Minutes of the SNG Community Development Committee
November 10, 2009
 

Present: Charlie Hoffman (chair), Ken Webb, Peter Solac (Woodland Stoves), Robin Garwood (Cam Gordon’s office), Dave Nielson (Riverside Shell Station), Dave Hoffman Dachelet, Leo Sanders, Nicholas Seeberger, Sean Doyle (the previous three individuals represented the Seward Coop), Katya Pilling and Brian Miller (both of Seward Redesign), Sheldon Mains, Bob Hain, Sara Nelson-Pallmeyer, Gordy Parker, Steve McCauley and Bernie Waibel (minutes).

____________________________________

Sheldon reported that Xcel states that there is a need in the area west of Seward for additional electrical capacity.  The new facilities at the Midtown Exchange, Abbott Hospital and Wells Fargo all require increased electrical capacity.  Xcel plans to upgrade the high voltage line in the Hiawatha corridor to carry additional voltage and to build a large substation at the east end of the new Martin Sabo bicycle/pedestrian bridge over Hiawatha.  This site would include not only the area directly on Hiawatha which was recently planted with trees, but the most southerly (newer) building on Minnehaha Avenue nearest the railroad track (which is east of the Hiawatha site). 

There was a discussion as to whether there would be a next, unstated (at this time) step to install a line east across the river into St. Paul, or north along Hwy 280.  

Xcel states that at times of high demand, there are brown-outs.  A speaker cautioned that the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) needs to determine whether the problem is with the high-voltage transmission part of the system, or whether the local, lower-voltage ‘distribution’ system is at fault.  

Sheldon asked whether the SNG should become an ‘intervener’ in the process given the location of the sites within Seward.  Charlie said that he’d presented to the PUC in his former role as a telecommunications attorney and volunteered to draft documents as needed. 

Motion:  Moved that the SNG Executive Committee write a letter to the Public Utilities Commission affirming SNG’s intention to become an intervener in that process which is tasked with determining where the proposed Xcel high voltage power substation should be placed, as well as which east/west route the proposed high voltage line should follow. Sheldon moved and Bob seconded.  Motion passed unanimously with Robin abstaining.

(Note: per Wikipedia, the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) is the consumer protection agency in the State of Minnesota charged with the regulation of public utilities such as electric and telephone service. Its commissioners are appointed by the governor.) 

____________________________________

Finding parking for residents on the Avenues near the new Co-op is more difficult now, with the problem apparently worse on 28th Avenue than 29th.  Peter Solac of Woodland Stoves requested the SNG CDC to support him in his request of the City in March to make parking on 29th Avenue adjacent to his store limited to one hour.  The CDC did lend support at that time and the limited parking serves both his customers and those of the Coop, though Peter pays the full cost of the City service. Peter said that the parking spots in front of the first three houses south of his store are taken by 7 a.m..

Sean reported that the Coop has asked all the businesses on Franklin (including Perkins) for additional parking and only Seward Towers East has offered half a dozen. Sean said that the Coop has 180 full and part-time employees, of which about half bikes to work.  The store is open 8 a.m. to 10 p.m., seven days per week.  Tuesdays and Thursday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. are the peak demand times for employee parking.  There are overnight employees (bakers, production people, etc.) who are allowed to park in the lot from 7 p.m. to 10 a.m..  

 The intersection at Franklin and 28th Avenues was identified as dangerous for drivers turning from 28th Avenue onto Franklin Avenue.  Sight lines for turning drivers are obscured by vehicles in front of the Los Campeones Gym which are parked too close to the corner.  Drivers exiting the Coop lot onto 28th often turn left despite the ‘no left turn’ sign because the intersection with Franklin is so dangerous. 

A speaker noted that per State law, it is illegal to park within 30’ of a corner.  Because it’s a law, the City won’t post a sign stating ‘no parking within 30’ of corner’. Drivers are supposed to know this law but few at the meeting were aware of it. 

Motion:  Moved that at the NW corner of Franklin and 28th Avenues, a street sign be placed advising eastbound Franklin traffic to park no closer than 30’ from the corner.  The SNG acknowledges that this standard is in fact part of Minnesota traffic law, but recognizes that few drivers know of this provision and therefore fail to honor it.  Charlie moved and Steve seconded. Motion passed unanimously with Robin abstaining.

Sean questioned Peter as to whether he needed all the parking spots on 29th Avenue adjacent to his store.  Peter said that the Coop’s customers use the spots more than do his own customers and that he’s comfortable with that, though he’s paying the full annual cost of the special marking and signing.  It makes no sense for employees of the Coop to park on 29th Avenue outside of Woodland Stoves. 

 

It was suggested that the Los Campeones gym ask its customers to park in its lot and not on the street. Brian reported that in past parking discussions, Wells Fargo didn’t want to permit its lot to be used after business hours due to liability concerns. Redesign had even suggested that it buy the lot and lease it back to the bank (as well as other users).  Charlie suggested that the net incremental cost of increased insurance coverage be charged to the other users of the lot.  Brian cautioned that rented parking spaces can be expensive.

As other ideas, a speaker proposed a parking ramp on Franklin and another speaker proposed awarding coupons for products (e.g. produce at the Coop) to those who park remotely in a designated lot.  In lieu of driving, Bus #8 makes a loop between Prospect Park and the LRT station on Franklin, though it does not run on weekends.  There will be a shared/rental bicycle program beginning next year in parts of Minneapolis. 

Discussion turned to how all these parking and transit problems interrelate and how a larger study should be performed. 

 Motion:  Moved that the SNG encourage Seward Redesign to pursue all options to aid in the study of Seward’s traffic circulation, transportation issues and parking.  Redesign is particularly urged to contact the Humphrey Institute in the hope of securing graduate student level interest in conducting a study.  David moved and Ken seconded. Motion passed unanimously with Robin abstaining.

        

 Robin reported that there will be a planning process for Franklin Avenue east of 29th Avenue next year, directed to reducing the current four lanes to three with bicycle lanes.  Bob said that Riverside Avenue is now striped for bicycles and that all traffic is now running smoother, even the buses. 

 

_______________________________

Redesign reported that the Bystrom site is now cash flowing and that it now has title to the site.  

The traffic and design study of the area at 22nd Street and Minnehaha Avenue has apparently been completed by the City of Minneapolis Department of Public Works. A reconfiguration of this area would make the intersection at the Taco Bell (Minnehaha, Cedar and Franklin Avenues) more pedestrian friendly as well as allow planning to proceed for the Bystrom site.  SNG Development Committee members suspect that Public Works might be sitting on the study and not willing to release it. 

 

Motion:  Moved that the SNG send a letter to Minneapolis Public works demanding a copy of the Public Works study concerning the redirecting of Minnehaha Avenue at E. 22nd Street.  Copies of the letter should also be sent to major City officials including the head of Public Works, Councilmember Cam Gordon, etc.  Sheldon moved and Charlie seconded. Motion passed unanimously with Robin abstaining.

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
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