SEWARD NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP BOARD MINUTES

December 16, 2009
Board Members Present:  Charlie Hoffman; Adrienne Hyde;   Diann Anders;  Michael Trdan; Annie Welch; Anne Cronmiller; Peter Fleck; Hilarie Martin; Ken Webb; Sheldon Mains
Others present:  Cam Gordon; Mike Rollin; Michele Braley; Carol Greenwood; Mark Sulander; Alemu Woldeinmichael; Robin Garwood; Robin Westcott; Dick Westby
Call to Order:  7:05 Sheldon, Chair;   

Introductions: As this was the first meeting with the newly elected Board, Sheldon began the meeting by having each board member introduce themselves including a “surprising” fact about themselves.  We also introduced our employees and had a brief introduction to board Policies (Financial Procedures Manual; Policy on Conflicts of Interest) and a copy of the By-Laws was distributed.  
Approve Agenda:  Approve October Minutes

Environment Committee:  Carol Greenwood gives a brief overview of the Committee and its work/responsibilities.  Carol brought forward a Motion from the Committee that SNG lobby appropriate officials in both Minneapolis and Hennepin County to start of Pilot Enhanced Composting Project.  Pass.

Environment Committee also brings forward a motion seeking to continue talks/lobbying with XCEL regarding the use of Pentaclorophenol poles.  This discussion is in fact ongoing.  Pass.  

Finance:  Robin Westcott, our volunteer CPA explained the documents that the Finance Committee generally presents to the Board and how to read them.   She also explains the terms “Current Ratio” and “Days of Cash on hand”.  

Executive Committee:  Two actions were taken since the last Board Meeting.  The Committee approved a letter to Public Works about parking at the Corner of 22nd Ave and 24th St.  The Exec. Committee also approved SNG filing as an intervenor in the XCEL matter relating to the siting of its proposed sub-station.  

Community Coordinator:   Mike Rollin describes his work and duties, which include Volunteer Recruiting, Event Planning (King’s Fair, Garage Sale, etc), Communications, and preparation of the Board Packet.  
Housing:  Charlie gives a brief description of the history of our Housing Program and the present program and plans for it.

Restorative Justice:  Michele gives a history/description of this program and the work it has done. She invites additional volunteers.

Community Development Committee:  Charlie describes the Committee and the work it does.  There are three Motions:

Motion:  Moved that the SNG Executive Committee write a letter to the Public Utilities Commission affirming SNG’s intention to become an intervener in the process for selecting where XCEL’s high voltage power substation should be as well as which east/west route the proposed high voltage line should follow.  PASS (already acted on by Executive Committee).
Motion:  Moved that at the NW corner of Franklin Avenue and 28th Avenue a street sign be placed advising eastbound Franklin traffic to park no closer than 30ft. from the corner.   PASS
Motion:  Moved that the SNG encourage Seward Redesign to pursue all options to aid in the study of Seward’s traffic circulation, transportation issues and parking.  Redesign is encouraged to contact the Humphrey Institute in hope of securing a graduate school student to aid in this effort.   PASS
Crime and Safety:  This committee has decided to meet quarterly.

History Committee:   Disk Westby describes the Committee’s activities.  He presents a motion seeking approval of negotiations for housing the SNG History archive at the Public Library.   Pass

Cam’s report.  Cam’s current report to the community can be found at his blog.  Contact him for the URL.

Sheldon notes that elections for the Officers will be held at the January meeting.

Adjourn.
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