SNG Community Development Committee Minutes, 6.10.08

Attending: Charlie Hoffman (Chair), Alice Rasmussen, Bob Hain, Brian Hughes, Frank Grant, Maggie Michaelson, Serguie Pakhomon, Joyce O’Meara, Paul Sylvestre, Carolyn Schurr, Dave Chadbourn, Jon and Stephanie Kelson (visitors from North Mpls), Steven Eide, Ron Kannas, Todd Sample, Sheldon Mains, Robin Garwood (Cam Gordon’s office), and Bernie Waibel (SNG, minutes).

After introductions, Bob moved approval of the minutes. Todd seconded: approved with no changes. 

_______________________________________________________

Dave Chadbourn related that funding for the Matthews Park ice rink in the winter of ’08-’09 may not materialize and that he is attempting to form a committee to lobby for the rink and possibly, to volunteer time and effort to help maintain the rink.  Dave seeks an SNG ‘stamp of approval’.  The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) can’t afford the staff needed to both staff the warming house and maintain the rink.  

Dave thought that were the water lost by sublimation during the day replenished at night after the rink closes, time could be saved, especially if the fire department with its large diameter hoses could be convinced to flood the rink.  The small hose used by rink staff to flood the rink is inadequate.  Other savings can be realized if staff time and efforts are further rationalized. 

Charlie urged Dave to obtain statistics showing the amount of use that the rink gets and how staff hours could be reduced through a reorganization of staff effort.  Charlie agreed with Dave that the rink provides safety within the park due to the increased lighting and the larger number of people within the park.

Dave thinks that with careful planning, the rink can not only be saved, but the ‘general’ skating area outside of the hockey rink be expanded. Bernie cautioned Dave that the SNG currently has no staff and is volunteer supported, and that Dave would need to perform the organizing.  SNG can help with publicizing the need for volunteers through its newsletter and email list. 

Motion: Moved that the SNG support Dave Chadbourn’s efforts in organizing a citizen interest group dedicated to supporting the Matthews Park ice rink and ensuring its continuance into the future.  The vote was unanimously in favor of the motion, with Robin Garwood abstaining. 

__________________________________________

Staff (Bernie) described how the traffic barrier on East 22nd Street at 26th Avenue came to be – neighbors came to the SNG in ’93 or ’94 stating that there was a need to protect very young children living on the block.  At SNG’s request, the City Council member at that time, Joan Campbell directed Minneapolis Public Works to install the barrier.  Staff stated that the children are now of college age and that given the amount of criticism of the barrier by many other residents within the community, it’s time to consider removal.  

A spokeswoman (Maggie) for the E. 22nd Street neighbors defended the need for, and the right of the E. 22nd Street neighbors to retain the barrier.  Points that she and later others voiced included: 

- When traffic piles up on E. Franklin Avenue at rush hour, cars will probably divert to E. 22nd. Street.  

- Speeding is a serious problem.  Despite the stop sign at both 26th and 27th Avenues, some drivers attain the speed of 50 mph on the block. 

- Neighbors on other streets can block off their streets if they have a difficult traffic situation.  

- Drivers disregard the sign because it’s so poorly maintained by the City.

- With the new Co-op coming to the corner of E. 28th, the section of E. 22nd between E. 26th and E. 27th Avenues will probably become a raceway. 

- A City website states that 27th Avenue carries 7,000 cars per day while 26th Avenue carries 12,000 cars.  Absent the barrier, if drivers intending to proceed east on Franklin see a red light at that corner as they come from the south, they’ll possibly turn onto E. 22nd Street to beat the light. 

Neighbors from the larger community pointed out that the barrier directs E. 22nd Street’s share of traffic to other east/west streets and that this is not fair to the residents of those blocks.  This is the only intersection in the neighborhood that has a barrier blocking traffic and this results in special treatment for the residents of the street.  The barrier creates inequity.   

Attendees from the larger community refuted other points of the 22nd Street neighbors:

- The barrier doesn’t calm traffic so much as impede it and prevents use of the street by the larger public.  The barrier creates privatization and there are better ways to calm traffic.  

- The children for whom the barrier was installed many years earlier have grown and are now of college age.  

-  The barrier has created a situation where drivers become scofflaws and drive around the barrier.  Legality aside, there is potential for an accident when east-bound drivers drive into the west-bound lane as they proceed around the barrier.  The situation is dangerous to pedestrians as well. 

- City Public Works would not install a barrier like the one installed on 22nd Street –the department is not a fan of the barrier in that it is unsightly; requires maintenance, and presents an impediment to snow plows and other maintenance vehicles.  

