Community Development Committee Meeting Minutes,

May 9th, 2006 at Matthews Center

Attending: Charlie Hoffman (chair), Bob Hain, Kathy Sikora, Tracy Singleton, John Devine, Tom Keiser, David Skarjune, Steve McClellan, Peter Simmons, Greg Hart and partner/spouse, Paul Carnahan, Mrs Paul Carnahan (Carnahans didn't sign in), Brian Ewert (representing Jehovah Witness Kingdom Hall) and Bernie Waibel (Seward Neighborhood Group, minutes).  Two or three other attendees didn’t sign in.


    The meeting convened at 7:05 p.m.  The minutes of the April meeting were reviewed and approval moved by Brian.  Approved. 


Charlie stated that the Birchwood and its current request for an entertainment license has his full support.  Because of his strong stance, Charlie recused himself and asked staff to lead this part of the meeting.  

Staff asked Tracy, the owner of the Birchwood to describe her current license and her plans for entertainment.   Tracy said that she now has a "Charter Wine and Beer License" and that she must serve food with any order of wine or beer.  She now seeks support for a slight upgrade in her license to allow one acoustic musician (non-amplified, interior only) to perform background music.  The café recently received a congratulatory letter from City Licensing acknowledging that the Café's servers appropriately declined two different attempts by (City employed) underaged liquor buyers.  

As a neighbor, John said that he supported a live musician as an enhancement of the dining experience.  Charlie supported Tracy's request for support because as a patron, he sees the restaurant as a very pleasant amenity which adds to the ambiance of the neighborhood.  Charlie drives by and stops in at the restaurant often.   He sees the daily activity at the restaurant and knows that it's a good neighbor.  Lastly, Charlie's customers (of Hoffman Guitars) will play there and he doesn't believe that his customers are an overly rowdy crowd.  The café is a welcome addition to the community and live music can only make it better.

David talked about how the Café is a center of Community in that it maintains a community bulletin board and is a site where neighbors gather and chat.  The café is kid friendly and also hosts the weekly Youth Garden vegetable sales when produce is in season. 

As a neighbor several doors to the south, Paul Carnahan described parking issues with café customers parking at bus stops and in front of the hydrant.  He described how the alley is blocked by a delivery truck several times a week and how outside diners often spread out and block the sidewalk.  Lastly, each evening at 10:15 p.m. bottles are dumped into a dumpster making a loud noise.  

There was a discussion about truck speeds in the alley and staff will request of the City that speed signs be installed.  Charlie said that he'd never observed blocking of the sidewalk but Tracy said that she'd redouble her efforts to keep the diners contained.  There was a discussion about the possible use of planters to define limits.  

Tom observed that there are costs associated with any benefit and suggested that much of the traffic problem could be addressed by making both 25th and 26th opposing one-way streets.  This would stop u-turns and would not ask buses to pass each other on the narrowed streets.  

Tracy will have her staff dump bottles during the day and not at night.  Staff will ask Public Works to repaint the curbs in front of the hydrant and bus stop.  It's illegal to park in these areas and neighbors should alert the police to keep their eye on violators.  Staff will inform the Third Precinct of same. 

Bob asked the Carnahans whether they opposed the music in itself and they replied 
"no".   Tracy reiterated that this was the first time that she'd heard the complaints described and asked that in the future, neighbors approach her with their concerns and not let the problem fester.  There is much that she can do if she knows about it.

