SNG BOARD MINUTES

NOVEMBER 28, 2007
Board Members Present:   Sheldon Mains; Anne Cronmiller; Diann Anders, Kevin Brown, Charlie Hoffman, Adrianne Hyde, Jack Hillenbrand, Hal Johnson,  Jean Johnstad (ex officio);  Bill Surluga; Ross Gabrick;  Marne Zafar.

Others present:  Liz Riggs (The Bridge); Dick Westby; Susan Andre; Bernie Waibel  (Staff); Robin Garwood; Cam Gordon.

Call to Order:  7:05    Jean starts with some Final Thoughts on her term as Pres and extends thanks to many.  Board members respond with warm thanks to Jean for her extraordinary efforts in a very difficult time.  

 Welcome and introductions as per usual.  Very brief review of Agenda.

Minutes from October Meeting: Note that attendance should add Anne Cronmiller, Dick Westby.  Misspell of Joan Vanhala.   Passed unanimously.

Financial Report: Kevin Brown gives report.  Notes that financials are little different from previous month.  

There is now a finance committee (Kevin, Diann, Anne) to assist the treasurer.  After checks which were signed at this meeting we will have about $8000 in checking account.  We are (mostly) current with former staff and rent.  

Dick Westby asks about liabilities.  Kevin mentions Office Max, Corrections, Credit line, copier contract.  About (roughly) $50,000.   (Which does not include the uncertain obligations to NRP)

Jean talks about contacts with Mike Wilson, the auditor.  He expects to have 2006 done by end of this year.  Jean has asked him to expand scope to 2007 to date and possibly earlier.  Jean mentions that Mike did audit 2003 and 2004.  Sheldon notes that this may present conflict issues.  We will ask that the auditor make a presentation to the Board and we will put audit and particularly the management letter on web site.  

Board Office Elections:  Kevin nominates Sheldon for Pres, Charlie seconds. Ross Gabrick indicates a willingness to serve.  After some discussion, he volunteers to be vice pres.  Both he and Sheldon are elected unanimously.  Kevin nominates Diann for Treas.  Charlie seconds.  Unanimous.  Charlie offers to be Secretary, several seconds, unanimous.  Anne and Marne are nominated and elected as At Large Members of Exec.  Committee.

Sheldon, Ross, Kevin, Dick Westby and Susan Andre talk about communications issue and propose a committee (with them as members) to work on improving out communications/outreach to the community.  

Report from Robin Garwood(Aide to Councilperson Cam Gordon).  

Brief report mentions Seward Co-OP groundbreaking, Arsenic Biomonitoring, appointment of Seward Resident Becca Vargo Daggett to CLIC and proposed relaxing of rules regarding music in small restaurants and coffee shops.  

Committee Reports:

Crime and Safety:  Dick Westby reports on Meeting at 3rd Precinct which was very well attended. Dick suggests that his impression is that the Officers did hear and pay attention to community concerns.   Several folks look at the crime map and note a fair amount of burglaries around Mathews Center.  Dick says that Officers from third Precinct note that compared to other areas in the Precinct, Seward is very moderate or low in crime. 

Environment: No report but informal report on two issues:  Eco-Energy Burner on site of old garbage transfer station.  Hearings coming up.  Status of Community Garden at 28th Ave and 26th St.  City has offered to sell the property to SNG for $1.  Some discussion of potential liabilities (insurance, property tax), whether the neighbors want to continue it as a community garden and the possibility of selling it for a new home. Issue is sent to CDC for further consideration.   
CDC:  Charlie refers Board to the minutes.  Two motions: 


Moved:  To support the request of Vicki Ericson and Geoff Abbott for a variance of setback requirement for construction of new home at 3201 E. 24th St .  Passed unanimously (Charlie and Sheldon abstaining).

Moved:  To support Redesign’s application for “Commercial Corridor great Streets Façade Improvement Matching Grants.”  Passed unanimously.

Report on Annual Meeting:  Jean (and Diann) report that there was income of about $1000 from silent Auction and about $3000 in donations from community members.  All agree that this is wonderful result and heartening.  

Revitalization Committee:  Sheldon mentions that it has not meet as a whole for about a month and that perhaps some subgroups (membership, fundraising) might meet as needed or be combined with more formal committees dealing with these subjects.

Sheldon asks about results of Art Fair.  No real information is available.

Towers:  Anne reports on her attendance at a council meeting (East Tower) which she thought went well.  Some discussion about paying a portion of Nasra’s Cell Phone bill.  General sense is that she is doing well and that Kathy Sikora will be her supervisor.  

ONGOING CONCERNS:

1. Audit:  See above.

2. . Ongoing relationship with Funders and NRP.  This will be referred to Exec Committee and relevant Committees.

3.  Space Issues.  Charlie describes letter from Redesign (they claim to plan to move to “Smiley’s Building” in Feb.  The exec committee will follow up – Charlie offers to speak to Sierra Club.

4. Hiring Staff.  Too early to tell – Exec committee will consider.

5. Meeting Schedule.  Tentatively Exec will meet on Dec 3 and Full Board on Jan 2 and on regular January meeting date.

Adjourn at 9:00

