Community Development Committee Minutes, 9.13.06

 Attending: Charlie Hoffman (Chair), Nicole Turnbull, Debra Wanduragala, Sanjaya Wanduragala, Robert Erickson, Jean Johnstad, Chad Litherland, Amanda Cook, Roy Sorenson, David Sten, Roxanne Warner, Heidi Wrenson, Dennnis Follen, Jenny Wrenson, Kathy Steinberger, Jim Young, Brian Hughes, Karen Flannery, Kathy Sikora, Bryan Maher, Aaron Olson, Leigh Combs, Byrd Shuber, Ann Risch, Derrick Branten, Tara Yule, Chuck Levin, Lynn Brofman, Nancy Donomi, Laura Boyd, Robin Garwood, Elena Gaarder, Joel Chesin, Patricia Good, Bernie Waibel (SNG, minutes).

Minutes of the August meeting were approved subject to one change.

1. New business proposed for the American Legion Building: Pi Restaurant and Bar.  No variance required, but input needed from neighborhood on liquor license.  Owners seek Class B license allowing live music and customer dancing. 

- 59 leased parking spaces found at Hughes Computer Corp., 220' away.  Charter school Lighthouse Academy won't use parking lot when Pi will need spaces. 

- New kitchen mgr and chef so food will be a bigger draw.

- Business won't require a variance to 60/40 rule.

- Kitchen inspected by several authorities, found adequate though one cooler to be replaced.  Stove is good.

- Tara and partners have closed on building, now are owners.

- Business will apply for a Class A license in future, but owners wanted to get confidence of neighborhood first. 

Comments from residents:

- Concerns about future; want owners to be open to future input from neighborhood.

- Residents want Pi to be safe and successful.  

Owners response: The women who live in Seward and who work at Pi will make it safe. 

Motion:  Moved that the Seward Neighborhood Group support the application by the owners of the Pi Restaurant and Bar for a Class B liquor license.  Karen Flannery moved and Brian Hughes seconded.  Five abstentions (the two business owners, Elena Gaarder, Robin Garwood and Charlie Hoffman).  Motion passed.  

2. Cliquot Club: Sidewalk Café Permit now found necessary by City.

- Location of Café: 30th Avenue and East 25th Street.

- When the use of the building was changed from a grocery store to a café, the setbacks changed too but the City didn’t catch this when the permits were first issued.

- Comments from residents wholeheartedly approved of the Café.

Motion: Moved that the Seward Neighborhood Group support the application by the owners of the Cliquot Club Café for a Sidewalk Café Permit.  Kathy moved and Jean Johnstad seconded.  All in favor with no nays.  Bryan, Aaron, Robin, Elena and Charlie abstained. 

3.  New owners of Tracy's Bar request support for a Class E liquor license (no live music or customer dancing).  License will be identical to existing license held by Joel Chesin.

- Sanjaya put himself through grad school in food service, Debra's family had a bar/café.

- Couple want to keep the bar basically the same, but will make changes to menu in line with wants of community.  

- Per Sanjaya, what is good for community will be good for the bar. 

- Owners want a peaceable atmosphere.

- Owners won't extract dollars from bar and mine it. 

Resident/customer comments:

- Tracy's is speaker's favorite place to unwind.  Nice mix of people, ages and types.  Nice addition to community.

- Two speakers said bar has "mellow" atmosphere.

- Hard for Joel to sell bar, has been part of his life so long.

Resident Question:

- Will a bouncer be needed?  Sanjaya said yes, if need arose.  Joel said in his 14 years of ownership, only 4 fights.  Long delay in response time when police were called.  Joel hired a bouncer for 3 weeks when he was getting "turn-aways" from Blue Nile.  

Laura Boyd, a consultant to local retail liquor establishments said that owners will be 'hands-on' daily.  She did liquor training for Joel's staff and she'll conduct same for the new owners.  

Motion: Moved that the Seward Neighborhood Group support the application by the new owners of Tracy's Bar for a Class E liquor license.  Kathy moved and Chad seconded.  Joel, the bar's new owners, Robin, Elena and Laura abstained.  Motion passed.  

4.  Planning on Franklin Avenue

Charlie outlined the need for planning on Franklin, citing the proposal two years ago to place a condominium building on the site of the Big Olaf Restaurant. 

Kathy Sikora, a member of the Riverside Market Task Force (RMTF) gave a brief summary of that group's findings and the site's recent history:

- The project will not include residential.

- The project will reuse the building so as to get high LEED Certificate marks.

- With the sale of its current building, the Coop has the capacity to buy and rehab the existing building. 

- The RMTF had a terrific leader in the person of Dave Mann.

- Kathy reviewed the findings of RMTF "breakout" groups regarding future planning (see SNG website for the RMTF minutes).

- Future planning needs younger people and seats should be assigned to business group, seniors, Towers residents, etc.  

Task Force will:

- Look at the way traffic works and doesn't work.

- Look at limits to building/traffic.

- Produce a plan that will direct development.

- Develop common design standards.

Per Robin, this won't be a Small Area Plan though some resources of the City can be drawn upon.  Plan will be helpful to Cam's office to inform developers.  

Short discussion about the differences between SNG and SR and their duties.  SNG directs while SR is the CDC for Seward.  

Elena, who is the Executive Director of the Powderhorn Park Neighborhood Association described two studies done by her group using a consultant and how valuable they are. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:50.

