection and notes that we have strong hopes of greater income.  Our “Ratio” (i.e. assets to liabilities”) is down slightly and not all that good (see above).  

Diann explains that we need a resolution to terminate a SEP IRA and 403 B that we have, but have no current members and have made no contributions to in 4 – 5 years.  A motion is made and passed unanimously.
3.  Executive Committee  

Sheldon explains the NRP Major Plan Modification Outline which mainly involves moving money from deleted programs or areas that are impossible to continue without staff and money into the Housing program.  This will be presented to the neighborhood for approval at the next Board meeting (3/25/09).

Calendar of Activities:   Sheldon mentions the Sewing Circle (CURA Grant), Garage Sales and the Mathews Center Anniversary. 
 We are trying to arrange a Joint gathering with Seward Redesign Board.
Redesign is trying to get another great streets grant to cover such items as Façade improvement and a Seward promo document/packet.  

We need to advertise Board vacancies and our need for more members.

4.  Committees:
Environment:  Hal reports.  There has not been much progress on the proposed NRP plan modifications to get some of the environment money to dovetail with the housing program (energy audits, etc).  This is being worked on.  There is a motion to support the Corcoran Neighborhood’s efforts to preserve the midtown market but this had been passed by the Exec. Committee due to time issues.

There was also some discussion about home food growing and how to develop information about this movement.  No motion.

Hal reports that due to a VERY new child, he must resign.  Everyone congratulates the new parents and regrets that we will miss Hal.

Restorative Justice:  

Joan Van Halla has kept the Circles going.  There have been meetings to work out how to move forward.  They are looking at a fundraiser and this will be considered by the Exec. Committee when more info is available.  There have been new referrals.

Crime and Safety:  No motions.  They have been talking about restorative justice.  There is talk about working with Articulture on a Mural.  

CDC

No motions.  The last meeting talked about guidelines for the housing program and about development on the Bystrom site.

Sheldon reported briefly about a public meeting about parking issues related to the new Coop and says it seems to have gone well.  Woodland Stove has some issues about on street parking for its customers. 

History:  No report.

Peace Garden:  Dick Westby is taking the lead on efforts to revive this program in some form, probably as a community garden. Probably not as a staffed youth program as funding is very  tight.

Adjourn  8:45

Next meetings 
a. Board meeting. March 25, 2009, Matthews Center. Public Meeting on NRP 

b. Executive Committee meeting Monday, March 16, 2009, Location TBA 

c. Crime and Safety, Monday, March 9, 7 PM 

d. Development Committee, Tuesday, March 10, 7 PM, Housing loan program 

e. Environment Committee Monday, March 23
Approved by SNG Board 4/22/09