- Speeding is a problem throughout the community with other streets suffering as well.  Noisy trucks and motorcycles, and boorish behavior in general are everywhere.  Charlie reported that during his daily walks with his pooch along W. River Parkway, he often sees drivers roll through stop signs and even fail to attempt to stop.  The barrier transfers traffic to other residential streets whose residents must then suffer a disproportionate share. 

- The biggest scofflaws are the residents on the street who daily drive around the barrier to park in front of their homes.

Staff stated that when 27th Avenue was rebuilt, everyone thought that this would be an ideal opportunity to ‘bulb out’ or neck the corners of E. 22nd street to compel drivers to slow down as they entered or exited the block.  When 26th Avenue is eventually rebuilt, necking could be installed at the west end of the street as well. Robin reported that there is a storm sewer drain on E. 22nd Street at the corner of 27th and that City engineers couldn’t devise an economical way to create the bulbing when 27th was rebuilt. 

Robin reported that while the City wouldn’t install a similar barrier anywhere in the City today, Public Works sees drivers’ violations of the barrier as an enforcement issue while the Police see the situation as one of poor design. 

In continued discussion, a speaker suggested instituting a speed limit of 20 mph throughout the neighborhood.  Another speaker suggested designating the section of street one-way only. 

A suggestion to install speed bumps in lieu of the barrier was discussed.  Asphalt speed bumps are installed in pairs by the City at a cost of $4,500 per pair.  The bumps are typically paid for by the property owners who directly benefit from the traffic calming devices. 

A long-time resident of the street who lives at the SE corner of E. 22nd Street and 26th Avenue, Steve Eide said that the unsightly nature of the barrier makes the other unit in his duplex difficult to rent (he doesn’t own the building).  Neighbors on the street disputed his assertion. 

Steve Eide went door to door during the last month, chatting with 22nd Street neighbors about removing the barrier.  He distributed flyers asking residents to sign and return the flyer to him if the resident was interested in seeing the barrier removed.  Of the eighteen flyers that he distributed, eight of them were returned with a request to remove the barrier.  Three of the eight returned flyers were from second units within duplexes. Several of the returned flyers were from renters and the E. 22nd Street attendees argued that these opinions didn’t count as the residents didn’t own the real estate.  SNG Board of Directors Chair Sheldon Mains informed the group that per the guidelines of the SNG, renters had as many rights to vote as did property owners.  

There was a discussion about the amount of notice given for the CDC meeting as well as for the SNG Crime and Safety Committee meeting the evening before, where the topic of barrier removal was discussed from a safety perspective.  Residents on E. 22nd Street complained that they weren’t informed about the meetings. Staff could not attest to how the Crime and Safety meeting was advertised but said that for the CDC meeting, he included a preliminary notice of both the meetings in the SNG Newsletter of June 1st which was sent to everyone on the neighborhood (Databank) listserve. Prior to the CDC meeting he sent out an agenda to everyone on the listserve.  

(Note: the Chair of the Crime and Safety Committee stated to staff after the meeting that he’d personally flyered each house on E. 22nd Street (and 26th and 27th Avenues) on Friday, June 6th with the Crime and Safety meeting agenda.  Additionally, he’d sent out via Databank an agenda to everyone on the listserve). 

After more than an hour of discussion, Charlie called for motion and suggested an up-down vote on removal of the barrier.   

Motion: Moved that the Seward Neighborhood Group add a traffic management effort to one of its committee. 

Sheldon moved and Steve seconded.  The vote was unanimously in favor of the motion with Robin Garwood and Maggie Michaelson abstaining.

A speaker thought that discussion of the barrier shouldn’t be made part of a larger traffic study.  

Motion: Moved that the Seward Neighborhood Group advise its City Council representative, Cam Gordon to request Minneapolis City Works to remove the barrier to restore two-way traffic.  

Steve moved and Bob seconded.  There were nineteen individuals in the room at the time of the vote.  In a hand count, four were in favor of the motion to remove; six were opposed to the motion and six individuals abstained, including Dave, Frank, Robin, Charlie, Bernie and one other individual.  It is assumed that the Kelsons of North Minneapolis didn’t vote but simply observed.  Motion failed.  

Charlie advised the group that the motions and the actions of the Committee were advisory to the SNG Board of Directors, and that the Board would discuss the barrier at their regularly scheduled meeting on the fourth Wednesday of the month, June 25 at Seward Towers East, 7 p.m..   

Staff requested resident attendance at the next CDC meeting when Shega Bakery owner Worku Mindaye will discuss possible reuses of the current Seward Co-op building when the Co-op relocates.  Worku has purchased the building and will move his bakery into the rear of the building, leaving the front available for a new business.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m..