Charlie spoke: Moved that the SNG support the Birchwood's request of the City for an upgraded license based on the owner's commitment to speak to truck drivers about alley speeds; to redouble her efforts to keep a clear pedestrian lane at the front sidewalk and that bottles not be dumped late in the evening.  Staff is directed to request Public Works to install speed signs in the alley; to repaint the curbs at the hydrant and the bus stop, and to contact the Third Precinct and request that it watch for parking violators.  Brian seconded.  Passed unanimously with Tracy abstaining.  
_______________________________

Brian spoke about his congregation's plans to build a parking lot on the site of a duplex at 2207 E. 24th Street, adjacent to its Kingdom Hall at 2201 E. 24th Street.  In November, he presented an early design plan to the CDC and based on the comments heard at that meeting, he and his planners are reducing the number of parking spaces in the lot; are looking for environmentally respectful, downcast lighting; will use more landscaping; are seriously considering permeable pavers and will have just a narrow row of parallel parked cars on the east property line.  No headlights will shine into the Harts' windows.  Additionally, traffic might enter on the north, 24th Street side and exit to the west at the south.  

Brian said that he'd initially thought that the neighbors would be interested in getting as many cars off of the street as possible but that they're really interested in aesthetics and the environment.  He and his congregation are listening and will respond to those concerns. 

The congregation has met with the City and has applied for permits to demolish the existing house.  Asbestos will be abated prior to demolition.  After the demolition in July or August, the site will be surveyed and a final site plan can be determined.   Brian will return to the CDC with the site plan showing drainage and landscaping, as well as a snow removal plan.  

Pete asked how many parking spots the proposed lot would handle and Brian said that 16 to 18 cars could park on the lot.  There was a philosophical discussion about the possibility of building a new church in Minneapolis with only 30 off-street parking spaces, and all agreed that the current building is grandfathered under the old guidelines.  

Charlie thanked Brian for keeping the Committee apprised and for participating in the discussions.

_______________________________
Kathy reviewed the history of the Riverside Market Site (RMS) planning effort saying that there was a large meeting at Seward Towers East on March 23rd.  Most attendees at that meeting thought that the neighborhood was far behind the curve in terms of planning.  Neighbors clearly wanted a grocery store back but recognized that product prices were important to residents of the Towers.  Additionally, neighbors were concerned about the appearance and height of a new building; property line setbacks as well as roof-line setbacks (so as to provide decks and roof-top gardens for residents) and the mix of income ranges in the residential units. 

At the last CDC meeting, all agreed that the planning should be a neighborhood driven exercise, with neighbors intimately involved.  On May 4th, the RMS Taskforce met for the first time and identified core volunteers.  Dave Mann was named as the chair and Kathy (Sikora) was elected as the vice-chair.   The first taskforce meeting was spent learning about zoning and the site itself.  Since then, it's been reported that Seward Redesign has purchased the site with a partner for the sum of $1.72M.  Important deadlines are coming up for the partnership in August and December so the taskforce has a lot of work to do but it now appears that it's not so far behind the curve as earlier thought.

The vision of Redesign at this time is for a four story, mixed use building.  The building may include a food store (possibly the Co-op, which is looking for larger space) and will probably include housing on the upper floors.  

The City allows 'bonuses' in terms of number of units allowed if a certain proportion of the units meet the needs of those in the "50% of Metro Median Income" category (as defined by HUD, those buyers/renters earning less than 50% of the median income for those in the seven county metro area).  

One of the taskforce's jobs will be to look over the 'wish lists' offered by neighbors and prioritize among the features requested.  

Another speaker brought up an inherent conflict of interest in that Redesign is shepherding the planning process.  The process can be subtlely directed and the taskforce members must be aware of this.  It's also a good idea to get neighborhood architects involved at an early stage to help the taskforce arrive at a vision that is reasonable and that can be implemented.  

Charlie, who attended the first taskforce meeting, agreed that SR does have a conflict of interest but that is the reality with which we need to deal.  Fortunately, City Councilmember Cam Gordon is onboard and has offered his assistance.  Lastly, Brian Miller said at the taskforce meeting that the partners' purchase agreement is conditional on the neighborhood process and its findings and recommendations. 

Bbb observed that there's a need for affordable family housing but that given the cost, there's little incentive to build it.  Charlie said that he's aware that the absorption or sale rate for condos in the metro area is currently 900 units per year but that there are now 9,000 units available. 

Charlie went on to say that parking and traffic remain the biggest concerns of the neighbors.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 

