Minutes SNG Crime and Safety Committee

Monday, September 13, 2010 - Matthews Center

Present: Kathy Sikora (chair), June Prange, Carolyn Schurr, Bob Hain, Jim Welna, Peter Fleck, Shun Tillman (CCP/Safe), Diann Anders(scribe), Robin Garwood (Councilmember Gordon's Office), Clem Engen, Mary Weber, Karen Sorenson, Jennifer  Schoenheit,  Terry Schwizer, Alex Munholland, Dick Westby, Peter Solac, Joe Buck, Hans Steege

Upcoming Events:  Sept 25 concert in the Park at 1 pm, Oct 1-3; Seward Art Crawl; Oct 2 - Life in Seward in the 30's and 40's at 1 pm (Seward History Committee); Oct 2- Benefit Concert for SLRJ Project at 7 pm Seward Church, Oct 3 - 6-8 SNG's 50th Birthday Party at the Eagles, Oct 5 - Zipps Wine Tasting to benefit SNG at Eagles 6:30-9:00.

It was moved and seconded that the July minutes be approved as written.  The motion passed.

CCP/Safe Update (Shun Tillman)

Shun responded to some of the postings on the Seward Forum.  Mugging on July 5th where a friend reported dissatisfaction with police response.  Shun contacted the victim, who was not dissatisfied with the police response.  

Bicycle theft from the video store.  Again there were complaints about police response.  The bike had been stolen by juveniles and the bike was recovered.  One juvenile was charged late in August.  Bystanders were actively involved in recovering the bike and finding the thief.  Shun spoke about police discretion.  The police at the scene did not chase the thief when he took off running; however, they had his name and his address and knew that could apprehend him eventually.  In this case, the juvenile lived in public housing, which has its own police.  

If someone is displeased with police service, they should first call the precinct station and speak to the duty sergeant.  If the response is not acceptable, the complainant should talk to the section head, Lt. Knight and then the Precinct Commander Lucy Gerold.  Residents can also pursue complaints by calling Councilmember Gordon's office.

A business crime alert was posted after the mugging of the True Thai owner.  There has also been an uptick in robbery of individuals along Franklin Avenue.  The police have had some success working with Seward Co-op's video system to identify the perpetrators.  Since an individual has been charged for one of these crimes, the rash of robberies has quieted down considerably.  Both Franklin and Lake Street businesses are being hit late in the evening.  Police are having difficulty getting leads on what's going on.

Shun is open to coming to a business and doing a security survey.  Jim reported that the issue of crime has been number one on the annual survey of concerns from members of the SCCA. One idea is to have meetings of residents and businesses representatives to strategize about how to proactively respond.  Kathy suggested better communication.  Shun and Kathy talked about his weekly reports of residential and business burglaries. Peter wanted more detail, particularly in terms of where robberies are taking place on the street.  

It was moved and seconded that SNG should work with SCCA to hold a series of community meetings to share information about how to create a pro-active response to criminal activity in the neighborhood. The motion passed.

SLRJ request for $400 to complete the funding necessary to start a youth circle in the Towers.  Bob moved to allocate $400 to the circle project.  June seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

Snow-Shoveling:  Ways to be pro-active with both businesses and homeowners/landlords were discussed.  Robin will see about sending a letter to Perkins.  It was also suggested that there be a posting to the Forum.  

SNG Annual Meeting is November 3rd.  Crime and Safety needs to provide an Annual Report.   Diann will work on this.

Future of Crime and Safety Committee

Issues include whether the meeting format continues to be the best way to share information and ideas.  If so, how often and when should we meet?  Is it possible that SNG board members can be more involved in the work of the committee?  How can we best use electronic tools?  Who will chair next year?  Can the Seward Community Policing Plan be a vehicle for organizing the committee?

Kathy will call a January meeting of the committee to make decisions on these issues.

Approved by Committee on December 13, 2010
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